
WELCOME 
to St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea 

of The Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

The Episcopal Church in Destin, Florida 

part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY OF FAITH, ST. ANDREW’S WELCOMES YOU! 

CELEBRATION OF NEW MINISTRY 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  •  JANUARY 17, 2021 

 
 

   HOLY EUCHARIST   •   RITE II AT 10 O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 
Before service speak to the Lord to prepare to worship. 

During service the Lord will speak to you. 

After service speak to one another.  

Please, quiet your cellphone.



 

HOLY EUCHARIST  •  RITE II 

PROCESSION “Joyful, joyful we adore Thee” HYMN TO JOY 
arr. Linda Scholes 

Handbell Choir 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your 

people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, 

that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Old Testament Lesson  I Samuel 3:1-10 

After many years of childlessness, Hannah has been given a son. In return, she has brought 

Samuel to the temple at Shiloh, saying, “For this child I prayed: and the Lord granted me the 

petition I made to him. Therefore I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he lives, he is given 

to the LORD.” Samuel has entered the service of Eli, the priest. 

A Reading from the 1st Book of Samuel. 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare 

in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 

dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 

and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the 

LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" and ran to Eli, and said, "Here I 

am, for you called me." But he said,  "I did not call; lie down again." So he went and lay down. 

The LORD called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,  "Here I am, for 

you called me." But he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet 

know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD 

called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you 

called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to 

Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there, 

calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!"  And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening."  

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm            Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 

all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

Sequence    “Come, and follow me”              Robert S. Cohen 

Wesley Poole and David Puckett 

Gospel             John 1:43-51  standing as we are able 

On the previous day, Andrew and Peter, both disciples of John the Baptist, have become Jesus’ 

disciples. Jesus has invited them to “Come and see”, to come and believe in him. Now we hear 

how Nathanael, a religious Jew, comes to believe in Christ. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." 

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said 

to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 

son of Joseph from Nazareth." Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, 

he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael asked him, 

"Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered,  "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
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called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 

Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will 

see greater things than these." And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation   “Glorioso”   Steve Danyew, Handbell Choir 

The Sermon               The Rt. Rev. J. Russell Kendrick 

Silence 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, 

     true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father. 

     Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

     by the power of the Holy Spirit 

     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

     in accordance with the Scriptures; 

     he ascended into heaven 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

     and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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People are seated. 

Wardens  Bishop Kendrick, on behalf of the people of St. Andrew’s by the Sea, we present 

& Rectors  ourselves to you and the gathered church to receive God's blessing as we begin a 

new ministry together. 

Bishop: Dear people of St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea, do you commit yourselves to a lively 

proclamation of the gospel through the work of this congregation and the larger 

church, working together in love and harmony and in mutual respect for the 

ministries of all the baptized? 

People: We do. 

THE COVENANT OF MUTUAL MINISTRY 

All stand as we are able. 

Bishop: Good people of St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea, through Baptism you have been 

adopted into the community of faith, God's holy fellowship, the Body of Christ, 

the Church. Together with your rectors, you have been called to share in the 

Church's mission to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ. 

As your bishop, I remind you that in Baptism, you are fully empowered and 

authorized to exercise ministry in Christ's name, with mutual affection and 

respect, within this parish, in the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, and in the 

wider community.  Having covenanted in Baptism to do this work, remember that 

each of you has resources and gifts for ministry. Join your rectors, in prayer, in 

discerning a vision for this parish, and in calling forth the leadership, resources, 

and talents to carry out that vision. As you love and serve God's people, remember 

to love, support, and nourish your rectors, their family, and the members of the 

staff who serve you here.   

  May the One who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace and 

power to perform them. 

Bishop:  Do you commit yourselves to this task? 

People:  We do, by the grace of God. 

THE INSTITUTION 
The Wardens, Vestry members, and parishioners are seated. 

Bishop:  Jo and Jim, Presbyters of the Church of God, you have been called to work 

together with your Bishop and fellow Presbyters as a pastor, priest, and teacher, 

and to take your share in the councils of the Church.   

