
Saint Mark Orthodox Church 
Archdiocese of Washington DC – Orthodox Church in America 

 
 

	

Annual Parish Meeting – November 15th, 2020 
Pastoral Address 

	

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

No doubt all of us have faced many unique challenges this year in the light of the pandemic and 
all the attending restrictions and precautions we’ve had to abide by.  An essential pastoral 
challenge has always been to maintain the unity of the faithful while acknowledging and 
respecting the unique approaches, thoughts and concerns that each of us has.  Our parish is a 
microcosm of the larger society; we live and we carry the same concerns about the same issues 
over into the church.  And so there are at times discussions and disagreements over politics, 
social issues and health protocols. 

 

Responses to Covid 19 are a prime example.  The current formula from Montgomery County 
used to calculate occupancy for houses of worship now allows us up to 80 people inclusive of 
choir and celebrants. Since this increase has been in effect, we have only averaged between 40 – 
50 people attending services. Clearly, not everyone is comfortable with or ready yet to return to 
physical gathering even with strict guidelines and the practice of distancing, masks and other 
limitations.  On the other end of the spectrum, apart from health concerns, there are those who 
are angered over those same precautions and limitations and do not want to attend services under 
those conditions. 

 

Herein lies the essence of the priesthood in shepherding and mediation. We parish clergy are in 
secular terminology “middle management” - attempting to be obedient to civil and church 
authority while also being committed to care for and serve the welfare and needs of our diverse 
flocks.  Being a door keeper in the House of the Lord is not a simple task.  So I ask for your 
prayers and patience especially now so that we can successfully navigate this difficult course 
together and emerge whole and well.  Please contact me if you’d like to talk. 

 

As confused and conflicted as we often are, I take great comfort in God’s steadfast, wise and 
loving providence toward us.  Even during this pandemic, He has provided a pathway for those 
seeking the church and desiring to be instructed in the faith.  We currently have five 
catechumens and two others who after having concluded their studies, were recently received by 
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baptism and chrismation.  Overall, despite the effect of Covid 19 on parish life thus far this year, 
we have recorded 3 funerals, 4 baptisms, 1 Chrismation and 2 weddings.  We will likely have at 
least one more baptism before year’s end. 

 

Despite the impact of the pandemic on our parish income, our discretionary fund continues to 
provide assistance to those in need both within and outside our parish community.  In addition, 
our onsite food pantry is well stocked and ready and responsive to those who approach us in 
need.   I thank you all who continue to contribute support for St. Mark and our charitable efforts. 

 

Finally, I would also like to thank and commend all those who have helped make our church 
function during this challenging year – parish council members, choir (directors and singers), 
those who prepare the propers for each service, and those who have solved technical problems 
and make the streaming of our services possible.  Most especially I deeply appreciate those who 
faithfully offer prayers at home and by taking advantage of technology, participate virtually in 
our liturgical worship, meetings and coffee hours.  A parishioner observed that the pandemic has 
taught us that the Church indeed has no boundaries!  In addition, thanks to all volunteers who 
clean, serve and look after the maintenance, repairs and beautification of our facility. 

 

I serve you with joy and gratitude as we move ahead together looking to a peaceful and safe end 
to this year and the dawn of hope for a more normal 2021. 

 

With love in Christ, 

Fr. Gregory 

	

	


