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FIRST CHURCH in PEMBROKE 
Sunday, January 3, 2021 

 
 
ORDER OF WORSHIP – 2nd Sunday after Christmas 
 
Prelude   Morning Has Broken 
Welcome & Opening Prayer 
It is Sunday morning, so let us pray… 
 Gracious God, we are so grateful for yet another day of faith and life.  As we embark on this new 
year, we pray once again You will bless our gatherings.  Bless each person who is taking time from 
their weekly routines to worship this morning and grant us all the Peace of Christ as we pause to hear 
Your incredible messages –  whether in the music, or the spoken word, or the quiet of any given moment 
– indeed, may You know You are loved, and we are Your people.  In Your Holiness, we will pray and 
live always.  Amen and Amen.     

 
Call to Contemplation   Fairest Lord Jesus 
Call to Worship (blended with Lavon Baylor’s “Led by Love”) 

P: God calls us from the farthest parts of the earth, and we gather, anticipating His majestic counsel.  

C: Surely God is with us, here and now, and smiling as God hears our adoration and praise. 
P:   Some come weeping, some confused, and yet still others seeking consolation and comfort.  
C: Once again God says, ‘Be still and know that I am God; remember that I am with you always. 
P:  God is with us, breathing God’s mighty Holy Spirit into us with every step. 
C:  Indeed, Thy Will be done, O Gracious God… Thy Will and not our own!  Hallelujah! 

 
Hymn  Arise, Your Light Is Come 
Scripture Reading    Ephesians 1: 3-14  
A Musical Moment for Meditation  Blessed Assurance 
The Holy Gospel     John 1: 1-18 abbreviated  
The Message    “… We are His emissaries…”       Pastor Matt 
Hymn    Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
A Quiet Time for Confession    
 We confess to You, O Gracious God, that we have heard Your Word, but missed opportunities to 
do what is right according to those very words.  There were moments when we just made poor choices.  
So we come and ask your grace, your mercy and, as always, we ask your forgiveness. Thank you for 
that very gift – the gift of Undeserved Grace, Soothing Mercy, and rebirthing in Your Peace.  Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, and Amen. 
 

Sharing of Holy Communion 
A time when we pause from all that imposes on our personal time with God, a time to share The Bread 
and The Cup, and savor a most Holy of Moments! 
 
Prayers of the People  

According to Eugene Peterson, ‘Prayer is a way of living.  It is not a subject to be studied.  It is not 
a technique to be learned.   It is a life, lived in response to God.  We do not learn about prayer… we 
learn to pray and the prayer, as it turns out, is never just prayer, but involves every dimension of our 
lives…  The way we follow Jesus must be internalized and embodied… that is what prayer does, prayer 
gets Jesus inside us, gets His Spirit into our very muscles and reflexes.  For there is no other way!... 
Prayer provides the primary language for everything that is Jesus…  the language between us and God 
is called prayer…”    
 

Please join me now in prayer…   
O Gracious God, there are so many needs in our world – people who are hurting 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually.  And while Your Word gives us great insight, the 
world’s needs are far beyond our abilities and skill sets.   But we believe You are able to 
meet every need, regardless of the person or circumstance.  So, we come before you 
again and ask Your Touch upon those who are heaviest on our hearts today.  Surround 
each person named with kind, sensitive and supportive people, and grant them a glimmer 
of hope that will spur renewed strength and fortitude to persevere and believe, even as 
others are doing otherwise.  In this moment of silence, hear our prayers, O God…. 
Again, we thank You for the gift of You.  Know we are grateful for a faith that offers hope, 
peace, love, and ultimately the joy of Your Healing and Comforting Touches.  And now 
hear us as we pray Your prayer… 

 
Our Father, Who Art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the 
Glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
Offertory Invitation 
 

Offertory  It Is Well with My Soul 
 
Closing Hymn  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens 
 
Benediction – Thank you for being with us this morning.  May this week grant you ample time to rethink 
what you are doing with that precious gift of faith and life… and remember, you go in the Name of God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   Have a great week and we’ll see you back here 
next Sunday at 10am.  God bless…. 
 
Postlude  Brightest and Best 


