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 Greeting’s siblings in Christ, 

To those who call Fir-Conway home, I hope this letter finds you dry and staying healthy.  I am starting this letter with 
words of Thanks as we wrap up the Month of November.  I am thankful that so far, the river near the Church has not 
crested over the embankment.  Thank you for all the truck drivers, dike commissioners, backhoe workers, and 
countless others who have helped keep Fir Island safe.  Prayers for those who have been affected by the floods and 
those communities, dairy farmers, and others are finding ways forward to rebuild from this devastating event. 

I give thanks for the Confirmation students that are participating this year.  We have 5 boys who’ve been attending 
class and activities since the beginning of November.  They are full of enthusiasm, bubbling with curiosity and a 
willingness to serve.  It was fun seeing them debuting last Sunday, we had a few learning opportunities along with 
laughs!  I look forward to continuing to walk with the boys as they discover their faith as we equip them with the tools 
to learn and continue to build the foundation since baptism.  

I am thankful for all those who give of their time and energy helping this church run!  Thank you for all those who 
participate on Committees, donating time to further serve the needs of FCLC.  I appreciate each of you working in 
front of and behind the scenes.  

Thank you to all of you who let us know we have the correct contact information, we want to stay connected through 
all the changes, those we anticipate and those we can’t.   

This past Sunday, and through this Advent season, we are reminded of remaining watchful throughout the calamities 
and chaos, Christ birth represented not only for the nation of Israel, but what it means for us.  Recognizing that 
“normal” isn’t possible but having a sense of continuity is. Throughout this ever-changing world, throughout the 
onslaught of crisis’ we experience, God allows us the freedom to shift our priorities, and partake in the old and new 
ways of living life.  Taking opportunities to fully participate with the Trinity in the newness that the seasons bring.  Not 
only the seasons of Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer, and the seasons of life.  I challenged those able to attend worship 
last Sunday to “live into the chaos”.  

 Explaining, that it means to hold onto and absorb the hope, peace, joy, and love God freely gives to us.  Remembering 
the theology of the cross that Christ is walking with us each and every step of the path we find ourselves on.  Not 
letting us fall apart but recreating and shaping us and our lives into something different.  Allowing ourselves to put up 
our Christmas trees earlier than we normally would, enjoying Christmas songs, reaching out to friends and family we 
haven’t talked to in a long time.  Slowing down in the busyness that Christmas often represents and seeing the beauty 
along with the unpredictable occurring throughout our world.  “Letting the light shine in the darkness, and the darkness 
shall not overcome it!” 

Blessings wherever you find yourself this Advent Season! 

Pastor Kristi 
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Miriam sings, “Sing to the Lord, for God has triumphed gloriously!” Exodus 15:21 
Hannah sings, “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God!” 1 Samuel 2:1 
Mary sings, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior!” Luke 1:46 
 
I am so grateful for the stories of Miriam, Hannah, and Mary. I love their spirit. I love their faith. I love 
their songs. I love that even with the great adversity, sorrow, and difficulty each of them endured, 
Miriam, Hannah, and Mary defiantly sang.  
 
Each of these women’s stories unfolded in a world that seemed bleak. A world of systemic injustice and 
no safety nets. A world where people upheld their own power to the detriment of others. A world 
where people refused to see another person made in God’s image before them. A world where people 
threw away people because they were perceived as “less than.” A world where people threw away 
people because they could not bear children. A world where people threw away people because they 
became pregnant without being married.  
 
And while their experiences are not our experiences, for many still today, the world feels desperate.  
 
Today, so many people are living in dire conditions. So many who are hungry, houseless, voiceless. We 
have injustice and violence, racism and hatred. We have anger and acrimony. We have the spreading of 
lies and misinformation. As I write this, our world is grieving the deaths of over 5 million people who 
have died of COVID. Over 100,000 people died of drug overdoses in the United States this past year. And 
so many other deaths and losses. There are still people that society throws away. There are still people 
that other people don’t even look at as human.  
 
And yet … And yet … 
 
We have Miriam, Hannah, and Mary. We have their defiant voices lifted up singing not only to their 
world in their time – but beyond their time – to us – and to future generations beyond us.  
 
In this Advent time, let us turn to the stories and the songs of Miriam, Hannah, and Mary. Let us 
remember their prophetic voices. Let us remember their perseverance, their faith, and their grit. For 
even as the reality around them was difficult, they continued to sing of a new day, a new promise, a new 
reality. 
 

