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Greeting’s siblings in Christ, 

It is amazing all I have discovered, and all the conversations, I have had over the past couple months.  I 
appreciate all of you who have reached out in response to the letter I sent out.  Please continue to reach out, 
either by email or phone call, we want to make sure you remain connected, whichever way you are able 
during these changing, busy times.  My goals and hope are that in 2022 we will have the most current 
Directory, with pictures!  So, prepare to send your most current family picture to 
pastor@firconwaylutheran.org  

We had fabulous turn out for the Pumpkin decorating on the 16th of October!  I met several families from 
our Preschool and from the Sunday School program. Lots of paint was used, laughter filled the Fellowship 
Hall, and we had lots of creative kids!  Thank you to all who attended and helped make this event possible. 

  November 27th will be our next Sunday School Event with the Christmas Wreath building.  We will send 
out a time within the next couple weeks. 

Confirmation begins November 7th at 2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall, I have opened it to all 6th and 7th 
graders, along with any 8th grade students! It will be a time of meeting each of the students, and working 
with them as we explore, what does it mean to be Lutheran, and how can we share our faith with others, 
when asked.   We will also plan a fun activity once a month! 

I am slowly making my way to meeting each Committee, to see get a glimpse of the inner workings, see how 
to best pray for those on the Committee. I also am listening to the needs we have as a Church body, while 
maintaining this gift we’ve been given.  Thank you for those who have served on a committee, those 
currently serving, and those considering.  I appreciate each of you and the gifts you bring. 

We are meeting inside the building each Sunday, a schedule of either the Fellowship Hall or Sanctuary is 
posted each Sunday in the bulletin.  Please continue to let me know if you receive on either by email or by 
mail. 

Blessings,  

Pastor Kristi 
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The ELCA’s Statement of Purpose is found in every congregation constitution, every synod constitution 
and in the ELCA Constitution. In the ELCA Constitution (4.01) we read: “The Church is a people created 
by God in Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, called and sent to bear witness to God’s creative, 
redeeming, and sanctifying activity in the world.” This same Statement of Purpose is found in the 
NWWA Synod Constitution S6.01 and in the Model Constitution for Congregations C4.01. I encourage 
you to read ELCA’s entire Statement of Purpose. It is beautiful and energizing. (Find the constitutions 
here: https://www.lutheransnw.org/resources/constitutions)  
 
When I read the Statement of Purpose, it helps me remember who and whose I am and what I am called 
to do and to be. You see, sometimes we forget. Sometimes we forget what it means to be children of 
God, redeemed by Christ, and sent into the world. Sometimes we get caught up in finances or building 
maintenance, we get lost in petty disagreements and who should do what and so many other things, 
that we forget that we are created, empowered, called, and sent by God – by GOD – to live into and to 
share what God is already doing in the world – in God’s creative, redeeming, and sanctifying work in and 
for the world. 
 
How do we live into this Statement of Purpose?  
Below I propose three ways that we can (there are many more but I only have so much space). 
 
Relationship:  There are so many people in this world who are lonely, who are discouraged, who are 
anxious, who are tired. There are so many who feel unloved, unwelcomed, unwanted. They are living in 
your neighborhood, they are shopping at your grocery store, they have kids in school with your kids or 
grandkids, they are walking by your church every day. They are looking for relationship and for 
friendship. In a 2019 survey by CIGNA, 61% of working people identified as lonely. Did you catch that? 
Over half of people who are working are lonely. And this survey was taken before the pandemic. I can 
only surmise that the number is higher after 18 months of COVID life. Other studies I have read state 
that loneliness and isolation lead to physical and emotional difficulties as well as societal polarization. 
This is obviously a problem in this country. So, how do we have deep meaningful conversations so that 
people feel welcome and heard? Have connection and deep friendship? How does this fit with our 
Statement of Purpose? 

T h e S p i r it is a publication of the Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA. It is intended for synod members, 

congregations & organizations. 
They are encouraged to reproduce these articles in their own monthly organizational publications. 
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Impact:  There are so many people in this world who are looking to do something meaningful, to change 
the world for the better. There are so many people who wonder how they can make a difference, how 
they can positively influence their communities locally, nationally, and globally. These people are living 
in your neighborhood, they are shopping at your grocery store, they have kids in school with your kids 
or grandkids, they are walking by your church every day. They are looking for impact in this world. How 
can they be our partners in the ministries we are already doing and in the ministries they are doing? How 
can we listen to them to hear what other ideas might come through the Holy Spirit working in them and 
through their innovation? What partners do we need to multiply the impact of your ministry site in your 
neighborhood? How does this fit with our Statement of Purpose? 
 
