
 

 

 

A Looking Glass Into the Community’s Future May 2017 

Virtue of the Month: Idealism 
Dates of Note / Upcoming Events 

May 18 - 25: Elementary Track and Field training 

begins; 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM every day 

except Fridays 

May 22: Summer Games Soccer Training begins, 
running Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM, until 
end of school year 

May 22: Community Meeting -Band Hall 5:00 PM 

May 24: PAGC Elementary (K–8) Track and Field 

Competition in Sturgeon Lake 

May 26: 27: PAGC High School Track and Field 

Competition in Prince Albert 

May 27: Community Clean-Up, Sikachu, starting 

at the Dock at 11:00 AM 

May 28: Community Clean-Up, Hall Lake, starting 

at the Band Hall at noon 
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SHSAA Badminton Districts A Learning Curve for 

Sally Ross Players………….………………………..…7 
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E X C H A N G E S :  B R E A K I N G  F R E E  O F  C U L T U R A L  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  

IS O L A T I O N I S M  
By Ken MacDougall, B.A., B.Ed., M.T.M. 

High School Mathematics / Science Teacher, Sally Ross School 

 

No matter how many reserves I visit, two aspects of 
youth under the age of 16 always floor me for their 
consistency. The first observation comes naturally, with 
kids at play; they’re happy, relate to one another quite 
easily, and most of all, are surprisingly athletic, with a 
capacity to play or learn and become good at a wide 
range of sports and skills. Put them into a classroom, 
and their willingness to learn is equally well noted, with 
the shy ones being bolstered and encouraged by those 
in the classroom “quicker on the draw” to understand 
the points the teacher is trying to make.  

The second point, however, is far more worrying, 
that being the constantly downward trending linear 
curve that is formed whenever you compare age to 
grade attained by these same students.  

Why is that? You don’t have to be an academic to 
find reasons for this slump, almost all can be paired with 
one or more sociological, psychological, economic or 
culturally based factors: the residential school 
experience of the older generations, the colonialist 
mentality of Eurocentric educators in minimizing the 
significance of history, language and culture to First 
Nation peoples in providing curriculum study 
opportunity, or reserve isolation restricting economic 
opportunity and development.  

Conversely, though, there is a reactionary element 
within society that has its own point of view as “reason” 
for this problem, be it fact-based or simply formulated 
on the basis of racial bias and stereotyping. These 
pronouncements share the same premises, namely, that 
Indigenous leaders create “whining points” for 
individuals too “lazy” to fend for themselves, convince 
weak governments to fund remediation for each and 
every such minor concerns, then expropriate whatever 
funding is provided in “solutions” that are constructed 
only for personal gain. In turn, public expression of such 
opinions only continues to feed further intolerance, all 
while creating artificial roadblocks on the pathways of 
indigenous economic emancipation.  

From a personal perspective, I blame “politics” in 
impeding the progression of indigenous educational 
objectives. Ironically, albeit practised in lesser 
proportion than that as experienced by American 
reserves, politicians to the right of the political scale 
attempt to justify minimalist funding to First Nation 
programs by cynically maintaining indigenous peoples 

“don’t pay their fair share of taxes”, while at the same 
time quietly nibbling away at the budgetary allocations 
given to the public sector. As an example, it took British 
Columbia teachers almost ten years and many court 
battles before they were finally able to extract funds 
from the Christy Clarke government to reverse the 
trend towards larger and less safe pupil-to-teacher 
ratios in their classrooms, and secure supplementary 
funding so that so-called “master” teachers, persons 
with either a long history of quality teaching in a core 
subject (Mathematics, English Literacy and Science) or 
holding post-Baccalaureate degrees could be hired in 
the majority of schools province-wide.  

These problems still exist in all of our reserve-based 
schools in Saskatchewan, and with the recent budgetary 
cutbacks being implemented by the provincial 
government, continue to worsen in the public sector, 
particularly in rural regions. First Nation leaders, in 
pointing out these factors, should be reaching out to the 
public sector and forming alliances so as to fight fiscal 
chicanery, or at least be more vocal in pointing out the 
similarity of their mutual problems; instead, they blindly 
focus their intentions inwardly in the difficult task of 
gaining control of their own educational systems 
through the federal process – even though the provision 
of educational services is a provincial responsibility.  

