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Community News
AAHPO ‘Light 
Of Love’ Holiday 
Candles Raise 
Funds for Artsakh 
Physicians
By Stephan S. Nigohosian

In keeping with its longstanding 
mission of improving the healthcare 
of Armenians in the homeland, the Ar-
menian American Health Profession-
als Organization (AAHPO) is spread-
ing light this holiday season with the 
sale of two limited-edition, premium 
Armenia and Artsakh-themed can-
dles to raise funds for teaching state 
of the art medical skills to physicians 
serving the villages and rural areas of 
Artsakh. 

Net proceeds from sales of “The 
Light of Love” campaign candles 
will be donated directly to AAH-
PO and earmarked for the organiza-
tion’s Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) program. “This campaign 
provides a simple and thoughtful way 
for Armenians in the diaspora to sup-
port healthcare professionals in Art-
sakh who provide medical care to our 
brethren in the region,” said AAHPO 

President Lawrence V. Najarian, MD. 
“You can give the candle as a unique 
gift year-round to friends and fam-
ily, while simultaneously providing 
much-needed medical care to Arme-
nians through doctors in Artsakh.”

Created by Next Stop Candles, 
each limited-edition candle is infused 
with a unique fragrance crafted to em-
body the iconic global destination of 
its namesake city. The Artsakh candle 
is scented with sandalwood and fea-
tures a photo of the iconic Tatik-Pa-
pik monument. The Yerevan candle 
features the aroma of freshly-sliced 
pomegranate, with an image of the 
city with historic Mount Ararat beck-
oning on the horizon.

Each candle may be sent as a gift 
for any occasion and is shipped to the 
recipient in an attractive box with a 
handwritten gift note filled out online 
at checkout. Orders will continue to 
be fulfilled into January 2022 - just in 
time for Armenian Christmas.

Next Stop candles are hand-poured 
in the US, with clean burning vegan 
wax from sustainably farmed coco-
nuts and slow-burning soy for longer 
candle life (60 – 80 hour burn time). 
They are infused with luxury fra-
grances and feature a wood wick for 
a safer, more controlled burn than a

see CANDLES, page 12

Exchange Students 
Experience Life in the US

WASHINGTON — Esther-Marie Emslie of ASSE In-
ternational Student Exchange Program is excited to pros-
elytize about her organization.

The American Scandinavian Student Exchange (ASSE) 
was established in 1976 by the Swedish government but its roots go back to 1938 
when the country’s Ministry of Education started a program with the goal of allowing 
Swedish and German high school students to spend a school year in another country. 

Today, it has expanded around the world to 60 countries, from Australia to Italy 
and from Denmark to New Zealand. About 30,000 high school age students and host 
families participate annually around the world. The program also has 38 offices in 31 
countries.

Students from the US go to 25 countries. The students, both the ones coming to the 
US and those going overseas, stay with host families for the entire school year.

This year there are two students from Armenia, Mariana and Anna, both of whom 
received a full tuition for the program. (Emslie asked that the girls’ last names not be 
used.)

Emslie is a volunteer with the organization. “There are representatives like me all 
across the US,” she said. 

The biggest part of her job at ASSE is finding host families in the US. 
The host families are not paid, instead they are recruited through word of mouth at 

cultural events, through social media and mailings. However, to make sure that they 
are as compatible as possible with someone who will be living in their house, they are 
asked detailed questions about their preferences. They get the final choice regarding 
the student’s age, hobbies, country of origin.

“By choosing the student you want, you are more invested,” Emslie said.
The students typically arrive from mid-August to Labor Day and stay through the 

academic year, with many returning in May and June.
The students need to be at least 15 and at most 18 when they arrive here and main-

tain at least a C average. In addition, they have to be able to speak English.
“It is a fantastic opportunity for the kids,” she said. And it is not like a vacation. 

“They are expected to do chores and help with dinner or take out the trash, just like 
the natural kids in families.”

Of course COVID wreaked havoc on the program last year, with the majority leav-
ing around Easter 2020.