  Now, in accordance with the Canons, you have been called to serve God in St. 

Andrew’s By-the-Sea in the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast.   

  This charge is a sign that you are fully empowered and authorized to exercise this 

ministry, accepting its privileges and responsibilities as a priest of this Diocese, in 

communion with your Bishop.  
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  Having committed yourself to this work, do not forget the trust of those who have 

chosen you. Care alike for young and old, strong and weak, rich and poor. By your 

words and actions, and in your life, proclaim the Gospel. Love and serve Christ's 

people. Nourish them, empower them for ministry, and strengthen them to glorify 

God in this life and in the life to come.   

  May the One who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace and 

power to perform them. 

Bishop:  Jim and Jo, do you commit yourself to this trust and responsibility? 

Rectors:  We do, by the grace of God. 

THE INDUCTION      Representatives stand where they are.  

Bishop:  Holy Scripture records that when God and God's people enter into a covenant with 

each other, God establishes a sign to mark the new relationship. When a priest and 

people enter into a new covenant with one another, the exchange of symbolic gifts 

is an appropriate way to mark the occasion. 

Wardens say:  

These Bibles and copies of The Book of Common Prayer contain the foundation of our faith.  

Be our guide to proclaim and interpret the Word. 

Rectors: Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ and share 

in our common life of prayer and learning? 

People:  We will with God’s help. 

The new Rectors say:  

Holy Scriptures were written for our learning. Receive this new lectern Bible (“of appropriate 

size and dignity” BCP, p. 406) for use in services at St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea.  

Rectors: Will you strive to hear, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Word of God and 

embrace the hope of everlasting life (BCP, p. 236) that scripture offers us? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

The Chair of the Search Committee references two stoles saying: 

Stoles represent the yoke of Christ resting on your shoulders. Be among us as pastors and 

priests. 

Rectors: Will you share in our common ministry to carry each other’s burdens and gifts, 

sorrows and joys? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

The Treasurer presents a copy of the budget and alms basin saying: 

All that we have, our time, our money, and our talent are gifts from God. Inspire in us a joyful 

stewardship and encourage us to respond to God’s vision for our future. 

Rectors: Let us with gladness present the offerings of our life and labor to God. 

People: We will with God’s help. 
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A representative of the Shepherds (Pastoral Care ministers) reference the oil, saying: 

Oil is a symbol of healing and reconciliation. Be among us as a healer and reconciler. 

Rectors:     Will you share in our common ministry towards the reconciliation and healing  

of a broken world? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

An Usher references the guest register saying: 

This register holds the names of those who have entered our doors.  May all who walk through 

these doors be welcomed and nourished. 

Rectors: Will you share in our common ministry of hospitality to the stranger in our midst? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

Representatives of the Blue Door and Bike Ministries reference a basket of food and a bike 

wheel saying: 

Too many of our sisters and brothers are without food, clothing, shelter, and transportation.  

Remind us that what we do, or fail to do for our neighbor, we do or fail to do for God. 

Rectors:  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

The Senior Warden presents the keys of the church saying: 

These keys open the doors of this church to all people. 

Rectors: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, respect the dignity of every 

human being and make this place a refuge for all who seek justice and dignity? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

Last Year’s Delegate to Convention references the Constitution and Canons of the church 

saying: 

Receive these Canons and be among us to share in the councils of this diocese. 

Rectors:   Will you join us in deepening our relationship to the Body of Christ beyond our 

walls? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

A representative of children’s ministries references two Camp Beckwith hats. 

For the gift of joy and wonder in creation we travel to Camp Beckwith. 

Rectors: Will you join us in God’s front yard for times of renewal, refreshment, and rest? 

People: We will with God’s help. 

The Altar Guild Chair references the bread and wine saying: 

Bread and wine nourish us at God’s table.  Be among us and celebrate the Holy Eucharist. 

Rectors: Let us gather together at God’s table and continue in the apostles’ fellowship  

in the breaking of the bread and blessing of the cup. 