Such intent on the part of our leaders may be 
necessary and required according to various treaty 
provisions; however, what it tends instead to do is draw 
First Nations educational leaders further down a 
pathway of isolationism and divorcing of core 
curriculum objectives designed to give all students, 
indigenous or otherwise, a firm foundation for tackling 
the truly global expectations of our future economic 
expansion. This lack of communication between the 
public and First Nations systems, itself an effect created 
by cultural isolationism, has resulted in reserve-based 
schools and their teachers becoming unsterilized Petri 
dishes for questionable course experimentation and 
research. In that process, “education” mistakenly 
became the “problem” to First Nation leaders, not the 
assimilative method by which European-educated elites 
chose to produce the “final solution” for educating 
indigenous youth.  – the “residential school”.  

 (Continued on Page 4)  
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE CLASSROOM 

CABIN FEVER HITS GRADE TWO’S 

By Ms. C. Gardewine 

 

1Diaz hard at work - and no Skittles in sight... 

May 1, 2017 
Well, folks, today was the first time that the 

grade two class ever went to the school cabin 
together and I just want to tell you what a 
wonderful time we had.  

Before we left the school this morning, we 
each created our own booklets to take with us. 
Students printed their first and last names, and 
the title: Our Trip to the School Cabin, on their 
booklet. The ride in was quite bumpy, but there 
were no complaints from students, not even the 
ones sitting at the very back of the van, who 
undoubtedly experienced the most bumps.  

We parked a little way from the cabin and 
walked in because the road was a little too rough 
in one particular area. Again, all students handled 
this like the little troopers they are. Ms. 
Anderson-Boucher’s class accompanied us and 
were very helpful in assisting with the younger 
students. Thank you, Ashton, Bradley, Zach, Dani, 
Eagleheart and Jasmine.  

While at the cabin, we enjoyed homemade 
cookies, chips, and hot dogs roasted on an open 

fire. We read a book about the many 
transformations of lady bugs and we drew in our 
booklets, pictures of our beautiful surroundings.  

We went on a nature walk through the trails. 
Well, it started out as a trail anyway……so some 
students and a teacher may have returned home 
with a few scrapes and scratches.  

I’m sure by now you have all heard from your 
child, about our wonderful field trip. Please thank 
your children again for me because they are 
exceptionally well behaved and it is a pleasure to 
take them anywhere. There will be more of these 
all-day trips to the cabin this year.  

2nd grade students in attendance were: 
Skyler, Azura, Breanna, Mariam,Jayden, 
Diaz(couldn’t keep his shoes on……can’t say that I 
blame him), Tiandra, Rosie, Ethan (who just 
happens to be a great outdoorsman, stayed 
outside the entire time and helped with the fire), 
Kaidance, Thomas, and Emma. 

Absolutely perfect attendance for the month 
of April was achieved by Breanna and Jayden. The 
recycle queen for April is Azura. Way to go young 
ladies!  The Most Improved Student award for 
April goes to two students:  Skyler and Emma! The 
treasure chest has been restocked and is ready for 
you to choose your prizes from. 

Thank you to everyone participating in our 
bottle/can drive. It sure is helping us raise the 
amount needed for our event next month. Special 
thanks to Mrs. Fremont for the gigantic bag of 
milk jugs, Mr. Cabral for taking our recyclables to 
Sarcan, and to Kennetch….who offered a cash 
donation. We really do appreciate the offer, but 
we take great pride in putting forth our best 
efforts to achieve our goal independently 
first…….if we can’t…..expect a call!   