Transformation:  There are so many people in this world who are looking for transformation, for new 
life, for a new path. There are so many people who have lost hope in institutions, in the church, in their 
lives. These people are living in your neighborhood, they are shopping at your grocery store, they have 
kids in school with your kids or grandkids, they are walking by your church every day. They are looking 
for resurrection. How is your ministry site set up to not only welcome those searching, but honoring 
who they are? How do they know that their story is welcome? How is the good news shared with those 
who have never heard it and are desperate to hear? How does this fit with our Statement of Purpose? 
 
I invite you to look at ELCA’s Statement of Purpose – or your own congregation Statement of Purpose 
and discuss in your councils, Adult Forums, small groups, and elsewhere. What other questions or 
thoughts come out of what you read? 
 
Together may we live drenched in God’s love and sent out to share the Good News. For we are created, 
redeemed, called, and sent to live into and share in God’s creative, redeeming, and sanctifying activity in 
the world. 
 
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee  /  bishop@lutheransnw.org 
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How do you measure “engagement?” This is a question I’ve wrestled with as a teacher, since “student 

engagement” is one of the metrics upon which teacher proficiency is rated. What does engagement look 
like? How engaged is engaged? I have had students you would swear were completely inattentive suddenly 

pop their heads up from what appeared to be a deep slumber to actively and meaningfully contribute to 
class discussion.  

I’ve had students sitting up, leaning forward, scribbling on paper, seemingly fully involved in the classroom 
activity reveal they were listening to music on their ear buds and doodling randomly. Engagement is a term 
that looks good. It is an action that we think should be easy to observe and quantify, but it isn’t always that 

simple. 
 

One of the presentations we had at our recent Synod Vice Presidents Gathering was on the ELCA’s Future 
Church Initiative with its goal to “share the story of Jesus and the ELCA by engaging with 1 million new 

people as we grow the church together.” The vice presidents were asked to consider how we can lead our 
synods in activating the people of God to engage new, young, and diverse people. We wondered how this 

engagement would be measured. How will we know when to put a tally in the count to one million? 
 

Well, there isn’t really a clear answer yet. We were told that Future Church is not a membership drive, so I 
guess we won’t be counting engagement by new names on membership rolls. Especially in these pandemic 
times, engagement might not even look like meeting people in person. Maybe it will look like attending an 
online forum or sharing a video on social media. Maybe it will a hit on your website, or a comment left on 

an online worship stream. Maybe it will be attending a march or demonstration. Maybe it will be 
distributing food at a food bank or working to build tiny homes for the unhoused. Maybe it will look 

something like our LiVE initiative, where people can gather to learn and share wisdom. What I’m pretty sure 
it won’t look like is staying in our church buildings and hoping people will visit. Jesus said, “Go therefore and 

make disciples,” not “Stay and welcome disciples.”  
 

As we work toward a more welcoming, thriving, and connected church, I ask each of you and your 
congregations to join our siblings throughout the ELCA and 

• Pray for our goal – that our church might know the way forward 
• Expect God to answer your prayer – look for opportunities to step into relationships with new, 

young, and/or diverse people 
• Help others learn and grown in this work 

“Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the 
threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded 
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you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-
20, The Message. 

 
Here are a few things I or the Synod Council have been up to: 

• Synod Vice Presidents met via Zoom on October 8 and 9. We had an opportunity to share 
knowledge, get to know one another, and work on better understanding our roles and the roles of our 

synod councils in church leadership. 
• Executive Committee met on October 14. Among other actions, we reviewed and clarified our 

restricted fund accounts and approved the revised synod compensation guidelines. 
I would be happy to visit and worship with you. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me: veep@lutheransnw.org.  
 

Kay Edgerton, Vice President 
NW Washington Synod/ELCA 

veep@lutheransnw.org 

 
 

2022 ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

 Youth of Fir-Conway Lutheran Church! Are you interested in attending  
the national youth gathering next summer? The youth gathering is five days filled with 
fellowship, service, interactive learning, and worship with over 30,000 youths from across 
the country. The dates are July 24-28, 2022 and will be held in Minneapolis. The gathering 
is open for all youths who will be entering 8th grade through 12th grade in the fall of 2021. 
More information about the youth gathering can be found at their website:  
www.elca.org/YouthGathering. 
 Early registration (reduced rates) for the Youth Gathering opens on  
September 22, 2021 and regular registration opens November 22, 2021. I need to know 
how many are interested in going so we can start raising money and getting ready for 
registration. We do have some money in the high school youth account plus there is some 
scholarship money available, but we will need to do some fundraising. I would also like to 
start monthly youth group gatherings in the fall so we can start planning our trip and to 
socialize, play games, snack, or whatever else you'd like to do. 
 Please let me know if you're interested in attending the Youth Gathering.  
Also, I need to know the best way to contact you (youth and parent - text, email, phone?). 
You can reach me by email (jetsue@wavecable.com) or text (360-391-5637). If you have 
any questions, please don't hesitate to get a hold of me. 

