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Do we remember our discussion of the significance of prepositions during 
Lent? We talked about Sundays “in” Lent versus Sundays “of” Lent. 
Because technically the 40 days “of “Lent exclude Sundays, which, 
therefore, are “in” Lent, but not actually part “of” Lent. So if we gave up 
doughnuts for Lent, no problems if we’re found in the drive-thru at Krispy 
Kreme on a Sunday morning “in” – but not “of” Lent.  

And do we remember when Pilate was interrogating Jesus, he asked Jesus 
if he were the king of the Jews? And what did Jesus say? “My kingdom is 
not of this world.” Notably, Jesus did not say his kingdom was not “in” 
this world.  

Now just to take the final plunge down this Scriptural rabbit hole, let’s get 
the reference to the kingdom “of heaven” in the Gospel according to 
Matthew out of the way. What Matthew meant was the “kingdom of God.” 
Matthew, good Jew that he was, never would have used the word “God.” 
For Jews the name of God never is written, out of respect for greatness of 
God. So he used the word heaven instead. But he never meant to imply 
that God’s Kingdom resided solely in heaven. 

Bottom line: When we hear Jesus talking about the kingdom of God, he is 
not referring to a heavenly kingdom. He is talking about a kingdom in the 
world, but not of the world. And more to the point, a kingdom governed 
by heavenly values rather than our merely human values of this world.  

And just to lock this down completely, let’s consider how Jesus taught us 
to pray. We all have recited the Lord’s Prayer so many times, it just sort of 
glides through our consciousness with no pause for reflection. But Jesus 
was unequivocal about the location of the kingdom of God: 

Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

But what then did Jesus mean by this earth-bound kingdom of God?  
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Did he really mean a kingdom with territorial boundaries and a male 
monarch wielding authority with a heavy hand? Is that the God we 
worship? Is that the God revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ?  

Jesus uses a parable involving planting a seed to tell us what the Kingdom 
of God is like. What we need to remember in hearing this parable is the 
mystery of how seeds grew at the time of Christ. Today, science has 
revealed to us how seeds sprout and grow. But for Jesus’ audience, they 
would have had no idea how a seed produced a plant or a bush or a tree or 
even a stalk of wheat.1 So what does Jesus mean when he says the 
Kingdom of God is like a seed?  

First, once the seed is planted, the planter is helpless, as well as clueless. 
The farmer in the parable does not make the seed grow or even know how 
it grows. It is a mystery in which the farmer plays no part. We humans, 
after all, have no power to create, not in the true “something from nothing” 
sense of the word. We can discover. We can manipulate. We can develop. 
We can frustrate, hinder, and resist. Or we can facilitate and encourage and 
enable. But it is God’s doing, God’s power and vision that animate 
creation. Without God, there would be nothing.  

Second, God’s work goes on constantly, unceasingly, but also quietly, often 
even imperceptibly. Tomorrow may look the same as today. But compare 
the 21st century with the 19th century. Human effort is spasmodic, but 
God’s vision continues to unfold. Nothing humans can do, however 
disobedient and rebellious we may be, can bring God’s work to a halt. 

But that means, too, we have to be patient and remain hopeful. The better 
translation of faith in Scripture is not faith as believing, but faith as trust. 
Hard as it may be, we must trust God’s vision for creation. Without it, we 
would fall so easily into despair at the slightest setback. But the God we 
claim to trust leaves no room for pessimism. Because nothing can stop 
God’s work in the world. 

God summons us to trust. God summons us to hope. God summons us to 
patience. But God surely summons us to adventure, too. And don’t the 
biggest adventures start small. Just like the mustard seed.  

Years ago before Washington National Airport became Washington 
Reagan National Airport, there was a poster advertisement on the North 

 
1 Incidentally, we might remember that every time we pick up the Bible. It is not a science book. But it necessarily 

reflects the state of scientific knowledge at the time it was written. 



 3 

Terminal concourse for the then Riggs Bank. It said, “Welcome to 
Washington, the most important city in the world.” 

It did not instill humility. To the contrary, it reinforced the outsized sense 
of self-importance that comes from working in the nation’s capital – though 
it is arguably the most important city in the world. And true to form, for 
me, I must confess, it burdened me with the notion that if what I was doing 
would not have lasting, nationwide impact, then why even start. Potomac 
Fever is an insidious affliction. And there is no vaccine. And no cure. 

In the context of parish ministry that has carried over from time to time. If 
something is not big, bold, and promising of major, immediate benefit, 
then why even begin. But then there is the mustard seed. The tiniest seed 
that grew into a plant that topped horse and rider and provided shelter 
and sustenance to huge flocks of birds. 

From the tiniest of beginnings, indeed, from one person, grew the Church. 
Small, seemingly insignificant, step, after small seemingly insignificant 
step. And now it is that large tree that provides religious identity and a 
supportive community to billions of followers of Christ from many 
countries harboring diverse views and theologies.  

None of this should be lost on us here at St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea, which 
had its own mustard seed moments..  

We may at times be discouraged and impatient for better times. We may 
think the tiny steps we might take will lead to nothing. But it’s the 
succession and collection of small steps that get us from the present to the 
future God has in mind for us.  

Dare we ever forget that we live in the not yet fully-realized Kingdom of 
God. We may not always see it. We may have no more understanding than 
the farmer in the parable had of the seed of what that means for us at any 
given moment. But as Paul reminded the church in Ephesus – in the words 
we pray each evening at the conclusion of compline: 

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, for ever and ever. Amen.2 

When we are doing what we can do to realize that Kingdom on earth as it 
is in heaven, we will be buoyed and guided often in unseen and mysterious 

 
2 Ephesians 3:20-21 (NRSV). 
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ways that assure God’s work will succeed, even in ways we cannot begin 
to ask or imagine. 

 


