Irving Elementary, Joplin, Missouri
As part of the rebuilding process in Joplin, Irving Elementary
opened to students on January 6, 2014. Sapp Design Associates
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WKHDUFKLWHFWRQWKHSURMHFW$IXOOVHUYLFHÀUP6'$KDVDGLYHUVH
portfolio of public and private projects that are a testimony to
WKHLUYDVWNQRZOHGJHDQGLQQRYDWLYHWKLQNLQJ)RFXVLQJRQSURMects that are not only great in design, but truly meet the needs and
EXGJHWRIHDFKFOLHQW6'$ZRUNHGFORVHO\ZLWK-RSOLQ6FKRROVWR
create an adaptive learning facility for the 21st Century.
´:KHQZHÀUVWPHWZLWKWKH'LVWULFW$GPLQLVWUDWRUVWKH\KDG
DYLVLRQRIZKDWWKH\WKRXJKWWKHEXLOGLQJVKRXOGEHµ0LFKDHO
6DSS6'$3UHVLGHQWVDLG´2XUGHVLJQWHDPZRUNHGZLWKDFRPmittee consisting of a mix of teachers, parents, kids, administrators and school board members. Their voices and opinions played
DVLJQLÀFDQWUROHLQWKHXOWLPDWHGHVLJQGLUHFWLRQµ
%\ZRUNLQJZLWKVWXGHQWVRQWKHSURMHFWDVZHOODVPHPEHUVRI
WKH-RSOLQFRPPXQLW\WKH6'$WHDPZDVDEOHWRVHH´WKURXJKWKH
H\HVRIWKHNLGVµDQGJDLQDEHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGLQJRIZKDWWRGD\·V
children think a school should be. As a result, Irving Elementary
is a leading example of 21st Century school design.
Students are divided into three learning neighborhoods making
central access to the core functions of the building easily accessible to everyone. Core spaces include a multipurpose cafeteria,
library space, art and music classrooms, several project labs, as
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ZHOODVWZR)(0$WRUQDGRVDIHURRPV&ODVVURRPVERUGHUFROODERUDWLYHOHDUQLQJSDUNVIRUJURXSWHDFKLQJDQGDFWLYLWLHVZLWK
WUDQVSDUHQF\ EHWZHHQ FODVVURRPV DQG WKH OHDUQLQJ SDUN IRU YLsual connectivity and a sense of community. Transparency and
color are used throughout the building, and the entire facility is
GHVLJQHGWREHÁH[LEOHDQGDGDSWDEOHWRWHDPWHDFKLQJDQGSURMHFW
based learning methodologies.
The design incorporated many sustainable principles such as
KLJKHIÀFLHQF\PHFKDQLFDODQGOLJKWLQJV\VWHPVDEXLOGLQJPDQagement system, regional building materials, and prominently
features salvaged items from the original Irving Elementary. In
DGGLWLRQ ZLWK WKH 'LVWULFW ZRUNLQJ WR LPSOHPHQW D RQHWRRQH
initiative and put technology in the hands of every student and
encourage a collaborative teaching philosophy, the building lends
LWVHOIWRÁH[LEOHOHDUQLQJDQGWHDFKLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVDQGDVWHFKQRORJ\FKDQJHVLWZLOOHDVLO\DFFRPPRGDWHQHZLQQRYDWLRQV
“Sapp Design helped us re-invent elementary education in JoSOLQµ'U&-+XII6XSHULQWHQGHQWRI-RSOLQ6FKRROVVDLG´7KH
end result is a school designed through the eyes of children and is
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