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Welcome 
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• Pre-service 

• Elementary 

• Middle School 

• High School 

• Other 



Expectations 

 Engage with colleagues intellectually, 

physically, emotionally 

 Learn from each other 

 Share 

 

 

 Plant a seed for change! 
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6 Shifts in Learning 

 Increase in non-fiction text 

 50% fiction and 50% nonfiction for 4th grade, 

 45% fiction and 55% nonfiction by 8th grade and 

 30% fiction and 70% nonfiction by 12th grade 

 Emphasis on content area literacy 

 Increase complexity of text 

 Focus on text-based questions 

 Focus on writing arguments 
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Discussion Topics 

 Why complex text? 

 What is text complexity?  

 What do you do with complex text? 

 Strategies to help ALL students 

access complex text  
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4 compelling reasons to support students in 

working with complex texts 

Why Complex Text 11 



1. Opens Doors 

 Limited complexity – limited analysis 

 Determines placement in classes 

 Determines future opportunities 
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Or, as Margaret Meek notes: 

 Simplified texts do not offer exposure to 

 – Complex text constructions 

 – Complex language constructions 

 – Academic vocabulary  
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2. Reading – Writing Connection 
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Vocabulary 

Words help us represent, manipulate & 

reframe information 

 

Vocabulary demands have declined, e.g., 

8th grade textbooks = former 5th 

grade texts; 12th grade anthologies = 

former 7th grade texts 

 



3. Life Long Learning 
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4. Equity 

 Social justice 

 Making sure that all students have access to 

what they need to learn.  
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     Education is a Human Right with     

     immense power to transform.                 

     On its foundation rest the 

     cornerstones of freedom,   

     democracy and sustainable human   

     development.  

                                           ~ Kofi Annan 
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Pause… 
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Give 1, Get 1 

 -What did you hear that resonated with you? 

  -What did you hear that challenged your thinking? 



Discussion Topics 

What is text complexity?  

 What do you do with complex text? 

 Strategies to help ALL students 

access complex text  
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What Makes a Text Complex? 

 Discuss and try to come to consensus. 

 Chart your response 
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Determining Text Complexity 
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• It’s not an exact science  

• No single source of information that accurately 

summarizes complexity 

•   We need to use our professional judgment and consider 
 

– Quantitative Measures 

– Qualitative Measures 

– Reader and Task Considerations 

Figure 1: The Standards’ Model of Text Complexity 



Quantitative 

 Readability Formulas 

 sentence length, number of syllables per word, 

word frequency 
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What does Lexile Measure? 

 What does Lexile measure? 

 

A Lexile® measure is a valuable piece of 

information about either an individual's 

reading ability or the difficulty of a text, like 

a book or magazine article. The Lexile 

measure is shown as a number with an 

"L" after it — 880L is 880 Lexile. 

 
From: http://www.lexile.com/about-lexile/lexile-overview/ 
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Quantitative: Tools 
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Lexile Levels 

 Application for student loan   

 

College Textbooks    

 

W4 Forms     

 

CD-DVD Instructions    

 

Wall Street Journal    

 

Where the Wild Things Are     

 

Grapes of Wrath      
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Lexile Levels 

 Application for student loan  1270 

 

College Textbooks   1215 

 

W4 Forms    1260 

 

CD-DVD Instructions   1080 

 

Wall Street Journal   1320 

 

Where the Wild Things Are    740 

 

Grapes of Wrath     680 
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Qualitative 

 Text layout 

 Purpose and meaning 

 Text structure 

 Language features 

 Knowledge demands on reader 
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http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Digital_Resources/The_Common_Core_State_Standards_Supporting_Districts_and_Teach

ers_with_Text_Complexity.html 



Reader and Task 

 Student interest, motivation, knowledge, and 

experience 

 All students likely to need support to read 

texts at the upper end of the range of difficulty 

 Scaffolding – independence 

 

Matching text to students and task 
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Reader and Task 

  Cognitive capabilities 
 Attention, memory, critical analytic abilities 

 Motivation and engagement 

 Interest, confidence as a reader 

 Prior knowledge 

 Vocabulary, comprehension strategies, linguistic  structures, genres 

 Purpose and intended outcome 

 Type of reading 

 Skimming to get the gist, studying for retention 

More in Appendix A, Common Core State Standards in ELA & Literacy 
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Discussion Topics 

 What is text complexity?  

What do you do with 

complex text? 

 Strategies to help ALL students 

access complex text  
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Engaging With Complex Text 

 Want to Know How 

Students Feel When 

They Read Complex 

Texts? 

 Grant Wiggins, Authentic 

Education 

 http://www.teachthought.

com/literacy-2/how-

students-feel-when-they-

read-complex-texts 
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Read 

  the very first pages of the Introduction to 

Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. What is Kant 

saying here? 
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Think about… 

 What do you do when you read challenging 

text?  

 What do you do when you do not understand 

on first pass?  

 What you were doing as you were “reading.”  

 Your eyes? 

 Your thinking? 

 Your mind?  
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Consider… 

 Using arrows and labels, what was the visual “itinerary” of your 

reading. Where did your eyes go to, when, and why, as you read? 

 What questions, if any, did you ask yourself as you read? Mark the 

places on the text. 

 Where did you get stuck, if any place? (Mark the text) What, then, 

did you do, if you got stuck? 

 If you could not “unstuck” yourself at each moment of being stuck, 

what did you do next – and why? 

 Which “reading strategies” did you use when (without my having 

prompted you to use any)? If not, why not, do you think? If so, 

which ones did you consciously choose and why? 

 Where /when did you start feeling dumb/frustrated if at all. What did 

you do/feel about it if you did? If you quit, say where and why. 

 On a scale of 1-4, how confident are you of your understanding of 

Kant’s opening setup of his inquiry? 
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 Know where the complexity lies within a text to 

support students and provide strategies 

needed to read successfully. 
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Teaching Kids to Read 

 National Center for Literacy Education 
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By the time adolescent students are 

being challenged by disciplinary 

[complex] texts, literacy instruction has 

often evaporated. (Shanahan & 

Shanahan. Harvard Educational Review. 

78:1 Spring 2008, p 51) 



Discussion Topics 

 What is text complexity?  

 What do you do with complex text? 

Strategies to help ALL 

students access complex 

text  
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Primary Source Documents 

 How often do you use primary source 

documents with your students? 

 Daily 

 Often – 1 time/week 

 Frequently – 1-2 times/month 

 Occasionally – 1time/month 

 Plan to start using them soon! 
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Primary Sources 
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What should students do? 
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Marking the Text 
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Connect 

 

 

Linkleadlearn.com 

pstewart73@gmail.com 
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