People: We will with God’s help. 
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The Bishop references the water saying: 

The waters of Baptism make us one in Christ and call us into our common ministry as God’s 

people. Jo and Jim, receive this water and help me baptize in obedience to our Lord. 

Rectors:       I will with God’s help. 

Bishop: Jo and Jim, let all these be signs of the ministry which is ours with the people of 

God in this place.  

People: Amen. 

Rectors: O Lord my God, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; yet you have 

called your servant to stand in your house, and to serve at your altar. To you and to 

your service I devote myself, body, soul, and spirit. Fill my memory with the 

record of your mighty works; enlighten my understanding with the light of your 

Holy Spirit; and may all the desires of my heart and will center in what you would 

have me do. Make me an instrument of your salvation for the people entrusted to 

my care, and grant that I may faithfully administer your holy Sacraments, and by 

my life and teaching set forth your true and living Word.  

 Be always with me in carrying out the duties of my ministry. In prayer, quicken my 

devotion; in praises, heighten my love and gratitude; in preaching, give me 

readiness of thought and expression; and grant that, by the clearness and brightness 

of your holy Word, all the world may be drawn into your blessed kingdom. All this 

I ask for the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  

People: Amen. 

All:  Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son 

Jesus Christ you have overcome sin and brought us to yourself, and that by 

the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. Renew in us 

the covenant you made with us at our Baptism. Send us forth in the power of 

that Spirit to perform the service you set before us; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen.  

Bishop: Greet your new Rectors.   The Congregation expresses its approval. 

Bishop:  Acknowledging the one mission of Jesus our Lord, which we share in unity, let us 

greet one another in the name of Christ.  

Rectors: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Anthem   “Christ, you give the great commission”                       ABBOT’S LEIGH 

arr. Charles Calahan 



 

 8

The Great Thanksgiving             Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Through the great shepherd of 

your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his resurrection sent forth his apostles 

to preach the Gospel and to teach all nations; and promised to be with them 

always, even to the end of the ages.  

 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with 

all the company of heaven, who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of 

your Name: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word 

spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your 

Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, 

and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error 

into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 

had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

All: We remember his death,  

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
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Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, 

gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to 

your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified 

by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 

Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Andrew and all your 

saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and 

glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People: Amen. 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Celebrant: Invitation to the Table  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion    

Prayer After Communion 

Let us pray. 

Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of 

your Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit. We thank 

you for raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry of your Word and 

Sacraments. We pray that Jim and Jo may be to us effective examples in word and action, 

in love and patience, and in holiness of life. Grant that we, with him, may serve you now, 

and always rejoice in your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing   

Dismissal 

Exit Procession and Postlude  “Symphony No. 5 in F Major – Toccata”  Charles-Marie Widor 



 

 10

MINISTERS OF THE SERVICE 

 Celebrant:   The Rt. Rev. Russell Kendrick  

       4th Bishop of the Diocese of the central Gulf Coast 

 Assisting:   The Rev’ds. James J. & Jo P. Popham  

 Senior Warden: Rick Boyer 

 Junior Warden: Kathy McGee 

 The Vestry: Jim Cooper, Becky Chidsey, Rick Boyer, Tom Hanlin,  

Kathy McGee, Palma Jorgensen, and Barbara Nelson 

 Crucifer: Peter Nunn 

  Lector: Ron Marro 

 Organist/Choirmaster: David Puckett 

 Ensemble: Wesley Poole and David Puckett 

 The St. Andrew’s Jim Cooper, Barbara Nelson, David Puckett, 

 Handbell Choir: Rick Boyer, and  Sabrina Miller Boyd 

  Altar Guild:  Anne Harmuth 

  Ushers: Jerry and Kathy McGee 

  Videographer: Karen Perez Lowe (Clerk for the Vestry) 

 

CPR and AED 

(Cardio-Pulmonary-Resuscitation and Automatic-External-Defibrillator) 

If you would like to be certified or re-certified to administer CPR and use an AED, this is 

the time. Please, contact Palma Jorgensen. She is arranging for instruction through the 

Chief of the fire department.  

