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New Maumee Valley Scenic Byway signage 
along State Route 110 near Napolean, Ohio.

Scenic Byway Strategic Plan Becomes a Reality
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The Mission of  the
Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor

is to advocate for and protect the historical, 
natural, recreational, and cultural resources of  the 

Maumee Valley watershed, while promoting their 
use and appreciation by current and future 

residents and visitors.

OUR MISSION

In March of this year, the MVHC 
completed its �ve-year Corridor Man-
agement Plan (CMP) update for the 
Maumee Valley Scenic Byway (MVSB). 
Established in 1998, the Ohio Scenic 
Byway Program is a grassroots effort 
to heighten awareness of our state’s 
cultural, historical, archeological, recre-
ational, natural and scenic resources. 
Ohio’s Scenic Byway program is admin-
istered by the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) in partnership 
with local communities, organizations 
and government agencies. Its purpose 
is to promote travel and recreation and 
to enhance and provide stewardship for 
the intrinsic features that distinguish 
the highways, roads and streets that 
comprise Ohio’s designated byway 
corridors. 

The MVSB is one of 27 byways in 
Ohio, and was designated through 
the efforts of the MVHC and local 
stakeholders.  The nearly 90-mile 
route begins on the north side of the 
Maumee River in the City of De�ance 
at the intersection of State Route 
15 and River Drive (CR 424). The 
byway follows River Road eastward 
through Napoleon, Waterville and 

into Maumee to the site of the former 
British Fort Miamis (an af�liated 
site of the National Park Service), 
where it ends. On the south side of 
the Maumee, the byway starts at 
Napoleon on State Route 110 and 
continues on State Route 65 through 
the historic towns of Grand Rapids, 
Perrysburg, and Rossford, ending at 
I-75.

On April 16 the CMP update was 
accepted by ODOT, signifying our 
full compliance with this requirement 

the Maumee River Valley. Updating 
existing brochures and promotional 
materials will be an immediate �rst 
action to meet this goal, but we’ll also 
be looking to improve our website 
presence as well as developing digital 
applications for the more tech-savvy 
visitors and users. We would like to 
bring all this together by developing 
an integrated signage and media 
system of local heritage features.

Goal 2: Advocate for the continued 
development of a multi-modal byway 
corridor. The Ohio Scenic Byway 
program emphasizes vehicular travel, 
but we well know that the Maumee 
Valley can also be enjoyed by foot, 
bicycle, or boat. By reaching out to 
transportation/travel advisors, and 
with input from local stakeholders, we 
will develop an action plan to make 
the byway a major destination for all 
types of travel, with a strategy for 
advocacy and implementation. 

Goal 3: Encourage organizations, 
business and communities to view the 
byway (and its intrinsic qualities) as a 
tool for economic development in the 
region. With the help of local universi-
ties, other byway organizations, and 

of  the Program. The 
CMP is a written docu-
ment that serves as a 
record of  a scenic 
byway’s development as 
well as the plan by which 
the scenic byway is 
implemented and then 
maintained and 
enhanced inde�nitely. 
The CMP identi�es six 
goals over the next �ve 
years.

Goal 1: Educate the 
public about the unique 
intrinsic qualities of  

The Scenic Byway Routes (shown in blue) on both sides of the 
Maumee River stretch from De�ance,Ohio to Rossford, Ohio.

NEWS
ALONG THE CORRIDORAUGUST 2020



Henry County 
Chamber of Commerce

HERITAGE NEWS__AUGUST, 2020__PG 2

Reciprocal Organizational 
Partnership Program Launched
Written by MVHC President Frank Butwin

JOIN US!
Upcoming MVHC 
Meetings are
Open to the Public

August Meeting
Wednesday, August 26, 2020
6:00pm
Fort Meigs Conf. Center 
Perrysburg, OH

All MVHC members are encour-
aged to attend. Board will vote on 
a proposed By-Laws package which 
will then go to a full membership 
vote at the Annual Meeting on  
November 15.

Some snacks will be provided. Bring 
a dish to pass if you like. After the 
meeting, attendees are free to tour 
the Fort Meigs museum.

RSVP appreciated, but not required. 
Contact Frank Butwin at: 419-270-
0622 or e-mail at: fb21@wcnet.org. 

Annual 
Membership Meeting

Sunday, November 15, 2020
1:00pm 
Nazareth Hall 
Grand Rapids, OH

(12:00 optional lunch - $20) 
Special Program: Guest speaker, 
Christina Kuchle, from the ODNR 
(Findlay of�ce) will make a presen-
tation titled the, “Scenic Rivers 
Program.” 

