
  
CAUCUS MEETING 

February 16, 2022 
A REGULAR SCHEDULED CAUCUS MEETING of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Carlstadt was held in the Council Chambers of the Borough Hall, 500 Madison Street, Carlstadt, New 
Jersey on Wednesday, February 16, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. 
 

Mayor Robert Zimmermann asked Claire Foy, Borough Clerk to call the roll: Mayor Robert 
Zimmermann, Council members David Stoltz, James Lenoy, William Roseman, Suzanne Fonseca and 
Diane DeBiase were present.  Councilman Joseph Emerson arrived at 7:05 P.M. 
Joseph Crifasi, Borough Administrator and Joseph Donahue, Borough Attorney were also present. 
 
Mayor Zimmermann led all present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Mayor Zimmermann asked everyone to remain standing for a moment of silence for Joanne Kearny 
who recently passed. She had served on the Library Board and also was very active with the seniors. 
 
Mayor Zimmermann – This meeting has been called pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Law and 
in accordance with Section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting 
having been provided in the annual notice schedule which contained the time, date and location of the 
meeting, copies of which were sent and advertised in the following official newspapers of Carlstadt: 
The Record on January 6, 2022 and the Herald News on January 6, 2022 a copy of which is on the 
Bulletin Board in the Borough Hall and a copy on file in the office of the Borough Clerk. 
 
PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 
Gregory Polyniak of Neglia Engineering read his report for the month regarding projects that are 
being done in the Borough of Carlstadt. A copy of his report is on file in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
Councilman Lenoy wanted to know if the playground fencing will be included in the Tenth Street 
Little League Project. Mr. Polyniak replied it could be for anything in the park. We are going to 
submit for an overall grant for the entire park but the awards are typically between twenty-five to one 
hundred thousand dollars. We can include fencing as part of the project as we move forward. 
 
Robert Ceberio of RCM Ceberio, LLC Management Consultants read his report on Carlstadt  
Economic Development. A copy of his report is on file in the Borough Clerk’s office. The report 
had to do with American Dream and money that is owed to the Borough of East Rutherford. 
There was a lengthy discussion on this as well as other matters with American Dream.  
Mr. Ceberio continued with his report and the projects he is working on.   
 

 Mayor Zimmermann opened the floor to a hearing of citizens. 
 On motion by Stoltz, seconded by DeBiase, unanimous on call of roll. 
 
 Mayor Zimmermann asked if any citizen wished to be heard. 
 

 Lorraine Gazo, 414 Madison Street – she mentioned we had a major snow storm recently and she      
 received a ticket being on the wrong side of the street that day. There was no parking at all. She feels 
 there should be something to be considered when there is a snow storm.   
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She also mentioned when the plow came, they plowed in the middle of the road and asked why they 
didn’t get closer to the curb. 
 Mayor Zimmermann said we should have declared the streets could have parking.  

 
Gunter Kuprat, 507 Washington Street – he had papers from the Federal Government which he  
read to the Mayor and Council members. It had to do with regulations on displaying the MIA/ POW  
flag with the America flag. Mr. Kuprat read what it stated.  Mayor Zimmermann said there was no  
intention to disrespect the flag and he will look into this matter. Mr. Kuprat said the VFW has been 
in the Civic Center for many years and we have no pictures in there. He gave them a picture of 
retiring member, Commander Robert Nerbetski for which he personally got done and paid for 
everything. He asked if it is possible that they can hang a picture or two at their meetings that they 
can see it at the Civic Center.  Mayor Zimmermann said you can do that. Mr. Kuprat asked don’t you 
have to vote on this? 
Mayor Zimmermann said we do not have to vote on this.  
 
Karl Ross, 309 Division Avenue – he spoke about this a few times and he was wondering if we 
could take a look at Division Avenue with a water problem at the First Presbyterian Church.  
The water is now getting into the basement. It pools up by the corner of Second Street and Division 
Avenue. We need a catch basin or some kind of line running down there.  He would appreciate it to 
get looked at.   Also, he was curious if American Dream owns the Hematite property on Paterson 
Plank Road and asked are we allowed to legally go after their property if they don’t make a payment 
to us?  Councilman Roseman replied he doesn’t think they own it.  Someone said they sold the 
property and that location is where they wanted to put a hotel. 
 
Mr. Ross also congratulated Mayor Zimmermann for running a basketball team that is 17-1 in the 
County quarter finals. 
 
Mayor Zimmermann asked if any other citizen wished to be heard. 
Mayor Zimmermann entertained a motion to close the floor to a hearing of citizens. 
On motion by Roseman, seconded by DeBiase, unanimous on call of roll. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION MEETING ACT 
RECESS INTO CLOSED SESSION 

 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Governing Body of the Borough of Carlstadt to conduct 
an executive session closed to the public in order to discuss one or more of the following subjects: 
personnel. 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Carlstadt hereby moves to go into executive session in accordance with the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. Seq. for the purpose of discussing one or more of the 
following subjects: personnel. 
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  AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the public will be informed either later this 
evening after reconvening the public meeting or at a future public meeting said date is not predictable 
at the present time. 
 
  AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in and minutes of the 
closed session shall be disclosed to the public when the reason for confidentiality no longer exits. 
 
Mayor Zimmermann entertained a motion to go into closed session at 7:35 P.M. 
On motion by Roseman, seconded by Stoltz, unanimous on call of roll. 
 
On motion by DeBiase, seconded by Lenoy, the meeting went back into open session at 8:26 P.M. 
and was adjourned. 
 
 
 
                                                                    APPROVED:________________________________       
                                                                                           ROBERT J. ZIMMERMANN, MAYOR     
 
 
 
                                                                      ATTEST:___________________________________  

                                                                                         CLAIRE FOY, BOROUGH CLERK 
                                                                          

 