We would like to have representatives from the Blue Door and the Bike Ministry, as well 

as staff and representatives of the Vestry. The more people we have certified, the better.  
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Announcements for January 17, 2021 

TODAY is the Second Sunday after the 

Epiphany and the occasion of the Bishop’s 

visit to his church. Bishop Russell will take 

the occasion to induct and institute (lest we 

say “install”) our new rectors. This service 

of New Ministry includes an exchange of 

gifts with the new rectors. It also is his 

official visitation of St. Andrew’s, at which 

time he may review the Parish Registry and 

inquire into the spiritual and temporal well-

being of the parish. However, during the 

current pandemic, Bishop Russell has 

suspended his normal practice of meeting 

with the vestry during his visitations.  

ROOF UPDATE Joe Gholston, who has 

been working tirelessly and patiently with 

Church Insurance, reports that the insurance 

company and our roofing contractor are 

working out the details of a contract to 

replace our roof. Thank you, Joe! We are 

responsible for a substantial deductible. 

PLEDGE CARDS Thanks to everyone who 

has pledged to the support of the church this 

year. We remain short of our goal, but 

encouraged by the enthusiastic support 

shown so far. If you have not filled out a 

pledge card, please, do so as soon as 

possible. 

CENSUS And while we are at it, let us 

remember to fill out and return our census 

forms. We have received only seven 

completed forms. This form is not nearly as 

much fun as social gatherings and face-to-

face meetings, but our new rectors want to 

get to know the parish even in the midst of 

the pandemic restrictions. 

PASTORAL NEED? Do not hesitate to call 

Jo+ directly at 941-445-0253. 

NEW WARDENS At last Sunday’s vestry 

meeting Rick Boyer was appointed senior 

warden and Kathy McGee was elected 

junior warden. Ron Marro was appointed 

Property Steward, a new position with 

responsibility for day-to-day maintenance of 

our facilities under the oversight of the 

junior warden. The vestry also authorized 

Joe Gholston to continue serving as liaison 

with our insurance company and contractors 

on our hurricane damage claim.  

PRAYERS FOR OUR NATION Our Book 

of Common Prayer includes prayers for 

many occasions. In these tense times for our 

country, we might look to the series of 

Prayers for National Life starting on page 

820.  Included are prayers for the nation, the 

president, the Congress, and the courts. 

ON THE MARK The Gospel according to 

Mark is the focus of The Good Book Club 

right now. Several presentations by Bishop 

Russell are available now via the diocesan 

website (https://www.diocgc.org/good-

book-club). Our Sunday Gospel readings are 

drawn primarily from Mark this Church 

year, and these insights from the bishop will 

offer some additional perspectives on what 

is considered the first written version of the 

Gospel.   

COMING SOON We hope to begin a new 

pandemic-friendly format for Bible studies 

this winter and spring: A lecture or 

presentation would be posted on our 

Facebook page. Then within a week, a group 

discussion would be conducted on Zoom. 

Let Jim+ know what you think. We could 

get our first “class” underway in a couple of 

weeks.  
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A Gem from Jim+  
Today we have our bishop with us. And Jo and I will be inducted as rectors. 

But what is a bishop, and what is a rector. And why does it matter. 

Churches come in various forms. The Roman Catholic Church, for 

example, is strictly hierarchical, with the Pope holding near absolute power 

at the top. Many other churches are “congregational,” which means local 

congregations are completely autonomous.  

As the “via media,” the Episcopal Church resides in the middle. We are 

hierarchical, but authority resides with our local diocesan bishop, as stated 

in the Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: 

Bishops serve as chief pastors of the church, exercising a ministry of oversight and 

supervision. Diocesan bishops hold jurisdiction in their dioceses, with particular 

responsibility for the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the church.  

In the Episcopal Church, bishops stand in what is called “apostolic succession” with Christ’s 12 

apostles, who are considered the first bishops of the church. Each Episcopal bishop can trace his 

or her ordination back in lineal sequence to those original apostles. Thus, all Episcopal priests 

enjoy ordination by a bishop in succession with the 12 apostles. The apostolic succession is 

represented in the “apostolic work of leading, supervising, and uniting the Church,” as well as 

by “a continuity in doctrinal teaching from the time of the apostles to the present.”  