The MVHC Website 
is Back Online

The MVHC recently launched a new 
program to invite organizations in 
our 7 county focus area to be partners 
with the MVHC. In the past, we have 
had a an organizational membership 
category for museums, historical & 
genealogical societies, park districts, 
heritage & cultural sites, libraries, 
battle sites, recreational trail clubs, soil 
& water conservation districts, cham-
bers of commerce, visitor bureaus, 
and others that embrace our mission.  
There are over 100 groups that could 
be partners. The dues varied over time 
but ended up as $100.  Sometimes 
we just exchanged checks.  This was 
a hassle and only one group did 
it.  There are 3 fairly large groups 
(TMACOG, Destination Toledo, 
and Ohio Local History Alliance) 
where we pay their organizational 
membership dues but they don't pay 
to be members of MVHC. 

It is our mission to promote many of 
the above mentioned groups and we 
want to partner with them to facilitate 
that promotion without the restrictive-
ness of paying dues. We only had one 
partner but want to have over 100. If  
they are partners, we would be able to 
advertise their organization, historic 
presentations, festivals, and events. 
And they could do the same for the 
MVHC. Often times, our region's 
sites and events are only known to the 
local folk.  

Collectively with our partners, we 
can have a stronger voice and can 
make more of  an impact furthering 
our mutual missions. We can share 
resources such as a speakers, re-
enactor groups, brochures, and 
vendor contacts.  We can provide 
links to organization websites and 
share social media posts & newslet-
ters. This will expand the awareness 
of  each organization to our target 
audience.  And, having partners 

gives us better leverage for grant 
applications and funding.

So far we have reached out to about 
15 organizations. I want to welcome 
these new partners:

Tree Toledo (www.treetoledo.org) 
This all volunteer effort distributes 
free tree seedlings and spreads 
awareness of the importance of trees 
for the climate and beauti�cation of 
our corridor. Check them out.

Henry County Chamber of Commerce
(www.henrycountychamber.org)
Based in Napoleon OH, this group 
strongly supports the businesses, 
other organizations, and activities 
throughout Henry County.

Wood County Historical Society 
(www.woodcountyhistory.org)
Based in Bowling Green OH, the 
WCHS promotes and exhibits the 
history of  Wood County though 
many events and displays at the 
Wood County Museum, the reno-
vated county in�rmary, located SE 
of  the I-75 and US 6 intersection.

We are happy to announce that the 
MVHC website is being revamped 
and relaunched! Revisions are ongo-
ing, but they are expected to be 
completed very soon. If  you visit the 
site: www.maumeevalleyheritage 
corridor.org and it is still under 
construction, please return soon to 
learn the latest news from MVHC.



The historic Columbian House gets a facelift at the hands of owners Tom and Peggy Parker. 
Built in 1828 by founding father John Pray as a stagecoach inn, it quickly had additions built 
onto it so to serve multiple purposes in the years ahead. For nearly 200 years it has been 
overlooking the original town square and what is still the heart of downtown Waterville, Ohio. 
On the National Register of Historic Places it remains on of the �nest examples of Federal 
style architecture.
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TMACOG 2020 Legislative Summer Caucus
The Toledo Metropolitan Area Council Of  Governments (TMACOG) virtually held its annual 
Caucuses with Legislators on July 28-29.

Representing the MVHC as its president, I attended four of  the Caucus sessions: Counties; Cities; 
Townships; and Non-Governments. There were legislators that weighed in on all of  these.

The main focus this year was how these entities were dealing with the corona virus pandemic. In 
most cases, there were less meetings, virtual meetings, travel restrictions, and working from home.

By law enacted this year, public meetings can be held by teleconferencing and virtual on-line 
methods. This will end December 31 this year and the state legislature is considering extending 
it into 2021.

All agreed that this should be done.  I pointed out that, because there are advantages to some in-
person meetings, that a good way forward would be hybrid meetings where limited in-person 
meetings could be held (safely) plus others joining in the meeting virtually. Special equipment may 
need to be purchased (money is available for this) to insure adequate audio and video quality. All 
seemed to agree. 

I also mentioned in the Non-Governmental Caucus that it seems that there needs to be an initiative 
to add members from a more diverse nature, especially to include non-pro�t groups such as MVHC.

