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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Writing this during Holy Week, I’m sure it will not be as complete as it should be.  In a way the timing 
provides me with a built in perspective and theme to consider.  After a long, difficult and challenging 
year, I continue to witness in amazement the gradual resurrection of our parish life.  From humble and 
modestly attended services early on to a much fuller church and choir more recently.  Yesterday and 
today capped that off marvelously as we also hosted our bishop, Metropolitan Tikhon.  Keeping rosters of 
participants for each service has helped me appreciate the fact that each one of us is precious in the sight 
of the Lord.  Before we gather for worship, I type the name of each person who reaches out to me in order 
to request to be included on “the list”.  My heart goes out to all of you for humbly submitting to this 
process and observing the required health regulations and restrictions.  Through deprivation and 
difficulty, many of us have realized what an honor and privilege it is to be able to participate in the life 
and worship of the Church.  I sincerely hope that when we are no longer bound by such rules, we will not 
take this blessing for granted. 

Many of you have thanked me for the efforts made during the pandemic to maintain the vitality of our 
parish community and liturgical life.  But I must extend my heartfelt gratitude to the many who have 
helped in that effort.  In particular our parish council president and lead choir director, Wayne Tatusko, 
sees to so many unexpected tasks as they arise between meetings and services.  New ministries have 
emerged as a result of the changes in procedure we have been faced with.  The scheduling of choir 
members to sing in groups and rotations has been a challenge.  Thank you to the choir as a whole, all 
directors, and for John Sokich who worked tirelessly to make sure all parts in each of the scheduled 
services were covered.  The live streaming of our services on YouTube and the setting up of Zoom 
meetings, virtual coffee hours and Lenten lectures has demanded both attention and expertise on the part 
of those who have taken on that labor.  The once quaint biblical expression “doorkeeper in the House of 
the Lord” has literally become yet another necessary ministry in our parish community.  The sanitizing of 
the interior of our building, and helping to seat people with appropriate and safe social distancing has 
required time and attention.  Through all of this, patience and good will have won the day. 

Those who serve on council, help out in the sanctuary, our handmaidens, all those who have volunteered 
to help out in the office, clean, beautify and repair our church facilities and grounds deserve our deep 
appreciation.  At the risk of not specifically recognizing many others who have done “good works” in this 
Holy House (and its kitchen!), I want to thank our parish administrative assistant and now also treasurer, 
Sharon Carter, for handling so many things (sometimes all at once) with tremendous efficiency, 
effectiveness and good humor throughout, and also Victor Lutes for all his efforts to insure our worship 
services go as smoothly as possible. 
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One area of our parish life however that really needs attention is church school.  We, like many parishes, 
have not been able to meet in person this past year and have relied on parents to home school their 
children with some online materials and an occasional virtual instruction session.  It is likely that we will 
be able to resume in person classes this Fall.  Given that, we need to look forward to and prepare for it.   

We need three things:   

Teachers  

Students 

Coordinator 

It goes without saying that prepared and enthusiastic teachers are essential for success.  In the past, we’ve 
had a lot of very capable people take on this ministry and do it well.  I hope some of those veterans will 
return this year and be joined by eager new volunteers as well. 

Of course in order for learning to happen, students have to be present.  Our children depend on their 
parents to get them to church and to class.  Sadly, this has been a major area of concern in recent years.  
Time and again, I’ve heard of teachers who have prepared lessons and materials for class and had either 
no students or only one or two come.  I hope we can devote some time at this meeting for an honest 
discussion about where Christian education falls in our family priorities. 

At present, we have no one to coordinate this effort.  If anyone feels personally called to this ministry or 
knows of someone who might be, please let me know.  I’m always open to ideas and suggestions! 

 

With gratitude, 
In the Risen Lord, 
Fr. Gregory 
	

	


