
A Gem from Jim+  

A Holy Week begins today. An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church states: 

From early times Christians have observed the week before Easter as a 

time of special devotion. [Holy Week] services provide a liturgical 

experience of the last days of Jesus' earthly life, as well as the time and 

events leading up to his resurrection.  

We encourage everyone to observe Holy Week as a true, full calendar week and 

participate fully in our remembrance of the momentous events of Jesus’ last week. 

We begin today, Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday (Sunday of the Passion) with the Blessing of 

the Palms, Procession, Reading of the Passion, and Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m. The Palm Sunday 

service recalls Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The service begins with a blessing of 

palms, followed by a brief social time. Then everyone processes into the church for the more 

solemn reading of the Passion (the narrative of Jesus’ crucifixion) and Holy Eucharist. At the 

conclusion of the service, all depart in silence. 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday at 5:30 p.m., we will “walk” the Stations of the Cross. 

Also known as the “Way of the Cross,” this service entails a procession to 14 “stations” depicting 

events on the day of Jesus’ crucifixion. Everyone pauses at each station for Scripture reading and 

prayer. We also will gather for the Stations at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. 

On Wednesday, we will gather as usual for our weekly Healing Holy Eucharist at noon. Whereas 

anointing and laying on of hands are excluded due to pandemic precautions, the service does 

include a special litany of healing.  

On Thursday, April 1, we begin what is called the Triduum, the three days at the heart of our Holy 

Week observance with Holy Eucharist, Foot Washing, and Stripping of the Altar at 7 p.m. Known 

as “Maundy Thursday” in the Episcopal tradition, this day commemorates the institution of the 

Holy Eucharist (Holy Communion) by Jesus at the Last Supper on the night he was betrayed and 

Jesus’ new commandment to “to love one another as I have loved you.”  

Our Good Friday service begins at noon. This solemn service includes the narrative of Jesus 

crucifixion from the Gospel according to John, devotions before the cross, ancient prayers known 

as the solemn collects, and “Reproaches” recalling “God’s mighty acts for salvation and 

reproaching humanity for unfaithfulness.” This begins an especially somber time as we recall the 

wrenching sadness and deep despair of Jesus’ followers after Jesus was crucified, buried, and 

gone from their lives, seemingly forever. 

The last day of Holy Week ends at sundown on Holy Saturday. At 9 a.m., we will pray Holy 

Saturday Matins (Morning Prayer). On this last day before Easter, we recall Christ’s visiting 

among the dead (from the Apostle’s Creed, “He descended into hell.”) It is a brief service of 

Scripture reading and prayer. 



During Holy Week, we will continue to continue to live-stream and post “An Order for 

Compline,” at 8 p.m. each evening. Compline finds its roots in the monastic round of daily prayer 

dating from the fourth century. It consists of “night prayers” designed to be said immediately 

before retiring to bed.  

 

All of our observance of harsh reality of Holy Week and the Passion of Jesus leads up to the joy 

of Easter. We celebrate with a festive Holy Eucharist on Easter Day at 10 a.m. Easter is the 

celebration of the resurrection of the Lord on the third day following his crucifixion, which lies 

at the core of the Christian faith. Everyone is encouraged to bring bells to ring in the alleluia’s 

we have not heard since Lent began and blossoms to flower the cross.  

During the Easter Season, which begins on Easter Day and ends 50 days later on Pentrcost 

(May 23), it is our custom to omit the Confession, not only in the Eucharist, but also in Morning 

Prayer and Compline. Throughout the 40 days of Lent, we have focused on repentance from our 

sinful ways. And on Good Friday we recall Jesus’ “obedience, even to suffering and death,” by 

which he “made the offering we could not make. In Christ we are “freed from the power of sin 

and reconciled to God.” We know then that we are a forgiven and redeemed people, and that is 

where we place our focus.  

Also during the 50 days of Easter, we will be using Eucharistic Prayer C. While fully faithful to 

our theological and liturgical tradition, this more contemporary Eucharistic prayer reveals our 

openness to an understanding of creation that not only reflects and praises God’s creative 

power, but also acknowledges the advance of scientific knowledge about creation and the 

development and capacities of the human race. Its reference to “the vast expanse of interstellar 

space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth,” it often is referred to as 

the “Star Wars” Eucharistic Prayer. The inclusion of numerous responses by the congregation to 

the prayers of the presider also reminds us that we worship and invoke the real presence of 

Christ in the sacrament as a community.  

 

COMING SOON 

BAD GIRLS: SIGN UP NOW! Our spring book study, “Bad Girls of the Bible” 

will begin on April 14, and we are ordering books for all participants. Everyone 

interested – women and men are encouraged to participate – should sign-up now 

so we can place a timely order. Please, contact Jo+ or Karen in the office to 

register and let us know what day and time would be most convenient for you. 

Jo+ will moderate this study of 10 bad girls of the Bible. Participants should be 

prepared to read the assigned chapters of the book each week. Sign up now! 