The great majority of students pay for their exchange program, which costs around 
$8,000-$10,000 a year, but a lucky few get scholarships from the Future Leaders Ex-
change (FLEX), administered by the US State Department, including the two visitors 
from Armenia. In addition to the tuition payment, those with FLEX scholarships get 
a $125-a-month stipend.

see STUDENTS, page 7

Exchange student Mariana

Azerbaijani 
Ambassador 
Speaks at 
Princeton
By Harry Kezelian
Mirror-Spectator Staff

PRINCETON, N.J. — On Decem-
ber 8, Princeton University in New 
Jersey hosted a talk by Azerbaijan’s 
ambassador to the United States, Kha-
zar Ibrahim, through its “Institute for 
the Transregional Study of the Con-
temporary Middle East, North Africa, 
and Central Asia” (TRI).

That one of the most prestigious 
universities in the country — and the 
world — gave the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment a platform to promulgate 
its ideas, did not go unnoticed by the 
Armenian-American public. Formal 
complaints were filed by Armenian 
community institutions, including a 
large number of Armenian-American 
student groups.

Nevertheless, the talk went on as 
scheduled. Entitled “The Caucasus 
Region at a Crossroads: The Challeng-
es and Prospects for Peace and Coop-
eration,” the event took place on Zoom 
and was moderated by Prof. Bernard 
Haykel, director of the institute.

Haykel, an expert on contempo-
rary Middle Eastern politics, has 
been interviewed by the media nu-
merous times in regard to conflicts in 
the region; he is especially noted as 
one of the Western world’s foremost 
authorities on ISIS. Haykel opened 
the meeting by noting that although 
complaints and protests had been 
registered by Armenian community 
members, the talk was justified by 
the principle of free speech. He also 
noted that the institute plans to host 
speakers from a variety of viewpoints 
in the future, including the viewpoint 
of the Republic of Armenia.

The Speech
Ibrahim, appointed in July 2021, 

previously served as ambassador to 
Turkey and also its representative 
before NATO. He holds master’s de-
grees from Baku State University and 
Georgetown.

Ibrahim began his talk with subjec-
tive and vague statements about the 
Caucasus being a “Crossroads of East 
and West,” and the claim that Azer-
baijan hosts “at least 15 quite large 
ethnic groups.” He continued with 
statements like “the three countries 
of the Caucasus were always living 
together” and that the challenge to-
day is “mindset and issue of trust,” 
further stating that issues of “occupa-
tion” and “ethnic cleansing” having 
happened in the recent past were an 
obstacle to progress. In saying this, 
Ibrahim seemed to be employing a 
rhetorical tactic of characterizing 
Karabakh’s independence struggle as 
an “occupation” and other incidents 
(perhaps Khojaly) as “ethnic cleans-
ing,” without actually naming the in-
cidents he was referring to, making 
his statements almost impossible to 
rebut. It should be noted that the am-
bassador engaged in this kind of rhet-
oric throughout his talk.

see PRINCETON, page 13

By Alin K. Gregorian
Mirror-Spectator Staff

The Artsakh candle
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Happy New Year to All

Apet Torosian
Watertown, MA

Happy New Year and Merry 
Christmas

Arek Torosian
Cleveland, Ohio

Thank you for all the work you 
do and bring the news to the 

Armenian community.

Cynthia Kazanjian
Burlington, MA

Thank you for all you do for 
the Armenian community. I 

appreciate each and every issue I 
receive.

