
 

The Northern Sonoma County Air Pollution Control District 
(NoSoCoAir) is proud to announce the “Sonoma County Biomass 
Business Competition”. This event is established under NoSoCoAir’s 
2018 Healthy Forests, Clean Air Initiative with the goal to connect 
with regional partners and to support innovative solutions for forest 
fuels management that promote clean air quality. The Competition 
is a collaboration among local business experts, state and local 
government agencies, and regional stakeholders to support 
innovative and local business solutions to utilize locally sourced 
wood products to help prevent catastrophic wildfires that harm air 
quality and to help maintain healthy forests.   

It is widely recognized that utilizing excess forest biomass for wood 
products and energy production can create a self-sustaining, 
profitable business model that promotes forest health.  We have 
brought together over 25 local business and environmental experts 
as the foundation of this Competition who are committed to 
lending their support to be a powerful catalyst for regional 
entrepreneurship and forest health.    

The Competition will be available to existing or new small business 
and will kick-off with complimentary workshops; followed by 
solicitation and review of business plans; and then a final review 
and awards.  The kickoff workshops will occur in late 2020 or early 
2021 with winners being announced in mid-2021.  

Our workshops will educate the community on how to submit the 
most competitive business plan, assist with economic forecasting, 
and to learn about award packages.  The business plans will be 
reviewed by an inter-disciplinary panel and the winning business 
plans will receive technical services, marketing advice, and startup 
capital to help launch their new enterprises. 
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Background  
Sonoma County is actively under threat of 
wildfire and is experiencing frequent power 
shutoffs due to the threat of wildfire in the 
area.  Sonoma has already seen its biggest 
city, Santa Rosa, be victim to one of the 
State’s worst wildfires in 2017.  A second 
catastrophic wildfire in October 2019 has 
heightened concern of the county’s over-
vegetation and fuel loading1.   

While there are many highly active and 
accomplished foresters working on the 
reduction of fuel-loading in the area, the 
economics to sustain forest operations 
requires innovation and new business 
ventures.   

Building off the indomitable spirit of Sonoma 
County’s Recovery and Resiliency Program, 
NoSoCoAir established its “Healthy Forests, 
Clean Air Initiative” in 2018 to connect with 
regional partners and to support innovative 
solutions to forest fuels management that 
promote clean air quality.  The Competition 
is the product of over 20 diverse and 
experienced organizations to implement the 
Biomass Business Competition. The 
Competition will reflect the immense 
amount of State policy support to catalyze 
business development through proven non-
merchantable woody-product solutions like 
SB 859’s Wood Utilization Barriers team 
working under the State’s Forest 
Management Task Force. 

The Competition has several organizations 
committing both cash for start-up capital 
and staff labor to facilitate the program 
through to completion.  

Leadership Team  
The Executive Committee which will 
provide guidance to all phases of the 
Business Competition include:  

• Ethan Brown, Director of Business 
Development and Innovation, 
Sonoma County Economic 
Development Board 

• Tim Robards, Deputy Chief of Wood 
Products and Bioenergy, CAL FIRE  

• Nathan Kinsey, Commercial 
Accounts Manager, Sonoma Clean 
Power 

• Robert Bamford, Executive Officer, 
Northern Sonoma County Air 
Pollution Control District 

• Christiana Darlington, CLERE Inc., 
General Counsel for Northern 
Sonoma County Air Pollution 
Control District 

• Mary Cervantes, Director of Napa-
Sonoma Small Business 
Development Center, with help 
from John Degaetano 
 

Coalition of Contributing Supporters 
In addition to our Leadership team, we are 
working in partnership with: 

• Forest Conservation Working Group 
• Sonoma RCD 
• Sonoma Biochar Initiative 
• Ag Innovations 
• Sonoma County Water Agency 
• UC Davis Cooperative Extension  
• Pepperwood Preserve 
• Gold Ridge RCD

 
1 https://www.sonomacounty.com/FAQs-about-
wildfires 
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Source: https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/burgeoning-biomass-creating-efficient-and-sustainable-forest-biomass-supply-chains-
rockies 

Forest Restoration and Biomass 
In Sonoma, the great outdoors is drawing in 
more and more people as both visitors and 
potential home buyers. However, with more 
people wanting a slice of the land, the forests 
have become heavily parcelized2. When 
landscapes grow more fragmented, the chance 
to restore the health of those regions becomes 
much more costly and complex, leaving 
landscapes unmanaged and prone to severe 
wildfire.  

Forest management can be seen these days as a 
process of doing nature’s work for her. Actively 
removing excess vegetation through best-
available practices from the past and current 
research will increase the health of individual 
trees, watershed function, sensitive wildlife 

 
2 Sonoma County Forest Conservation Working 
Group: “Why We Steward Forestland”.  

habitat and the aesthetic value nature has to 
offer. The material generated from this process 
is called sub-merchantable biomass, woody 
biomass or forest wood waste and can look like 
stems, limbs, treetops, needles, leaves or any 
small woody vegetation that has crowded the 
forest.   

California has a strong policy support that is 
building the market for woody biomass 
utilization. In fact, a guiding influence for the 
Competition has been SB 859’s Wood 
Utilization Barriers team working under the 
Forest Management Task Force. By building a 
burgeoning market in Sonoma for forest-based 
wood products, restoration of wildfire prone 
forests can become a source of revenue instead 
of a costly chore.    
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