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   Greetings Members and Friends of Fir-Conway Lutheran Church!  It is amazing and 

humbling, to think I am wrapping up my first month being amongst you as your Pastor!  This past month has 

been one of settling into this role and getting to know many of you. At times, I feel like a yo-yo, going 

forward then getting yanked back.  The rise of Covid cases in Skagit County, might seem like we are getting 

yanked backward, especially with the reinstituting of masking when indoors.  However, while we remain 

diligent and continuing our Covid policies that the Church Council carefully crafted, our prayer is to safely 

worship together with caution. We appreciate your patience, and letting us know your concerns and questions, 

during such a wacky time.   I look forward to many more opportunities, to be able to meet one another.  

 Thank you for the encouragement and grace you’ve extended to me.  If you would like to set up a Pastoral 

Care visit, or to simply meet me, please call the Church Office at (360) 445-5396, I would love to visit with 

you! 

Looking into this coming month, we have many opportunities for service.  Ways to serve this congregation, 

and those ministries we support!  Skagit Valley Family Promise is having their “8th Annual Homeless for a 

Night Fundraiser” September 25th from 5-7 p.m.!  This year it will be at Inspire Church, at 805 Township 

Street in Sedro Woolley.  There will be food, music, fun, and a bringing of awareness to these family’s needs, 

as we enter into Fall and Winter!  We are also gearing up to start collecting warm clothing, and sleeping bags 

for Oasis Teen Lounge, donations can be brought to the church, Mon-Thursday, or Sundays.  Once all 

donations are collected, we will make sure these donations get to the Teen Lounge.  Finally, Operation Shoe 

Box!  It is time to start thinking about ways to help fill a shoebox for a young child.  Keep looking in the 

newsletter of Church Bulletin for other upcoming ways to help out the Ministries that Fir-Conway sponsor. 

I’m super excited to be celebrating with Fir-Conway and all those who’ve partnered with me these past 10 

years, to celebrate my Ordination, September 11th at 1 p.m.  This will be held at Pointe of Grace Lutheran 

Church in Mukilteo Washington.  If you are interested in Carpooling, please reach out to the Front Office and 

we will make sure to connect with one of the families driving down.   

Speaking of the Front Office, for those who are not aware, last Thursday the 26th was Cassie Freer’s last day.  

While we appreciate her gift of service these past 7 years, it was time for a change and breath of fresh air here 

in the Office.  If you have any further questions, please feel free to reach me at pastor@firconwaylutheran.org 

or contact Jon Glastra, Renee Bowser, or David Reep.  We are happy to answer questions and listen to 

concerns.  Our new Office Administrator will be revealed shortly! 

For those interested in being a Lector, we have openings Sept 19th and 26th!  Please check your availability 

and let me know if you are able to help out in this way.   

Finally, please check out the rest of the amazing opportunities mentioned in the Newsletter that are coming 

up!  If you are interested in either starting up a Bible Study, Game Day, or Crafting Day. Please either email 

me or give me a call and we will start planning. 

Blessings,  

 Pastor Kristi  
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Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

The Spirit   

 

On August 1, 2021 I began my third year in the office of bishop for the Northwest Washington 
Synod. It is my pleasure and joy to serve God and to journey with you through this office. I am 

