
FIRST CHURCH in PEMBROKE 
Sunday, November 22, 2020 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Prelude (Mary Beth selection) 

Welcome and Announcements  (Jim Lapham, Moderator) 

Meditation Prayer (abbreviated from the Book of Common Worship) 

Almighty God, before the earth was formed and even after it shall cease to be, You are God.  Break into our short span of life, and grant us faith to be 

steadfast amid the tumults of this world. Steady our hearts in times of trial, and grant us patient endurance until the sun of justice dawns.  As always, we 

will pray and live in Your Holy Name.   Amen and Amen. 

Call to Contemplation  (Mary Beth selection) 

Call to Worship (Responsive reading of Psalm 100) 

P: Shout with joy to the LORD, all the earth!   

C:   Worship the LORD with gladness. 

P:   Come before Him, singing with joy.   

C:   Acknowledge that the LORD is God! 

P: He made us, and we are His. 

C:   We are His people, the sheep of His pasture. 

P: Enter His gates with thanksgiving; go into His courts with praise. 

C:   Give thanks to Him and praise His Name, for the LORD is good. 

P: His unfailing love continues forever 

C:   And His faithfulness continues to each generation. 

 

Hymn  (Mary Beth selection) 

Prayer of Invocation (Taught by Love Baylor Worship Series abbreviated) 

We come, O Gracious God, with gladness, drawn by our need and by a desire to give You thanks. Open the eyes of our hearts that we may be full of hope.  

Enlarge our circle of concern, that we may see … strangers become as our neighbor and kin; those who hunger become part of our extended family; and 

those who are struggling physically and medically become ones deserving of our care.  Grant us the Presence of Christ, that we may learn more fully to 

follow in His footsteps.  Amen. 

Scripture Reading:  Ephesians 1: 15-23  (Lector:  Ernie Evans) 

Sermon:  “More than a prayer… it is a way of life!” 

Hymn (Mary Beth selection) 

Prayers of the People 

Heavenly Father, this is a time when we come before You and ask Your Touch upon us and those we know and love.  Our prayers are for those who are 

struggling, those whom we strive to give our very best, but ones whose needs are beyond us… and while we are grateful for the technology and 

professionals in every discipline who are availed to our loved ones, friends, neighbors, and colleagues, all of us need You and Your healing balm.  We 

pray You will surround them with Your Angels and grant them all that will meet their needs.  So hear our prayers as we hold before You, those heaviest 

on our hearts, in the silence of this moment…. 

Thank You for the gift of You.  Know we are so very grateful for a faith that calms and comforts us in these most trying of times.  And now hear us as 

we pray Your prayer… 

Our Father, Who Art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

Offertory Invitation 

We are deeply blessed, and enjoy a gracious opportunity to be generous and work for the good of all people.  Through our offerings, we seek to share 

the good news, to bind up the injured, strengthen the weak, and secure justice for the oppressed.  As we take time to share our gifts and tithes, may the 

ministry of First Church, and all faith communities, continue to seek walking in the Light and Peace of Christ. 

God of steadfast love, receive each one of our expressions of thanks.  May we remain steadfast in our quest to be prudent stewards of that which You 

have entrusted to us.  And may the ministry of First Church be diligent in fulfilling Your Will and serving the greater world. 

Offertory (Mary Beth selection) 

Doxology 

Closing Hymn (Mary Beth selection) 

Benediction 

May the Lord bless and keep us.  May the Lord’s Face shine upon us and grant us Peace, in our coming and our going, now and forevermore…. In the 

Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   Amen and Amen 

Postlude (Mary Beth selection) 

Scriptures for this Sunday, November 22nd, 2020 

 

Scripture for Sermon:  Ephesians 1: 15-23  (Lector:  Ernie Evans) 

Paul’s Prayer for Spiritual Wisdom 

15 Ever since I first heard of your strong faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for God’s people everywhere,[a] 16 I have not stopped thanking God for you. I pray for 

you constantly, 17 asking God, the glorious Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, to give you spiritual wisdom and insight so that you might grow in your knowledge of 

God. 18 I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope He has given to those He called—His holy people who are 

His rich and glorious inheritance.  

19 I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe Him. This is the same mighty power 20 that raised Christ from the 

dead and seated Him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms. 21 Now He is far above any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything 

else—not only in this world but also in the world to come. 22 God has put all things under the authority of Christ and has made Him head over all things for the 

benefit of the church. 23 And the church is His body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things everywhere with Himself. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A+15-23&version=NLT#fen-NLT-29182a

