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Greetings Fir-Conway Lutheran Family,  

 

 I am so very pleased to be called to Fir-Conway and begin my journey with you as we 

work together to envision what the future will look like for this historic, firmly rooted church.  

I feel that there is a richness to this soil and together, we will see new life spring up.  

Fir-Conway has made it through the hibernation of COVID and is ready to spring forth like 

tulips from the rich soil in spring. I am excited to see what springs forth at Fir-Conway. God 

is faithful to all those whom he has called, abundant in love and grace, accomplishes more 

than all we can ask or imagine, and is at work amongst us. We are alive and ready to 

flourish! 

 I want to recognize all the hard work put forth by the Council, Call Committee,  

Office Administrator, and all the unsung heroes that worked behind the scenes to keep  

Fir-Conway going this past year. Thank you for your dedication, and for the gifts of the 

Spirit that you shared with this family. May God bless and keep each of you.  

Your contributions over the past year have blessed us all.   

 Even if our future isn’t as clear as we may like it, we are reminded in Ephesians 4:1-16 

that as believers we have been joined and knitted together built up by love. We do not yet 

know what the journey set before us will be like, but we know that God is traveling with us 

and that He loves us.     

 I want each of you to know, I’m available for pastoral visits and would love to connect as 

I get to know each of you and plug into Fir-Conway Lutheran.  I’m available by email at 

pastor@firconwaylutheran.org. Feel free to email me and we can set up time for 

conversations after August 8th.    

 May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit dwell among you. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Kristi 

   Fir-Conway Lutheran Church Established 1888 

News from the Pews 

August 2021 

Message from Pastor Kristi 

"Thank you for your patience with the delay of the newsletter.   
We had many important announcements and articles come in at 
the last minute. Pastor Kristi appreciates everyone practicing 
flexibility as we adjust through this time of transition."  

mailto:pastor@firconwaylutheran.org
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Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee 

The Spirit   

 
My dining room table has been my office for 
sixteen months. Right now, as I look at the 
surface I see my computer, a picture of my 
kids, my phone, a coffee cup, two glasses filled 

halfway with water, my notebook, gum, sticky notes, my Bible, 
The Management of Policies and Procedures for Management 
of the Roster of the ELCA, The ELCA Constitution, various stacks 
of paper, some books I want to read, the ELW, my devotion 
book, and pushed way out of the way, at the very edge of the table, my lovely quilted table runner and candles 
that used to sit in the middle of the dining room table (when it wasn’t being used to eat on). 
 If my dining room table could speak, it would say, “I am tired. I am tired of you sitting here day after day. I am 
tired of you making a mess on me. I am tired of not being used for what I’m supposed to be used for. I am tired.” 
 Or maybe … I’m projecting. 
 When this pandemic first hit, the synod staff and I went into emergency mode. We made plans. We sent out 
emails. We revised (and revised and revised) COVID-19 guidelines. Like you, we kept going and going. And we 
have survived. And you have survived. Together, we have survived. 
 And together … we are tired. 
 As you might recall, Jesus also got tired. There are many verses throughout the Gospels where we read: 
“Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed."  … "Jesus was sleeping."  … "He didn't want anyone to know 
which house he was staying in." 
 And it didn’t start in the Gospels. Truly, from the beginning of time, we hear how God rested. In Genesis, God 
rested on the seventh day. And God understood rest not only for Godself but also for the very creatures that God 
created. The only thing that God calls holy in the creation account is the sabbath. When God gave Moses the Ten 
Commandments God specifically declared, “Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy.”  And this 
commandment was for everyone – including outsiders and animals. Fully fifteen percent of life was to be sabbath. 
In this commandment we hear how the sabbath is sacred for those who live in relationship with a living God – this 
God who rescued people from slavery in a land where no rest was allowed. 
 I think somewhere we forgot the rhythms that God placed on this earth. The rhythm that is in the very way 
that trees grow and lay dormant; how tides ebb and flow; how spring moves into summer and into fall and into 
winter and back to spring. While it is true that Jesus did say, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not 
humankind for the sabbath,” he also said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.”  
 Sabbath is a time of rest, a time of renewal, and a time to listen for what God is up to in our lives, in our 
communities, and in our world. Sabbath is a time to reflect on the world without rushing to “fix it.” Sabbath is not 
“guilt-ridden stolen time.” Instead, sabbath is holy. Sabbath is sacred. Sabbath is commanded and modeled by 
God. 
 Beloveds, we are called to sabbath. We are called to sabbath even when it seems the needs of all are pressing 
in on us. While you – and your vocations, your desires, your gifts, your responsibilities – are important, so is 
understanding that the world does not revolve around your work. And, in taking sabbath, you become a better 
leader and servant. 
 Enjoy August. Take sabbath. Let others take sabbath. The world is in good hands. In the best hands. In God’s 
hands. (And yes, I am going to clean off my dining room table. Soon.) 
 