T h e S p i r it is a publication of the Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA. It is intended for synod members, 

congregations & organizations. 
They are encouraged to reproduce these articles in their own monthly organizational publications. 
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May these amazing prophet women bring hope to us in this time. May we remember that new life is 
coming. May we trust that the world now is not how the world will be. May we hold before us that, 
through Christ, a new day is being born.  
 
In this Advent time, we live in anticipation and in faith. And we sing. We sing. 
 
People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”;  
She conceived him, “God with us,” our brother, whose birth 
Restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
ELW #266, All Earth is Hopeful vs. 3 
 
In Advent Hope, 
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
bishop@lutheransnw.org 
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Happy New Year! Here we are once again at Advent, the beginning of our liturgical year – a 
four-week period of waiting and anticipation. Many of us mark the season by getting out our 
Advent calendars and candles and marking off the days and weeks until Christmas. However, 
we are not just called to wait, but also to “prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God.”  
 

This road building is complicated and difficult. As Isaiah 40:4 declares: 
 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 
     and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
     and the rough places a plain. 

 
My husband’s grandfather was part of the team that built the ALCAN (Alaska-Canadian 

Highway) and he knew a great deal about making uneven ground level. A lot of mountains and 
hills had to be made low to carve a passable road through that wilderness. This is not passive 
anticipation; this is actively going forward to meet the coming Christ, clearing out obstacles 

as we go. This is also not a finite activity – once the road is built it must be maintained. Some 
portions of the ALCAN are subject to frost heave, even now with all our more advanced road 
building technology. Here in Washington, during the November rains, we’ve seen roads flooded 
and washed out, landslides eroding our hillsides, fallen trees blocking our progress. It can be 
disheartening. Here we are, building and preparing and running to meet Christ, only to have 
our path diverted, our roads washed away. It can feel a bit hopeless. During this Advent, I 
will look to see what new lessons I can learn from the paths I forge as I prepare the way, 
what wisdom or insight is revealed as the rains wash away old routes. I will look forward in 
anticipation, watching for Christ rushing to meet me, ready to turn the world upside down 
again with God’s endless love and grace. I leave you with this excerpt from Robert Frost’s 

poem, “In Time of Cloudburst.” I love its take on mountains being made low and valleys being 
lifted up. May you also begin all over to hope. 

 
Some force has but to apply, 
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And summits shall be immersed, 
The bottom of seas raised dry –  
The slope of the earth reversed. 

 
Then all I need do is run 

To the other end of the slope, 
And on tracts laid new to the sun, 

Begin all over to hope. 
 

Here are a few things I or the Synod Council have been up to: 
• Synod Assembly planning has commenced. 

• Executive Committee met on November 11. Among other actions, we approved a 
disbursement from the Racial Equity and Reparations Fund. 

• Synod Council met on November 20. We focused this meeting on our Intercultural 
Development work, specifically on communication and conflict resolution 

 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me: veep@lutheransnw.org.  

 
Kay Edgerton, Vice President 
NW Washington Synod/ELCA 

veep@lutheransnw.org 

 
 

Worship 
Schedule for December 

All of Advent we get to celebrate in the Sanctuary! Please let the church office know 
if you are able to be an usher for either the 5 p.m. or 10 p.m. Christmas Eve 
Services. 
 
December 5th 2nd Sunday of Advent  
December 12th 3rd Sunday of Advent, Confirmation after service. 
December 19th 4th Sunday of Advent 
December 24th Christmas Eve, 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. services offered. 
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Want an Easy Way to Donate to FCLC While Shopping? 
  
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from customers' 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organizations they select. The minimum amount 
a charitable organization must accrue to receive a quarterly donation is $5.00. The same products, 
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com are available on AmazonSmile. The difference is that 
when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of 
eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be remembered, and 
then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation. You use the same 
account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. 
  
Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile  

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your choice 
4. Select your charity:  Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 

 

Oasis Teen Shelter-Update 
I wanted you all to know that the Oasis Teen Shelter is open for business and donations.  I stopped by a few 
weeks ago with some new sweatshirts and got the privilege of getting a tour of the facility.  They have three 
rooms which each have the capacity to sleep three people in each room.  Currently with COVID they are 
only having one person sleep in each of the rooms (unless they are super good friends).  
 