Thank you, Mr. MacDougall, for taking 
initiative with the newsletter and giving us all a 
voice. 
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B R E A K I N G  F R E E  O F  C U L T U R A L  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  I S O L A T I O N I S M  (Continued from Page 2) 

 

Over the past twenty years, the educational reform 
movement for First Nations has become dominated by 
an application of principles better expressed in the 
chorus of Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” than actual 
classroom observation of behaviour and learning. Take, 
for instance, the treatise that, in order for indigenous 
youth to perceive some “value” in attending classes, it 
was important to produce as many “role models” – 
teachers who were themselves indigenous – as quickly 
as possible.  

This in itself is a great idea, and is a “standard” in 
assisting minorities to adapt to societal expectations not 
normally encountered within the cultural landscape of 
the individual. However, in formulating the university-
required training program to develop that pool of 
educators, those leading the reform parade decided for 
whatever reason that these degree-based efforts had to 
be radically shortened (the words they preferred were 
“compressed” and “enriched”), so that these 
educational pioneers could “get out there” and 
immediately start to change the mentality of the 
children towards even attending school.  

Unfortunately, it wasn’t the first order of business in 
“attitude adjustment” that required change, but rather 
the mindsets of parents and older generations who’d 
suffered under the tutelage of the residential schools, 
who’d long ago concluded in their minds, “school”, 
complete with the abuse and domination of power and 
cultural suppression that they encountered in their own 
youth at residential schools, was “the problem”. It 
therefore should come as no surprise that they wanted 
nothing to do with helping to revitalize the educational 
processes on reserves, even if the bands could now 
exercise some modicum of control as to the conditions 
under which their children would learn.  

Now that we find ourselves with sufficient numbers 
of such “role models”, the next step in validating the 
worthiness of such individuals to “teach” should be 
finding a place for them within the public sector. 
Unfortunately, irrespective of educational course 
specialization and methodology studied by these 
graduates at SUNTEP, NORTEP or similar programs 
established outside Saskatchewan, they are still not 
given meaningful roles in the public school’s classrooms 
save for assuming teaching duties in “culturally 
appropriate” learning environments, such as instructing 
First Nations history, treaty law, or language. 

This may be seen as “progress”, but is really nothing 
more than ghettoization in a system that still believes 
indigenous teachers are “insufficiently educated” to 

assume the more important duties of presenting core 
subject materials to the general public.  

In the absence of First Nation leaders confronting 
such opposition to social inclusion, local school boards, 
particularly in rural areas and their “taxpayer-friendly” 
politicians will continue to feed their constituents this 
nonsense. It’s now time to stomp on those outbursts.  

Sounds “simple enough”, doesn’t it? Unfortunately, 
it requires a massive public effort to “educate” the 
authorities within the public sector before meaningful 
change can occur, and most of this must start at home. 

  
What I’m now waiting for are parents, seeing 

progress being made in the fields of First Nation 
educational development, abandoning the premise that 
the school is “the enemy”, and finally allowing their 
children to embark upon their life’s learning journeys as 
their Elders of generations ago interpreted learning.  

Before I could complete my Master’s thesis, I had to 
confront my own inadequacies in understanding the 
indigenous educational concerns. My choices therefore 
became, take a course in cross-cultural awareness, and 
put these theoretical premises into practical reality, or 
remain incapable of providing adequate insight into the 
message my meager research was providing me. 

I chose Option 1 - to listen. 
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MORE REFLECTIONS FROM THE 

(OUTDOOR) CLASSROOM 

TRACK AND FIELD DAY A HUGE SUCCESS 
By Ken MacDougall 

 Tuesday, May 9th was like any 
other (expected) day in Hall Lake; it 
was warm – well, sort of, it was 
sunny – depending upon whether 
or not you’re an optimist, AND for 
“kickers” almost every student that 
should have been in school that day 
was in school that day. 

What’s wrong with that 
picture? Nothing at all – in fact, Mr. 
Natomagan probably spent the best 
part of Sunday ordering it up for 
Track and Field Day – and he 
definitely got his wish fulfilled. 