And, parish clergy might be described as the bishop’s emissaries, accountable to the bishop for 

the spiritual well-being of their parishes. Again, from the Episcopal Dictionary of the Church: 

The rector has authority and responsibility for worship and the spiritual jurisdiction 

of the parish, subject to the rubrics of the BCP, the constitution and canons of the 

church, and the pastoral direction of the bishop. The rector is responsible for 

selection of all assistant clergy, and they serve at the discretion of the rector. The 

church and parish buildings and furnishings are under the rector's control. The 

rector or a member of the vestry designated by the rector presides at all vestry 

meetings. 

Of course, the Episcopal Church also insinuates elements of democratic government into its 

hierarchical structure. The Church operates under a General Convention that meets triennially 

as a House of Bishops and House of Deputies, much like our bicameral Senate and House. 

Local bishops function in conjunction with diocesan standing committees, and parish clergy 

share ministry with vestries, which are responsible for the temporal affairs of the parish, 

typically matters relating to finance and physical facilities.  

One final note: In our polity, every church in the diocese is the bishop’s church. So it is 

technically inappropriate to “welcome” him. It would be like being welcomed to our own 

homes, and we do not have to imagine how that would feel. So let’s just say how delighted we 

are to have Bishop Russell with us. 
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a bon mot from jo+ 

Tomorrow, Monday, January 18th is a federal holiday: Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day. Dr. King was born January 15, 1929. Over 57 years ago, 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. dreamed aloud of a day when “the sons of 

former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit 

down together at the table of brotherhood.”  

Some years ago I was at the Library of Congress doing some copyright 

research for my then employer CBS, which had made the first (and only) 

recording of the “I have a dream” speech at the Lincoln Memorial in 

Washington, D.C, at what was unmistakably the greatest demonstration for freedom in the 

history of our nation. Dr. King delivered this speech many times with subtle and not so subtle 

changes. One copy is under glass in a main hallway of the Library of Congress. The staff went 

into the vault, and then they handed me a legal file folder with a yellow legal pad paper written 

in Dr. King’s own hand with marginal notes he had taken for the August 28th march for 

freedom. I was so much in awe that I was afraid to hold that document in my own hands. I cried 

a little. I asked for gloves, and then I read the words that we all recall as a turning point in our 

lives in this country.  

Martin Luther King, Jr’s dream is being fulfilled. In the Kingdom of God I am sure that the 

sons of former slaves and the daughters of former slave owners do sit down together at the 

great banquet table? With God everything is possible.  

God has a dream for St. Andrew’s By-the-Sea. God has a dream for our church and for us all. 

My friends, dreams do come true. They do. But it is we who have to make God’s dreams for us 

come true – it is we who have to usher in the Kingdom of God right here on earth – right here in 

our country – right here in our church, the larger church and the church here in Destin. 

If you haven’t heard our Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s conversation with Brian Stephenson 

at our 50th Jubilee celebration and previously on NBC’s morning show, I commend them to 

you. He spoke of the divisions in our country and drew inspiration from the Latin Phrase that is 

on the great United States seal – E Pluribus Unum – “From Many One” This has inspired a new 

campaign that was announced before the events at the Capitol last week. We are invited to 

engage in conversations across our differences using four questions: 

• Who do you love?   • What have you lost?   • Where does it hurt?   • What do you dream? 

These questions are intended to generate an environment where we can engage in hard 

conversations as a spiritual practice and see God revealed in one another. I don’t know about 

you, but the diversity of opinion has divided my family. I cannot speak about anything with two 

of my brothers (whom I love dearly) without falling into a pit of divisiveness over recent events 

in the politics of our country. We can heal if we remind each other that we are all made in and 

as God’s image. We can heal the unrest, neé the pain, that we all feel. We can! Let us work 

through the questions in the “From Many, One” campaign, ending with “What do you dream?” 