thankful for your partnership, your understanding, your forgiveness, your passion, and your faithfulness. 
 We are living in a time of great turmoil and great opportunity. We are living in (to use a much-overused 
word) unprecedented times. What does this mean for us as individuals? The Northwest Washington Synod? 
The ELCA? The Body of Christ? 
 Many of us feel grief. Grief at what once was but is no longer. Grief that the world keeps changing around 
us and we cannot figure out our place or our sense of call in the middle of so much shifting. It is difficult when 
the world feels rocky and unsteady. It is hard to understand that what we often took for granted is no longer. 
Recently I visited my hometown in eastern Washington. The town is half the size it was when I was growing 
up. As I walked through the downtown, businesses that have been there for decades are gone. Boarded up. 
Abandoned. My world felt rocked. And I grieved. What do you grieve? 
 Many of us feel anger or resentment. We divide ourselves into camps. We use the words, “us” and “them” 
and act as though “our” camp is always right and holy and just. We throw words around like weapons and we 
refuse to truly listen to the other – because we are “right” and they are “wrong.” And nothing will persuade us 
otherwise. In John 8 we hear Jesus tell the men who wanted to throw rocks at a woman accused of adultery, 
“Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ When the men leave, Jesus 
says to the woman, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.” What would 
it mean for us to live into these words of Jesus? 
 Many of us feel exhausted. We are tired. We are weary. For a brief moment it felt as though we were 
moving beyond COVID-19 and then suddenly, with the Delta variant, we were pushed back into worry and 
concern (I am writing this in the middle of August – perhaps the numbers will be better before you read this in 
September!). Quite frankly, I am tired of changing things on the calendar – wondering if something should be 
in-person or online, wondering if I am doing something risky or if I am not taking the variables into enough 
consideration. It is wearisome. What makes you exhausted? 
 Many of us feel there is something more that we are missing. We ache for connection with God and with 
others. We feel lonely when we are alone, and we feel even more isolated when we are in a group. We long 
for meaning. We yearn to truly live, move, and have our being in the Spirit (Acts 17). How does the 
community of Christ answer the loneliness so many are feeling? What have we missed in the life of the church 
and participants? How do we sink even more deeply into the waters of life that God has called us to and given 
us in our baptisms? 
 Many of us are hopeful. Yes, I fully am living in the reality of all that I said above. I am not a Pollyanna. And 
yet, I trust that God is here, God is present, God is active – in this beautiful, flawed world of ours. Right now, in 
our congregations and in our neighborhoods, there are grief-stricken, angry, exhausted, aching-for-connection 
people. And right now, God has given us the opportunity to not only reach out to these people, but to listen 
and reflect, grow and learn together. What a calling! What an opportunity! 
 I encourage you to check out the LiVE Project where you can connect, learn, and grow deeper in faith 
together and with others.  https://lutheransnw.org/ministries/the-live-project 
 You might also be interested in Living Legacy where congregations are encouraged to have deep 
conversations about their values, their dreams, and what God is calling them to do and to be into the future. 
https://lutheransnw.org/programs/living-legacy 
 The synod staff and I are here to journey, listen, and reflect with you. Thank you for these last two years. I 
look forward to this new year together in Christ. 

+Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 
bishop@lutheransnw.org 
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From the VEEP 
“Does it need to be that simple?”  
 
This was an unintentional, but telling, bit of phrasing overheard at a congregational council 
meeting recently. I don’t know what the context was, but it speaks to our complicated relationship 
to simplicity. For many of us, “simple” has a negative connotation. We prefer things to be elegantly 

complex. We are leery of anything that seems too easy. And yet, simple doesn’t have to be pejorative. 
Something can be straightforward and easy to understand and yet still be difficult to put into action. Jesus’ 
command to us is simple enough: Love. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” (Luke 10:27). This is 
straightforward, but we all know it is not always easy. Loving those who hurt us is hard. Figuring out the best 
ways to act in love is complex. As the synod works on strategies for loving the unhoused, the incarcerated, and 
the socially marginalized, we may disagree on the best paths forward. As congregations consider the best way 
to love one another while navigating the constantly changing restrictions on in-person worship, there will be 
confusion and frustration. However, we don’t need to make things unnecessarily complicated. As we tackle 
the hard work of being God’s presence in the world, let us KISS – Keep It Simple Students (of Christ).  
 “But his servants caught up with him and said, “Father, if the prophet had asked you to do something hard 
and heroic, wouldn’t you have done it? So why not this simple ‘wash and be clean’?” 2 Kings 5:13 (The 
Message) 
 As we continue to battle this pandemic, please do “wash and be clean.” Wear masks, stay physically distant, 
avoid large indoor gatherings, get vaccinated if you are able. In these times, these simple acts really are “hard 
and heroic.” When we ask ourselves WWJD, let us remember that the simple answer is always “love.” Does it 
need to be this simple? Maybe not, but maybe it should be.  
 
Here are a few things I or the Synod Council have been up to: 

• The volunteer recruitment team has been raising up names for potential committee members. I’d like to 
thank them for this work and ask those we contact to prayerfully consider sharing their gifts with the 
synod. 