On Track Day, teachers are 
supposed to grab a clipboard, take 
a host of young bodies that for the 
most part you’d wish would sit still 
once in a while, and this day – mind 
you, ONLY on this day – you let 
them fly around doing stuff you’d 
be cringing at while on recess duty 
– jumping over high bars just to do 
nose plants on a big mat placed in 

such a position that the OTHER end of the body is supposed to land on first, racing down a track 
that looks like the construction site of a new 10-storey Band Office, and hoping the poor kid 
doesn’t get eaten by the huge rocks that have been awakened from their winter slumber. 

Parents should check the next page, just to find out how your own children did in the 
individual events. And IF you find out that they won, you might want to consider getting out 
there and getting yourself fit along with them, just to make certain that next year, they may not 
be as successful, but will definitely be having fun keeping up their own body fitness levels.   

Who knows? Next year, we might end up having Andre de Grasse monitoring and 
marshalling the day’s events. The way I look at it, if Mr. Natomagan can pull this day off with 
such great success and minimal problems to be resolved, he can do almost anything. 

 (Results of the Meet Are Posted on Page 6) 
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TRACK AND FIELD DAY A HUGE SUCCESS: THE RESULTS 
 

GIRLS 5/6 First Second Third GIRLS 9/10 First Second Third 
Long Jump Myra Bell Jade Halkett Aliyah 

Opikokew 
Ball Throw Jolene Charles Kaily Ross Charmaine 

Roberts 

50 Meters Myra Bell Jasmine 
Charles 

Jade Halkett High Jump Jolene Charles Kaily Ross Felicia Charles 

Skipping Rope Myra Bell Joshlynn 
Charles 

Dayna Ratt Triple Jump Jolene Charles Felicia Charles Alicia Charles 

Tug of War Jade / Myra Arya / 
Joshlynn 

Dayna / 
Aliyah 

75 Meters Kaily Ross Jolene Charles Felicia Charles 

3-Legged Race Joshlynn 
Charles / Aliyah 
Opikokew 

Myra Bell / 
Dayna Ratt 

Jasmine 
Charles / Leah 
McKenzie 

Skipping Rope Felicia Charles Jolene Charles Mona Bell 

BOYS 5/6 First Second Third Tug of War Kaily Ross Amber 
Daniels 

Mona Bell 

Ball Throw Johnny Halkett Chase 
Keighley 

Kaleb Halkett 3-Legged Race Charmaine 
Roberts / Julie 
Ross 

Alicia Charles 
/ Emma Inglis 

Kaily Ross / 
Jolene Charles 

Long Jump Kaleb Halkett Chase 
Keighley 

Johnny 
Halkett 

BOYS 9/10 First Second Third 

50 Meters Johnny Halkett Kaleb Halkett Chase 
Keighley 

Ball Throw Jarek Halkett Victor Bell Cody 
McKenzie 

3-Legged Race Kaleb / Chase Jace Bird / 
Johnny 

 High Jump Jarek Halkett Victor Bell Travis Halkett 

GIRLS 7/8 First Second Third Long Jump Jarek Halkett Travis Halkett Victor Bell 

Ball Throw Jayden 
Eyahpaise 

Terryn Ross Shannon 
Charles 

Triple Jump Travis Halkett Victor Bell Jarek Halkett 

High Jump Breanna 
Charles 

Jayden 
Eyahpaise 

Terryn Ross 50 Meters Travis Halkett Jarek Halkett Jimmy Halkett 

Long Jump Breanna 
Charles 

Jayden 
Eyahpaise 

Terryn Ross 200 Meters Travis Halkett Ethan 
Lariviere 

Jarek Halkett 

50 Meters Terryn Ross Emma Venne Breanna 
Charles 

Tug of War Jarek Halkett 
/ Travis 
Halkett 

Abel Halkett / 
Ethan 
Lariviere 

 