What do we dream?
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The Offertory tune this morning is a recent addition to most hymnals. Its title is Abbot’s 

Leigh, named after a village near Bristol, England where the composer Cyril V. Taylor wrote 

the tune. The Rev. Taylor, an Anglican priest and accomplished musician, lived in Bristol 

during WW II and was asked by the BBC, located in Bristol at that time, to write a new tune to 

the beloved hymn, Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken. This request was made because the 

BBC received numerous complaints about the tune AUSTRIA, often sung for this hymn text, 

was the same tune used for the National Anthem of Austria connected with strong sentiment to 

the rise of the Nazis during that time.    

It is a beautiful, bold melody that is used for many different hymn texts. I chose it this morning 

because one of those texts is very fitting for this morning’s Celebration of New 

Ministry. Christ, You give the great commission.  

Christ, You give the great commission:   

“Heal the sick and preach the Word.”   

Lest the Church neglect its mission,   

and the Gospel go unheard.   

Help us witness to Your purpose with renewed integrity,   

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us for the work of ministry.  

Widor’s famous Toccata from Symphony for Organ No. 5 in f minor is often played for festive 

celebrations in the church including many royal weddings.   The fifth movement is a toccata 

which literally means to touch. Toccatas are for keyboard instruments and features fast paced, 

lightly fingered passages. One toccata we’ve all heard, frequently played at Halloween time, is 

Bach’s Toccata in d minor. In consideration of time, I’ve shortened this six-minute movement 

to only a few minutes.   

I wish to thank all those who are contributing this morning to the music in the service especially 

during this unsettling time: Jim Cooper, Rick Boyer, Barbara Nelson, Wesley Poole, and 

Sabrina Boyd Miller. Sabrina was a high school student in Pensacola when I was the 

Organist/Choirmaster at Cokesbury United Methodist Church. I think I may have been the first 

teacher to put handbells in Sabrina’s hands. She is now a very accomplished ringer and makes 

this ole music teacher very proud. 

 

David’s  

  Musical  

        Notes   
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE• 

For immediate concerns:  Scott Anderson, Larry Griffin, Helen Kendrick, Jeffrey King, Mark, 

Sandy, Fr. Lee Jefferson, Nancy Martino 

For the repose of the soul:  Joey Ford, Jessica Harris, Peggy Whatley Poole, Marie-Aline 

Razet, John Weinard 

Anglican cycle of Prayer:  The Anglican Church of Australia 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  Church of the Good Shepherd in Mobile, Alabama 

Diocesan Prison Ministry Cycle: The inmates and their families, and the staff of Okaloosa 

County Jail in Crestview, Florida, for the victims of crime everywhere, and for captives, 

refugees, and evacuees, and all who remember and care for them. 

• Please, call or email the church to add someone’s name to the prayer list. 

Jesus Christ 

Head of the Church 

The Rt. Rev. J. Russell Kendrick 
4th Bishop of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 

The Revs. James J. & Jo P. Popham 
Rectors 

Karen Perez Lowe 
Administrator 

David Alan Puckett 
Organist, Choir Master, & Sexton 

Nicole Emma Brueder 
Treasurer (non-stipendiary) 

Barbara J. Nelson 
Assistant Treasurer (non-stipendiary) 

 

 

Vestry Members  

Class of 2021 

Jim Cooper 

Becky Chidsey 

Rick Boyer 

Class of 2022 

Tom Hanlin 

Class of 2023 

Kathy McGee 

Palma Jorgensen 

Barbara Nelson 

Karen Perez Lowe, Clerk for the Vestry 

Delegates: Ron Marro, Becky Chidsey 

Alternates:  Rick Boyer, Barbara Nelson 
 

Our Sunday service is live streamed on Facebook. You do NOT need to be on 

Facebook or have your own Facebook page to attend the virtual service. And you 

can view the full service at a later time or later day. Simply click on the following 

link or paste it into your browser when you are on the Internet: 

https://www.facebook.com/standrewsdestin/?rf=120478911623728 

 

Stay safe, be well, and we will see you on the Internet! 