Stay safe and peace be with you, 
John Townsend 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Announcements:  
Ms. Betty Hiscock will be taking Jam orders for the Christmas season.  Please reach out to 
her directly to place an order. 
 
Shoppers and gift cards wanted:  Be on the lookout for “good buy’s” when out doing 
your shopping, in advance of the coming Holiday seasons.  Oasis Teen Shelter (not 
currently accepting any donations)-new coats for young adults, sweatshirts, socks, etc.   
 
Josephine Caring Community we will be receiving 5 Christmas gift tags for residents, stay 
tuned for dates.  
 
Confirmation Students: Nov 7th at 2 p.m. will be the 1st Confirmation Class, please plan on 
joining Pastor Kristi in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Fir-Conway Lutheran Preschool is having their 14th Annual Christmas Wreath Fundraiser.  
Now is the time to order, they must be prepaid. Cash or checks made out to FCLP.  Sales 
go through November 1st.   The form is in the Narthex during Sundays, Front Office during 
the week. 
 
Operation Shoe Box, collection date is November 14th, after Church.  Please make sure to 
get all your boxes and items to Renee. 
 
Freeborn Lutheran Church has sent invitations to their Fall Craft Fair & Scandinavian Bake 
Sale.  It will take place, November 13th between 10 a.m. and 2:30 p.m.  Please see or call 
Pastor Kristi so she can give you one of the presented invites.  
 
Sunday January 30th the Annual Church meeting, straight after church.  We will be mailing 
reminders 2 weeks before the meeting. 
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Worship 
Schedule for November 

 
At the time of writing the newsletter, the transmitter used to broadcast worship will not allow 
broadcast to the parking lot when the service is in the sanctuary. Please check with the church 
office prior to Sunday’s service if you have any questions. An email will be sent out when these 
problems have been resolved. Thank you for your patience. 
 
Nov:07 10:00 a.m. All Saints and Day Light Savings, turn your clock backwards before 

going to bed!   We will be having service in the Sanctuary.  
 
Nov:14 10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall-Guest Preacher Helen McPeak 
 
Nov:21  10:00 a.m. Christ the King Sunday 
 
Nov:28 10:00 a.m.  1st Sunday of Advent 
   
 

  
 

 

Want an Easy Way to Donate to FCLC While Shopping? 
  
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from customers' 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organizations they select. The minimum amount 
a charitable organization must accrue to receive a quarterly donation is $5.00. The same products, 
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com are available on AmazonSmile. The difference is 
that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be remembered, 
and then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation. You 
use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. 
  
Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile  

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your 

choice 
4. Select your charity:  Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 
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Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes 
October 13, 2021 

 
October Council Minutes-Highlights 

 
 The minutes from the previous Council meeting were approved and seconded.  
• Each committee present gave an update for recent activities. 
• Lydia Aid Ladies, provided refreshments for the Pumpkin Decorating Oct 16th.  
• Worship and Music gave dates of upcoming Worship and locations. 
• Reformation and All Saints Sunday’s will be in the Sanctuary 
• December 24th, Christmas Eve service times are 5 p.m. and 10p.m. there will be a guest Organist 

hired for these services. 
• December 26th, Pastor Kristi has taken this Sunday off.  It is recommended to have a Festival of 

Lessons and Carols.  They have contacted a Pulpit Supply Pastor so communion can be given.  
• Property and Management gave updates 

• The Elevator-the Council and Project Lead are looking into feasible options for an 
replacement to meet our ADA needs. 

• Annual Inspections needed 
• Coming maintenance needs identified for the coming year. 

• Christian Education 
•Identified upcoming events through the 1st of the year. 

• Congregational Liaison 
• Presented concerns from the Congregation who have reached out for Pastor Kristi and the 

Council to be aware of. 
. 

• An update was given on the Vacancy of Parsonage and future use options. 

• Nominating Committee has been called to find nominations for the Committee leads whose term will 
be ending the 1st of February 

• Discussion was resumed over funding for the upcoming projects that are currently on the list in need 
of repair.  Several options were presented and discussed. 

• Discussion about moving to a P.O. box we brought up and a decision was made to investigate the 
availability of a P.O. box at Conway Post Office.  

• Discussion was made up starting up the prayer chain.  New leads were identified. 

• Notice of the Annual Meeting for January 30th after church in the Sanctuary. 

If you would like a complete copy of the full Council notes and a full financial report, please reach out to 
the Front Office to obtain a copy.  

 

 

 

 

 
 