Skipping Rope Jayden 
Eyahpaise 

Breanna 
Charles 

Rosie 
McKenzie 

3-Legged Race Jarek  / Travis 
Halkett 

Victor Bell / 
Jimmy Halkett 

Ethan / Cody 

Tug of War Breanna/Terryn Keira  / Emma  Rosie 
McKenzie  

GIRLS 
11/12 

First Second Third 

3-Legged Race Miriam 
Charlette / 
Angie Keighley 

Emma Venne 
/ Rosie 
McKenzie 

Miley Charles 
/ Emma 
Venne 

Ball Throw Natasha 
Roberts 

Chantel 
Charles 

Janay Flett 

BOYS 7/8 First Second Third High Jump Janay Flett Sandra 
Halkett 

Elise 
Eyahpaise 

Ball Throw Thompson 
Halkett 

George 
Halkett 

Seth Keighley Long Jump Janay Flett Natasha 
Roberts 

Chantel 
Charles 

High Jump Andre Charles George 
Halkett 

Diaz Halkett 75 Meters Natasha 
Roberts 

Chantel 
Charles 

Janay Flett 

Triple Jump Thomas Ross Andre Charles George 
Halkett 

BOYS 
11/12 

First Second Third 

50 Meters Andre Charles Seth Keighley Diaz Halkett High Jump Orlen Halkett Allen Smith Shawn 
Halkett 

75 Meters Andre Charles Seth Keighley Sanders 
McKenzie 

Long Jump Atlee Charles Orlen Halkett Allen Smith 

Tug of War Thompson 
Halkett / Diaz 
Halkett 

Seth Keighley 
/ Giovanni 
Morin 

George 
Halkett 

100 Meters Allen Smith Atlee Charles Lazarus 
Lariviere 

3-Legged Race Seth Keighley / 
Andre Charles 

Diaz Halkett / 
Skyler Bell 

Thompson 
Halkett / 
Drevin Ratt 

400 Meters Orlen Halkett Atlee Charles Allen Smith 
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2 A very smart dog waits until both Iesha, on the left, and 

Megan have both loosed their arrows... 

THE SPORTS REPORT – EXTENDED EDITION 

NAIG Competition Results Make No One Happy 
By Ken MacDougall 

 

Imagine yourself being hungry, then going to the 
fridge and pulling out the bargain brand three cheese 
slices you enjoy grilling up for a bedtime snack sitting 
there on the shelf, awaiting your attention. Only 
problem is, they’re all stuck together, and before you 
can even butter the top of the sandwich and throw it on 
the grill, you’ve got to separate each piece. 

How are you going to do that?  
With an arrow… 
Huh??? 
Now, imagine how Megan Halkett and Iesha Smith 

felt after returning from the NAIG archery qualifying 
shoot-out in Regina on April 29th and 30th. After leaving 
the rest of the would-be competitors in the dust at the 
trial shoot in Spiritwood earlier in the month, both 
seemed destined to be going to NAIG, one as the official 
competitor, and the other as “alternate”. 
So, what happened? 

It seems someone else had a “slightly better day” in 

Regina, leaving both Megan and Iesha to be considered 
for the alternate position – with both tied on score.  

Megan Halkett was subsequently announced as the 
alternate earlier this month, leaving Iesha here in Hall 
Lake to don her soccer cleats and learn how to put a 
Size 5 soccer ball through opposing keepers she’ll be 

competing against in the upcoming Summer Games as a 
Woodlands Under 14 player. 

No matter which of our students went, the school is 
still proud of both of them, and offer our sincere 
congratulations for their efforts and success stories. 

 

WE CAME, WE PLAYED - WE 

CONQUERED 
April 14th and 15th saw ten students head on down to 

Prince Albert to try out for various U-12 and U-14 soccer 
teams, and be provided with an opportunity to play for 
the Woodlands contingent in the Indigenous Summer 
Games, being held this year in Regina. All were 
successful in making one of the teams. 

Travis Halkett, Atlee Charles and Jarek Halkett were 
placed on the U-12 Boys’ team. 

Natasha Roberts, Shantel Venne, Iesha Smith and 
Chantel Charles made the U-14 Girls’ team. 

Allen Smith, Orlen Halkett and Arthur Venne were 
placed on the U-14 Boys’ team. 

Congratulations are extended to all of these players, 
every one of whom is just starting to understand and 
how to play this new sport added to the Sally Ross 
extracurricular offerings this year. 