Of  the about 57 or so non-governmental members listed, about 6 are non-pro�ts somewhat similar to 
MVHC. Most members are big businesses, with others being banks, trade associations, consulting-
engineering �rms, and chambers of  commerce.  As a result, I have been asked to attend TMACOG 
membership committee meetings, where I can learn how to involve our MVHC focus organizations.

Other issues discussed during the meetings were: less income available (taxes, casino, etc.); the state 
H2Ohio initiative; the rise in water levels of  all the great lakes ("fall" from Duluth to Buffalo is 
just 30 feet); some cities passing on federal assistant funds to help small businesses, cities �nding 
it harder to get employees and elected of�ce candidates; and serious struggles with changes in 
recycling policies.

experts in the �eld, we hope to 
compile data on the economic impact 
of recreation/heritage/eco-tourism, 
and distribute the results through a 
variety of media and outreach.

Goal 4: Work with city, village, and 
township planning/zoning commis-
sions and other stakeholders to 
preserve the uniqueness of the byway 
and to garner more involvement in 
the byway. We will identify the 
stakeholders in the MVSB with an 
interest regional land use, share 
information about 
incentive/recognition programs, 
provide updates on economic studies, 
and meet annually for a “state of the 
byway” meeting. To enhance public 
access to the byway’s attractions, we 
will help jurisdictions to evaluate 
current access, site limitations, and 
signage for these attractions.

Goal 5: Promote community pride in 
the appearance of the MVSB. We’ll 
work with municipalities and local 
historical societies to install interpre-
tive signage at key locations along the 
Byway, and to develop an awards 
program to recognize beauti�cation 
efforts or preservation successes.

Goal 6:  Extend the existing Byway 
east to Toledo and west to the 
Indiana state line, with no gaps. It’s 
been on our plate for several years to 
capture the entire Maumee Valley in 
the Byway, as it tells a complete and 
uninterrupted narrative of our 
region’s natural and historical devel-
opment.

As part of the MVHC’s overarching 
mission, the Scenic Byway Commit-
tee will speci�cally focus on manage-
ment, coordination, promotion, and 
development of byway initiatives in 
the corridor. Anyone interested in 
serving on the Byway Committee or 
contributing in other ways is invited 
to contact Maura Johnson at 419-
278-0773 or 
mjohnson@manniksmithgroup.com.

For more information about the Ohio Scenic 
Byway program, go online to 
https://www.transportation.ohio.gov/wps/port
al/gov/odot/programs/ohio-byways-program.

Scenic Byway Realized
(Continued from Page 1)

HISTORIC COLUMBIAN HOUSE GETS A FACELIFT!



   

MVHC Board of Directors   
OFFICERS
Frank Butwin - President
Willis Beck - Vice President
Ed Hoeffel - Treasurer
Scott Duncan - Secretary

BOARD MEMBERS
Carl Bauer - Allen County Rep
Phyllis Bidlack - Paulding County Rep
Joel Burg
Herbert Delventhal - De�ance County Rep
Patrick Dymarkowski
Bill Grimes
Maura Johnson
Matt Jones
Judy Justus - Wood County Rep
Richard Kudner
Frank Kuron - Newsletter Editor
Neil Munger
Jeff  Oster
Danielle Steinhauser
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Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor
5100 West Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43615

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________ State:____________

E-Mail: __________________________________ Phone: __________________

Individual ($25): ________ Family ($35): ________ Lifetime ($1,000): ________ 

Gift: ________ Total Enclosed: _________________ Date: __________________
Make check payable to:
Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor (or MVHC)

Mail to:
MVHC Membership
PO Box 886
Napoleon, Ohio 43545Questions? Call Frank: 419-270-0622

BECOME A MEMBER!
We invite you to become a member of  the Maumee Valley Heritage Corridor. 
Members receive a subscription to our newsletters, notice of  special events and tours, and an 
opportunity to help with our varied projects.

MVHC 2019 Financial Statement and 2020 Budget
The numbers are in and we are pleased to report that our funds have increased over 
the past twelve months. From February 2019 through February 2020 MYHC added 
$701.83 to its account. This was primarily the result of   an increase in memberships and 
donations. Further, as of  June 3, 2020 the balance of  funds in the MVHC account 
stands at $11,263.92.
The 2020 budget anticipates an additional $762 increase.

A New Look!
This issue is a new format for our 

MVHC Newsletter. Let us know what 
you think of the design and please 

submit any suggestions and story ideas 
to Frank Butwin at: fb21@wcnet.org or 

Frank Kuron at kuronpubs@bex.net.