☩Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee   
bishop@lutheransnw.org  

mailto:bishop@lutheransnw.org
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From the VEEP 

 The Synod is looking for a few good people!  
Ask not what the Synod can do for you, ask what you can do for the Synod!  

We have a lot of things going on here in the NW Washington Synod and we need 
volunteers to help us accomplish all of our goals.  

We have a brand-new Volunteer Recruitment Team, and you might hear from them 
soon as they begin reaching out to folks to fill some of these slots. If you feel called to share 
your gifts with the synod, you can also reach out to me at veep@lutheransnw.org or to our 

Director of Evangelical Mission, Dianne Johnson, at dem@lutheransnw.org. 
 

• Finance Committee:  
As outlined in our current Financial Policies document – 6 members.  
Four appointed by SC to 4-year terms. Terms shall be staggered. Committee also includes the 
Synod Treasurer and the bishop or a representative of the bishop’s office. Functions: gather 
and compile information for the development of the budget, review and recommend 
revisions to these financial policies, monitor income and expenditures, support the treasurer, 
and serve as a resource to Synod Council. 

• Restricted Accounts Review Task Force:  
This will be a limited term, single task group.  
The goal is to research the history of our restricted accounts to determine what these 
monies may be used for. Members of this team should have good historical research skills. 
This isn’t so much about the money as the history of the money. 

• Maritime Ministry Endowment Fund:  
Appointed by the SC to 3-year, staggered terms, at least 3 members. Meet at least twice a 
year to promote the fund and distribute income. Currently needs a new chairperson. The 
Treasurer and Bishop or bishop designee are ex-officio members. 

• Because of You: Renewing Congregations Fund Oversight:  
Purpose: receive proposals for initiatives/projects for their consideration in dispersing the 
funds. We are looking for four people, 2 lay, 2 rostered.  All meetings could be by zoom. 
 

 There will be many other opportunities as we do the work of discovering what a post pandemic church 
looks like. “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.” 
1 Corinthians 12:4-6.  
 Here are a few things I or the Synod Council have been up to: 

• Secretary Gail Rautmann resigned her position due to changing personal circumstances. We thanked her 
for her service and appointed former synod secretary Deanna Wildermuth as Secretary Pro Tempore. The 
position is up for election at Synod Assembly 2022. 

• Executive Committee met on July 8. We worked on the agenda for the July 17 council meeting and 
discussed issues around reopening churches as the pandemic restrictions are lifted. 

• Synod Council met July 17. We welcomed our newly elected members and bid farewell to those whose 
terms have come to an end. (Find the full list of members here: https://lutheransnw.org/pages/synod-
council-committees)  

 
Kay Edgerton, Vice President, NW Washington Synod/ELCA 
veep@lutheransnw.org 

mailto:veep@lutheransnw.org
mailto:dem@lutheransnw.org
https://lutheransnw.org/pages/synod-council-committees
https://lutheransnw.org/pages/synod-council-committees
mailto:veep@lutheransnw.org
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2022 ELCA Youth Gathering 
 

