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Saint Mark Orthodox Church 
Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes 

Sunday, May 17, 2020 
 
OFFICERS: Father Gregory Safchuk, President Wayne Tatusko, Treasurer Matthew Nimmer 
and Secretary, Debbi Dillon 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Anna Nakshin, David Jefferson, Sarah Borger, 
Sharon Carter, Gene Jacobsen, Kyra Smerkanich, Greg Yakubik. 
 
[Note: the meeting was held via Zoom due to COVID-19 restrictions] 
 
 
I. OPENING PRAYER:   Father Gregory led the opening prayer at 11:27AM 
 
 
II. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:  Kyra Smerkanich moved to accept the November 

2019 Annual minutes; Nancy Stanton seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
III. RECTOR’S REPORT:  Father Gregory   

• In addition to his read-ahead letter, he wanted to add his gratitude to Fr. Tim Perry for 
serving liturgy while Father and Matushka are in Ohio caring for her parents.   

• He wanted to thank those who sang during the limited attended liturgies: David & 
Sarah Hardy, Sharon Carter, Wayne Tatusko, Anna Meyendorff, John Sokich. 

• He has appreciated everyone’s patience with the circumstances as well as concern for 
their fellow parish members.   
 

IV. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Wayne Tatusko – see read-ahead material 
 
V. TREASURER’ S REPORT:  Wayne Tatusko presented the Treasurer’s Report and 

asked for questions.  Jack Albert noted that Bazaar 2019 we did better than our 
expectations.  Barbara Freimann asked about AmazonSmile.   
Paula Zabela moved to accept the 2019 Annual Treasurer’s Report. Marcella Hydock 
seconded. Motion carried.   Wayne noted that the income was very low for March but in 
April we had a substantial rise in both Paypal and mail-in donations.  He wanted to thank 
all of us for helping, knowing that some people are struggling. 
 

VI. CORRESONDENCE/FACILITY REQUESTS - none 

VII. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. ICON COMMITTEE – Paulina Masick - no report 

2. CHURCH PEW COMMITTEE REPORT – Mark Phinney – shared a diagram of the 
current and proposed pew layout.  It showed that we would only lose 5 seats.   He 
showed a proposed style of pew.  It will have a seat cushion and no end piece for ease 
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of entering and exiting the pews.  It will have kneelers and book racks. Martha 
Baxtresser asked about the issue of candle wax. Mark said the committee hopes that, 
with modern textiles, it will minimize the impact of candle wax. Theo Sheppard 
wondered if having kneelers would change the way we do prostrations.  Mark said that 
people will still be able to move out into the aisles to perform a prostration. Larissa 
Looby suggested the committee get large samples to test with candle wax and Sarah 
Hardy recommend we get candle cups to help with drips.  Richard Reeves asked about 
the lost space at the front of the church.   Father said that we don’t lose too much at the 
front.  He feels it will be adequate for things that we need to do up there.  

3. 50TH ANNIVERSARY – Jerry Marti.  Shared a slide from their previous meeting.  
They have been discussing the creation of a video album and working on transcripts 
from interviews.  The plan is still to have it in the fall 2022.   Several interviews have 
already been conducted.  They are asking for photos from parishioners.  Larissa Looby 
reminded the committee that Mary Mytryshyn was formerly the church historian and 
probably has many photos and memorabilia.  She also asked if the committee will be 
conducting interviews with former members who have moved away.   

4. COVID-19 RESPONSE UPDATE – Wayne Tatushko.  We hope that Montgomery 
County will reduce their lock-down in the next 2 weeks.  The council is considering 
sending out of survey about people’s comfort with attending services.  Our hope is to 
get the survey out soon.  Father hopes that we will have patience with whatever 
decisions are made.    

5. ALL AMERICAN COUNCIL – no report 

6. LIVE-STREAMING UPDATE –Sharon Carter – last weekend we started using our 
new camera.  She is still working through a few issues, but the picture quality has 
improved from the phone camera.  The overall response has been positive. 

7. SOLAR PANELS – Wayne Tatusko – Warren Miller had been investigating installing 
solar panels for the lower property and discovered it is not worth the investment.  

8. OTHER OLD BUSINESS -none 

VIII.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. AUDITOR’S REPORT –auditor’s report is delayed due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

2. BAZAAR – status is unknown at this point.  

IX. ADJOURNMENT:  Paula Zabela moved to adjourn; Marilyn Macht seconded.  Motion 
carried. 

    Father Gregory closed the meeting with “Shine Shine” at 12:15PM 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Debbi Dillon 
St Mark Council Secretary 