• I met several times with the Vice Presidents Gathering Planning Committee. We had hoped to have an in-
person gathering in Chicago in October, but the spread of the Delta Variant has led us to reconsider. This is 
hard because, like so many others, we are longing to be in one another’s presence. We are, however, 
thankful for the technology that makes other forms of connection possible and remember that God is with 
us all, even when we are scattered around the country. 

• Executive Committee met on August 12. Among other actions, we approved disbursements through the 
Racial Equity and Reparations fund and the Gloria Dei Endowment. 

• Synod Vice Presidents met by Zoom on Saturday, August 14 for our regular monthly informational session. 
Question of the day: How are synods dealing with pastor and/or lay leadership burnout. 

 
Kay Edgerton, Vice President 
NW Washington Synod/ELCA 
veep@lutheransnw.org 
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2022 ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

 Youth of Fir-Conway Lutheran Church! Are you interested in attending  
the national youth gathering next summer? The youth gathering is five days filled with fellowship, 
service, interactive learning, and worship with over 30,000 youths from across the country. The 
dates are July 24-28, 2022 and will be held in Minneapolis. The gathering is open for all youths who 
will be entering 8th grade through 12th grade in the fall of 2021. More information about the youth 
gathering can be found at their website:  
www.elca.org/YouthGathering. 
 Early registration (reduced rates) for the Youth Gathering opens on  
September 22, 2021 and regular registration opens November 22, 2021. I need to know how many 
are interested in going so we can start raising money and getting ready for registration. We do have 
some money in the high school youth account plus there is some scholarship money available, but 
we will need to do some fundraising. I would also like to start monthly youth group gatherings in the 
fall so we can start planning our trip and to socialize, play games, snack, or whatever else you'd like 
to do. 
 Please let me know if you're interested in attending the Youth Gathering.  
Also, I need to know the best way to contact you (youth and parent - text, email, phone?). 
You can reach me by email (jetsue@wavecable.com) or text (360-391-5637). If you have any 
questions, please don't hesitate to get a hold of me. 

Stay safe and peace be with you, 
John Townsend 

Fir Island Video 
 
Fir-Conway Lutheran Church is included in a video recently produced by  
Brad Solomon. This video can be viewed from Brad’s website (skagitcountyexporer.com) or on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/6eWlnLCLHo8 
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Upcoming Service Opportunities: 
 

Skagit Valley Family Promise is having their “8th Annual Homeless for a Night Fundraiser” 

September 25th from 5-7 p.m.! 
 
Start gathering warm clothes and sleeping bags to donate towards Oasis Teen Lounge!  
Donations can be left at the Church, Sundays after service, Mon-Thurs 9:30-3:00 
 
 
Operation Shoebox Gifts, start building and filling your shoebox to give to those in need!  
Look in this weeks bulletin for the Labels and suggested gifts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Want an Easy Way to Donate to FCLC While Shopping? 

  

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from customers' 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organizations they select. The minimum amount 
a charitable organization must accrue to receive a quarterly donation is $5.00. The same products, 
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com are available on AmazonSmile. The difference is that 
when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 

By using Amazon Smile we have generated $43.96! 

On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be remembered, 
and then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation. You 
use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. 
  
Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile  

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your 
choice 

4. Select your charity:  Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 

  

http://smile.amazon.com/
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Worship 

Schedule for September 
 

At the time of writing the newsletter, the transmitter used to broadcast worship will not allow broadcast to the parking lot when the 
service is in the sanctuary. Please check with the church office prior to Sunday’s service if you have any questions. An email will be 
sent out when these problems have been resolved. Thank you for your patience. 
 
Sept 5th:  10:00 Indoor Service 
 

Sept 11th:  1:00 p.m.  Pastor Kristi’s Ordination at Pointe of Grace Lutheran 
 

Sept 12th:  10:00 Outdoor Service 
 

Sept 19th:  10:00 Indoor Service 
 

Sept 26th:  10:00 Fellowship Hall Service  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Books! 
 

Pastor Kristi has brought in a number of books from her personal library to 

share with congregation members and friends. The books are available 

each Sunday, and during the week the box will be by the Front Door. 

 

 