 Youth of Fir-Conway Lutheran Church! Are you interested in attending  

the national youth gathering next summer? The youth gathering is five days filled with 
fellowship, service, interactive learning, and worship with over 30,000 youths from across 
the country. The dates are July 24-28, 2022 and will be held in Minneapolis. The gathering 
is open for all youths who will be entering 8th grade through 12th grade in the fall of 2021. 
More information about the youth gathering can be found at their website:  
www.elca.org/YouthGathering. 
 Early registration (reduced rates) for the Youth Gathering opens on  
September 22, 2021 and regular registration opens November 22, 2021. I need to know 
how many are interested in going so we can start raising money and getting ready for 
registration. We do have some money in the high school youth account plus there is some 
scholarship money available, but we will need to do some fundraising. I would also like to 
start monthly youth group gatherings in the fall so we can start planning our trip and to 
socialize, play games, snack, or whatever else you'd like to do. 
 Please let me know if you're interested in attending the Youth Gathering.  
Also, I need to know the best way to contact you (youth and parent - text, email, phone?). 
You can reach me by email (jetsue@wavecable.com) or text (360-391-5637). If you have 
any questions, please don't hesitate to get a hold of me. 

Stay safe and peace be with you, 
John Townsend 

 

 
 

Fir-Conway Lutheran Church Preschool 
 

 The Preschool is so excited to be open this year! We will be getting the classrooms ready 

during the month of August. Also, we are pressure washing  

our outside player area and installing new bark. 

 We are grateful our entire staff will be returning. 

~Jennifer & Jana 

 

Elevator Update 

We have had two service companies come out to repair our elevator and both have 

decreed the elevator beyond repair. The Council is evaluating options for 

replacement. 

http://www.elca.org/YouthGathering
mailto:jetsue@wavecable.com
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Worship 

Schedule for August 
 

At the time of writing the newsletter, the transmitter used to broadcast worship will not allow 
broadcast to the parking lot when the service is in the sanctuary. Please check with the church 
office prior to Sunday’s service if you have any questions. An email will be sent out when these 
problems have been resolved. Thank you for your patience. 
 

August 15:   12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Pastor Kristi Lambing 
 Outdoor Worship with Communion  
August 23: 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Pastor Kristi Lambing 
 Worship in the Sanctuary with Communion 
August 29: 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Pastor Kristi Lambing 
 Outdoor Worship with Communion 

 

 

 

Want an Easy Way to Donate to FCLC While Shopping? 

  

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from customers' 
eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organizations they select. The minimum amount 
a charitable organization must accrue to receive a quarterly donation is $5.00. The same products, 
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com are available on AmazonSmile. The difference is 
that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the 
purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice. 

By using Amazon Smile we have generated $43.96! 
On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be remembered, 
and then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation. You 
use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. 
  
Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile  

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 

3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your 
choice 

4. Select your charity:  Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 

http://smile.amazon.com/
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It is not too early to start purchasing items for your Operation Christmas Child box.   
With school supplies starting to go on sale, now is the perfect opportunity to purchase items 
for your boxes. Boxes will be collected in November. If you have any questions, please 
contact Renee Bowzer (rbowzer@wavecable.com). 

 

 

 

All archive photos are in the process of being scanned to preserve the pictorial history  
of the church. Ultimately, the original photos need to be preserved in acid free boxes. 

  

mailto:rbowzer@wavecable.com
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     Bernice Dolin passed away on Friday, July 30, 2021 at her home in Mount Vernon. She was born on  

September 23, 1924 at the home of her grandparents at Dry Slough, Fir Island to Henry J. and  
Inga M (Tellesbo) Omholt. 

     She attended the two-room school house at Milltown, WA for first and second grade and was taught by 
her Aunt Ida Omholt. She also attended the old Washington, Lincoln and Roosevelt grade schools in 

Mount Vernon. She graduated with the class of 1942 from Mount Vernon High School. 

     Bernice married Robert Johnsen in January of 1945, with whom she had two children. The couple 
divorced in 1948 and when her two children were in school she returned to work. She worked as a clerk 

stenographer for Home Transfer and Olmsted Transportation for over 13 years. She was briefly married 
to L. E. Hunter during those years. She then went on to work for the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

(DVR) retiring after twenty-two years. She married Harley Dolin in July of 1971 and he passed away from 
cancer in March of 1974. 
     After retirement, Bernice volunteered in the gift shop at the Mount Vernon Senior Center and was on 

the Senior Advisory Board from January of 1995 until late 2016. She was a member of the Lydia Ladies Aid 