 

SHSAA BADMINTON DISTRICTS 
“A LEARNING EXPERIENCE…” 

Sally Ross School may have a reputation for 
providing stiff badminton competition, but when it 
comes to “being ready” for the big day on the provincial 
scene, that awareness of our players’ abilities is going to 
be utilized as motivational therapy for other schools.  

With several team members either ill, injured or 
away at other events, Zach Halkett and Lillian Halkett 
found out that “truth” the moment they hit the floor at 
the SHSAA competition held in Shellbrook April 29th, 
losing their opening games to inspired players from 
both Sturgeon Lake and Meath Park. Both schools 
featured exceptionally strong teams, and dominated the 
eventual winner’s circle of players who would move on 
to Conference play this month. 

Next season will to be a rebuilding year. For Zach 
and Lillian, things will be a touch more “personal”. 
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THE BACK PAGE: ACTIVITIES IN PASSING….. 

TRACK AND FIELD: THIS MAN IS ON A MISSION…  
BY KEN MACDOUGALL 

If someone had asked me six weeks ago if I’d ever 

heard of Tarrant Crosschild, my first word would have 

been, “Who?” Thanks to a tip from Superintendent 

Josie Roske and a visit from the Child of the Cross 

Ministries, however, thanks to this individual, some 

forty-six students now have good runners in which to 

either train or exercise in, and at least nine community 

volunteers now have some idea as to how to encourage 

our youth to take advantage of his love of track sport. 

Tarrant Crosschild is a good-will Ambassador to 

BrainSport, a running sport specialist business located 

in Saskatoon, and is active at the provincial level in the 

promotion of track and field within First Nation 

communities. His company, Child of the Cross 

Ministries, is sponsored in part by New Balance, a 

running shoe specialist manufacturer. 

BrainSport encourages 

runners to “recycle” 

good footwear; Mr. 

Crosschild then takes 

these items to running 

clinics he’s asked to 

conduct, and then gives 

them away to youth 

wanting to try the sport 

out.  

Although the name 

of his business may 

suggest there is a 

religious undercurrent 

in his message, that perception is immediately muted 

upon meeting the man. In some sense, you can picture 

him as a person who, at first successful at literally 

anything he chose to try, turned on that success story 

when, in a moment of personal upheaval, he 

misinterpreted a message delivered to him by his 

mother, then began a personal downward spiral when 

it turned out that would be the last words he’d ever 

hear from her.  

These days, he takes his story to communities such 

as Hall Lake, hoping that he can inspire others to seek 

help from their personal ghosts – or, as he did when he 

addressed a school assembly on May 11th, getting them 

at a very young age to actually like the idea of sweating 

hard and being physically active, just for the benefits 

they can accrue for their own personal wellbeing. 

Judging from the enthusiasm exhibited by the 

students, his message was heard – loud and clear. 

 

Not Revenge – Yet;  

Just Vindication - of a Sort 
Curtis Halkett may be recalcitrant when it comes to 

writing essays for his courses, but give the man his own 

personal canvas and a badminton court upon which to 

paint a picture, and that portrait generally turns out 

pretty well.  

On May 3rd, Curtis had an opportunity to 

demonstrate his talent as a badminton coach, spending 

several minutes before tournament play teaching 

female team members Lillian Halkett and Evelyn Venne 

strategies in play just before the Seniors’ doubles 

matches began. To say the results were spectacular, as 

both Evelyn and Lillian overcame a match down 

deficiency, then a three point to match deficiency in the 

tie-breaker to defeat Jordyn Sanderson and Victoria 

Laliberte, two of the District champions from the SHSAA 

District tournament held on April 29th, both prominent 

members of the Sturgeon Lake squad, eventual winners 

of the competition. 

Zach Halkett and Simon Ross paired up to win the 

bronze medal in men’s double play. Although the team 

was still short players, the PAGC tournament gave the 

team an opportunity to regain some of the prestige lost 

as a result of their poor showing in Shellbrook. 

 