Harry N. Mazadoorian
Kensington, CT

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
Christmas Donations Received after December 15, 2021
Aranco Oil Company, Floyd Hayes, Margaret Aranosian Gattis, John Aranosian, 
Cathy Aranosian and Mary Ann Aranosian, Concord, NH  $5,000
Norehad Charitable, Bay Village, OH $2,000
Ajemian Foundation, Bloomfield Hills, MI $1,000
Yervant Chekijian, Watertown, MA $500
Dr. Ghevont and Yeranouhie Wartanian, Lutherville, MD $500
Dr. and Mrs. Nishan Goudsouzian, Winchester, MA $500
Tekeyan Cultural Association, Los Angeles Chapter, Glendale, CA $250
Peter Balakian, Hamilton, NY $200
Arlene Avakian, Boca Raton, FL $200
The Pattersons, Lexington, MA $200
Tavit Najarian, Eatontown, NJ $100
Yeramian Family, Newton Square, PA $100
Raffi Hagopian Dorian, Fresno, CA $100
Robert Mirak, Winchester, MA $100
Cynthia Kazanjian, Burlington, MA $100
Dr. Ruben Boyajian, Effingham, IL $100
Apet Torosian, Watertown, MA $100
Arek Torosian, Cleveland, OH $100
Arax Balakian, Fort Lee, NJ $50
Levon Hrant Jamgochian, Silver Spring, MD $50
Mary Aroian, Worcester, MA $30

WATERTOWN — On December 29, 2021, the Armenian American Veterans 
of Greater Boston celebrated the 100th birthday of member Harry Keshishian 
of Waltham at the Oakley Country Club in Watertown. Harry turned 100 on 
December 30. (Photo courtesy of Albert D. Parseghian)

CANDLES, from page 6
cotton wick flame. The candles come with a 
cedarwood lid

“We are pleased to be able to offer such 
high-quality, environmentally-responsible 

candles to serve as a tribute to Armenia and 
Artsakh,” said AAHPO Board member Lynn 
Cetin, MD. “Sales of the candles provide a 

platform for people to fund continuing 
medical education, which will ultimately 
benefit Armenians living in Artsakh and 
aligns with AAHPO’s core mission.”

The CME Program was first created in 
2005 by the Fund for Arme-
nian Relief (FAR) and the 
FAR Fellowship Alumni 
Association to bolster the 
overall health of Armenia’s 
people by improving the 
skills of Armenian doctors. 
FAR and AAHPO, through 
the vision of the late Raffy 
A. Hovanessian, MD, rec-
ognized the importance of 
this training and partnered 
to fund the CME Program 
for physicians from Art-
sakh. This program is vital 
to training physicians and 
nurses as tens of thousands 
of Armenians depend on 
their medical skills.

To view photos of the 
Artsakh and Yerevan can-
dles and place an order, visit 
https://aahpo.org/the-light-

of-love-holiday-candles/
For more information about AAHPO, 

visit www.aahpo.org.

AAHPO ‘Light Of Love’ Holiday Candles 
Raise Funds for Artsakh Physicians

LOS ANGELES — In line with their 
continued support of the organization’s 
mission, Chair of AGBU Council of Trust-
ees Vatche Manoukian and his wife Tamar 
Manoukian announced a year-end contri-
bution of $1 million in support of the ex-
pansion of AGBU’s programs and activi-
ties. 

In response to the announcement, AGBU 
President Berge Setrakian remarked, “It is 
no secret that the generosity of the Manou-
kians is not only deeply heartfelt, as proud 

Armenians and compassionate humanitari-
ans, but also informed by strategic consid-
erations. With their finger on the pulse of 
the times, they can assess what is needed 
and when to meet the moment and secure 
the future. We are grateful to the Manouki-
ans and to all of our donors, without whose 
support AGBU could not successfully pur-
sue its mission.”

The Lebanese born multi-national busi-
ness leader Vatche Manoukian inherited a 
genuine interest in philanthropy from his 

family and established a strong tradition of 
charitable initiatives globally. He and his 
wife have long supported the promotion of 
the Armenian Church and Armenian inter-
ests in general. Their benevolent spirit has 

extended to numerous initiatives, not only 
for the benefit of Armenians but also for 
the wider international community through 
their support of major humanitarian, educa-
tional, cultural and religious programs.

AGBU Receives One Million Dollar Year-End 
Gift from Vatche and Tamar Manoukian

The Yerevan candle