Circle at the Fir-Conway Lutheran Church where she was baptized and confirmed. Since her retirement 

she had lunch regularly with others who retired from DVR since 1989, until late 2016 when her health 

made it too difficult to continue. She also enjoyed reading and crossword puzzles. 
     Bernice is survived by her daughter, Judith A. McNeil; son, Marc B. (Valerie) Palmer; daughter-in-law, 

Mary Johnsen; grandsons, Brandon and William Palmer and Joey Johnsen; granddaughter, Kelli L. 
Johnsen; great-grand-daughter, Alexis Johnsen; two great-great-granddaughters, Krystal and Stephanie 

Johnsen and many nieces, nephews and cousins on the Omholt and Tellesbo side of the family. She was 
preceded in death by her husbands, Robert Johnsen, Laurence Hunter, Harley Dolin; son, Steven 

Johnsen, October 29, 2016; son-in-law, Wally McNeil, December 10, 2020; grandsons, Richard L. Johnsen, 
November 28, 2019, and Henry Akin, June 15, 2006; parents, Henry J. and Inga M (Tellesbo) Omholt; 
brother, Archie Harlan Omholt in 2012 and her twin cousins, Joseph and Leo Tellesbo and Linda Tellesbo. 

     Viewing for Bernice will be held on Friday, August 6, 2021 from 1:00PM until 5:00PM and on Monday, 
August 9, 2021 from 9:00AM until Noon at Kern Funeral Home. A public graveside service will be held 

Monday, August 9, 2021 at Fir-Conway Lutheran Cemetery at 1:00PM. Memorial contributions may be 

made to Hospice of the Northwest (www.hospicenw.org) the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, 

1100 Fairview Ave N., Seattle, WA, 98109 or Fir-Conway Lutheran Church, 18101 Fir Island Road, Mount 
Vernon, WA 98273. Arrangements are under the care of Kern Funeral Home of Mount Vernon. 

http://www.hospicenw.org/
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Fir-Conway Lutheran Church 

Council Minutes 
July 14, 2021 

 
Committee Reports:  
 
Lydia’s Ladies Aid – They have not met and have nothing to report at this time. 
 
Evangelism – Committee has not met. Matt had purchased enough food to feed 40 people at 
Friendship House (average 36 people served per meal).  Unbeknownst to Matt they needed 20 
meals for a homeless shelter in Burlington. Fortunately, Matt had some backup meals and was 
able to serve all the people that needed food. 
 
Worship and Music – Mary Jo is having surgery on July 21st.  Nancy is recovering from  
COVID-19. Renee ordered more communion cups. 
 
Property and Management – No report at this time. 
 
Christian Education – Kristina developed a survey and it was emailed out to the congregation.  
She has received two replies back from the survey. 
 
Congregational Liaison – No report at this time. 
 
Current Council/Committee Positions Open 
 Stewardship and Finance  2-year position 
 Secretary  2-year position 
 Cemetery Board Member  4-year position 
 
Call Committee: 

• The ordination Service for Pastor Kristi will be on September 11th at Point of Grace Church 
in Mukilteo. 

• The installation Service for Pastor Kristi will be on October 10th at 2:00 at FCLC. 
  
Re-Opening the Church: 

• Offer masks if people want to wear a mask. Masks are suggested for unvaccinated or partially 
vaccinated individuals. 

• Maintain 6 feet social distancing and continue with seating in every other pew. 

• We will continue to increase ventilation by opening windows and doors and use window fans. 

• We will redo the signs at all the entrances. Kristina will send Renee a copy of the sign that they 
use at her work. 

• We will continue to have every other Sunday outdoors so we can accommodate the people who 
cannot make it up the stairs. 

 
Elevator:  

• The company that installed the current elevator is no longer in business.   

• JWS came out and inspected the elevator and the Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) is 
obsolete and the elevator is apparently beyond economical repair.   
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• Jon reported that during a telephone conversation with the technician, he emphasized 
repeatedly that using a manual override switch to move the elevator when occupied is 
DANGEROUS, and could expose FCLC to very serious financial liability in the event of an 
injury. Currently the elevator is disabled to prevent such use.  