Here are the ways to donate and the items that they need....  
 
    1. Go to website - skagitymca.org/oasis - mid page is a place to donate money and you can also access 
their Amazon wish list link  
    2. They are looking for dishwasher pods (any kind) 
    3. They are looking for Kirkland or All Laundry detergent 
    4. You can donate new or gently used clothing items and they can be dropped off at 124 N. 5th Street in 
Mount Vernon.  If no one is there donations can be left in the large ice chest by the front door. 
    5. Items they need 
            Bra's 
            Socks 
            Mittens 
            Plus Size clothing 
            Raincoats or water resistant items 
            Warm clothing. 

5. Gift cards are always welcome    
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6.   7. At this time they do not need travel size soaps and shampoos 
 
 
 

Church Council Minutes 
November 2021 

We have a quote from Olympic Elevator to replace the existing non-operative elevator.  Jon Glastra 
is working with the manufacturing company for a formal estimate that includes permit, installation, 
and inspection.  Fir-Conway would be responsible for the demolition of the existing elevator.  Kelly 
McKnight will provide contact information for electricians to help with the demolition and wiring of 
new elevator.   
 
We had a good turnout for the Advent Wreath building last Sunday. 8 families participated in the 
event. Lydia Aid provided refreshments.   
 
12/26 Pastor Kristi is taking the Sunday off, the church will be offering a Festival of Lessons and 
Carols at regular church time. 
 
Council is still studying and discussion of the Parsonage and moving forward. 
 
Nominating Committee is still meeting to speak towards the vacant, or those positions coming to 
term and possible members to feel these positions.  Please pray to discern serving the church in 
these vital ministries. 
Nominating Committee  

• Dennis Olsen, Kelly McKnight and Renee Bowzer have been meeting and calling people to fill open council 
and committee positions. 

• One year position for Stewardship and Finance Chair and Secretary – to completed the term  
• Positions that need to be filled: 

o President-Elect (one year and then two years as Council President) 
o Council Secretary (two-year term) – currently vacant 
o Stewardship and Finance Chair (two-year term) – currently vacant 
o Property and Management (two-year term)   
o Congregational Liaison (one year term) 
o Evangelism (two-year term)  
o Christian Education (two-year term)  
o Lydia Ladies representative (one year term)  
o Financial Secretary (no term limit) 
o 3 positions for Nominating Committee (one year term) 
o 2 Synod representative (one year term) 
o 2 Cemetery board committee (four-year term) – one position is currently vacant  
o Lutherwood Representative (one year term)  
o 2 Memorial Committee (two-year term)  
o Audit Committee (three-year term)  
o Youth Ministry (one year term)  
o Josephine Delegates (no term limit) – will need to check with current delegates to make sure they 

want to continue 
o Wedding Coordinator 
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Mutual Ministry Team 
Pastor Kristi has formed a Mutual Ministry team, with Renee Bowzer, Eric Anderson, Kelly McKnight and 
Harvey Wolden.  This is a two-year term, walking along side Pastor Kristi, giving insight to the history of 
Fir-Conway and receiving feedback.  Along with giving input while forming a vision moving forward.  It is 
also an opportunity for those who call Fir-Conway Lutheran home, to express concerns and ideas of 
envisioning the growth and movement of the Church.  Please reach out to any of the members as you 
feel comfortable doing so.  
 

 

2021 Preschool Report 

“December is such a fun and very busy month.  We learn about Advent and are busy decorating 
the room and making presents.  We have our Christmas program planned for December 15th at 
6:30 in the Sanctuary.  We are very blessed to have a great supportive bunch of parents and 
families.” – Jennifer Case 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events in December 

12/5 2nd Sunday of Advent 

12/7 Worship & Music Committee meeting at 11 a.m. 

12/7 Property & Management meeting scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 

12/8 Stewardship & Finance Committee at 6 p.m. 

12/8 Council Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

12/12 3rd Sunday of Advent, Confirmation after church 

12/15 Preschool Christmas Program at 6:30 p.m. 

12/19 4th Sunday of Advent 

12/24 Christmas Eve Services at 5 p.m. & 10 p.m. 

12/26 Festival of Carols & Lessons at 10 a.m. 

12/25-1/2/22 Front Office will be closed. Pastor Kristi will be available by email and cell. 

 

 