• In 1986 the state of Washington issued a special variance allowing installation of this 
residential-grade device in our church. Jon believes it is unlikely a new variance would be 
issued for a residential-grade replacement from Washington State Labor and Industry. 

• The elevator due for re-inspection next year.  In its current, inoperable state, it is likely the State 
will pull the operating permit. 

• Advantage Elevator came out in March 2019 – Jon will contact them to get a second opinion 

• Options: 
o An ADA-approved wheelchair ramp on the west side of the sanctuary; an architect would 

need to design a ramp 
o Install a new elevator 
o A Vertical Exterior Platform lift (Pastor Kristi will get the name of the company that installed 

a lift at Burlington Lutheran). 
 
Use of Round-up:  Judy shared that 40% vinegar is very effective. Renee shared her vinegar 
weed killer recipe that is effective at killing weeds (one gallon of regular vinegar; 1 ½ cups of water 
softener salt and 1-½ tablespoons of dawn dish detergent). Renee made a motion to discontinue 
the use of Round-up on church property, including the parsonage. Seconded by Jon. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Facilities Use:  The facilities use agreement fees was discussed. Matt made a motion that we 
revise the current facilities use agreement to read kitchen use will be $25.00 per hour with a 
minimum $100.00 fee. Seconded by Jon. Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Janitorial and Landscaping Services:  We would like to have the church and the church grounds 
look good for the October 10th Installation of the new pastor at 2:00. We will discuss final plans at 
the August Council Meeting. 
   
New Members Sunday:  Pastor Kristi will contact Bishop Shelley to find out if she can do this now 
or needs to wait until she is installed. Discussion about if we have a list of people who wish to be 
new members?   
 
Dedication Concert for the New Piano: Jon will have talk with John Anderson about available 
dates. We will discuss at August Council Meeting. 
 
Cemetery Committee Update: 

• Jon shared that the Cemetery Committee meet on 7/13/21. They approved the Locken family 
request to have the carpentry tool images on the niche at the columbarium.   

• Moving forward, written specifications on what design elements are approved/allowed need to 
be sent out to all the people who have purchased niches and should be part of any future 
purchase and sale agreements. 

• Kelly will contact Amy for the list of people who currently own niches and they will be notified of 
the approved/allowed design elements. Kelly will also work with Amy to revise the purchase and 
sale agreement to include the approved/allowed design element specifications. 
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• Discussion about the Cemetery Committee Record Keeper should be part of the committee.  
According to the constitution C13.05.04. The Cemetery Committee shall appoint a Record 
Keeper from the voting membership of the congregation. The Record Keeper need not be a 
member of the committee, and is responsible for the accurate recording of all new activities 
related to the cemetery, updating of old recorders, and safe keeping of original documents.  
Therefore, the record keeper can be a member of the committee according to our constitution, 
but that person also needs to be a member of the congregation. 

 
Scouts: Kelly made a motion to allow the Scouts to use the multipurpose room. Seconded by 
Judy. Motion passed unanimously. Kristina to contact Brynn Frydenlund to let her know. Renee will 
purchase a flag and flag pole for the multipurpose room. 
 
Personnel: 
According to Washington State employment law, Cassie should be getting 32 hours a year as 
opposed to her contract which states 24 hours per year (she will get one extra day a year). 
Cassie’s contract states that she gets one week vacation (24 hours a year). Since Cassie has been 
in her position for 7 years it was decided that she should get 48 hours paid vacation a year  
(2 weeks vacation). Jon made a motion to increase Cassie’s yearly sick leave to 32 hours a year 
and to increase her paid vacation to 48 hours per year. Seconded by Renee. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Pastor’s Compensation Package: 
 Base Salary     $20,247.00 
 Housing Allowance    $38,400.00 
 Social Security payment allowance $  4,486.00 
 Pension Contribution (13%)  $  8,207.00 
 Total Compensation Package  $71,340.00 
 
It was moved by Jon to accept the compensation package as presented.  Seconded by Renee.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
  
Judy moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Dave. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:45 PM 
 
Minutes submitted by Renee Bowzer 

 
 

 
The next Council meeting will be on Wednesday, August 11th at 6:30 PM. 

 


