
Knoxville,  Tennessee May 2022 Chartered in 1919   

The American Legion Post 2
Hello Post 2 Family - Thanks to everyone who attended the Post meeting last month. We 
had a great crowd, and continuing to see some new faces - and longtime friends who have 
not been able to join us recently!  

I want to thank Kevin Knowles from the State Veterans Cemetery for coming out and 
providing some great information on the available veterans death benefits, as well as 
answering questions about the cemetery.  He is a great resource for our military community, 
so please don’t hesitate to contact him if you have any additional questions regarding 
benefits for you or your spouse.  

I look forward to seeing everyone at the Post 
2 Pavilion on TUESDAY MAY 3rd!  This annual 
date change to the May meeting allows many 
of the Post members to support the annual 
ETVMA Medal of Honor dinner.  

The meeting will be held at the Post Pavilion 
and is a great opportunity to learn more about 
what is being planned for the new Post home 
-  including an update on building 
construction, and to see the upgrades already 
made to the property! 

Please continue to use the monthly online 
registration link to help the Auxiliary plan the the monthly meal with an accurate headcount. 
The menu for May will be an old fashioned picnic cookout with hamburgers, hotdogs (and 
the fixins!), along with side dishes, desserts and iced tea, water and soda.  
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CALENDAR 
May 3  Monthly Post meeting & meal 
  You MUST rsvp for the meal. 

May14  ALR Blessing of the Bikes 

May 19 6:30 ALR Meeting 
  7:30 SAL Meeting 
May 21 Post work day 
May 28 Flag placement at John Sevier  
  Veterans Cemetary 
May 30 ETVMA Reading of the Names  
  & Memorial Day Ceremony

****REMEMBER**** 
May Month Post Meeting will be TUESDAY MAY 3 
at the Post 2 Pavilion - 5200 Old Rutledge Pike. 

ONLINE MEAL REGISTRATION LINK  
If  case of  inclement weather, the meeting will be held at the DAV building. You will be will be notified of  any 

location change via the email address that you use to register for the meal. 

http://legionknox.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-legion-post-2-cookout-meeting-tuesday-may-3-2022-registration-314619825367


The nominations for the 2022 – 2023 Post officers will be presented at the May meeting, so if 
you are interested in seeking a leadership position or would like to nominate someone, please 
contact Marty Everett or Mike Testerman before May 2nd.  The current roster of officers are as 
follows: 

Commander  Michael Testerman   1st Vice Cdr.   Marty Everett 
2nd Vice Cdr.  VACANT     3rd Vice Cdr.   Jamie Pawlinski 
Adjutant  Norita Cruz    Finance   Roy O’Neil 
Chaplain  Steven Sword   Historian  Roy O’Neill 

Summer is coming and Legion Volunteers are needed! 

As part of our move to our new post home, we have a Post Work Day scheduled for Saturday 
May 21st.  We need to clean out and move all the items that have been in storage to the conex 
located at the Post home.   

Many hands are needed, and even if you don’t feel that you are able to assist with any of the 
“Heavy Lifting” - we still have plenty of opportunities to help sort, label, and inventory the items  
as well as helping with serving lunch to the the work party.  Family and friends are welcome to 
help!  Please consider coming out to help for at least a couple hours.  

We also need Post members to join the maintenance team, which meets each Wednesday 
around 9am to mow the grounds and weed whack (weather permitting). However, if you are 
unable to join Jamie and others on Wednesdays - you are encouraged to drive by and stop to 
do a quick litter pick up.  We want to keep our grounds looking sharp  - even without a 
building!  See Jamie Pawlinski for more details on how you can help.  

Memorial Day activities will include the Flag Placement on Saturday, May 28 at John Sevier 
Veterans Cemetery, beginning at 8:30am, while the Memorial Day Reading of the Names begins 
at sunrise followed by the annual Memorial Day Service will be on Monday, May 30th. 

Finally, on behalf of the entire Post 2 family, I want to express our sincerest condolences to Roy 
and Joyellen O’Neill at the tragic loss of their oldest son Ryan earlier this month.  Post 2 is a 
family and when one suffers a loss we all share the pain.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

Until we meet again, stay safe, and check on your fellow 
Legionnaires.   

And remember, if you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact me at 865-742-6170 or by email at 
commander@legionknox.com.  

Mike Testerman

New Legion T Shirts  
available now for 

purchase at the May  
meeting.  Available in 
long and short sleeve 

$20 each

mailto:commander@legionknox.com


May Post Meal Registration link 
 May 2022 Meal  

The Unit 2 Auxiliary will be providing a good ol' fashioned cookout with 
hamburgers & hot dogs along with all the fixins, chips, various sides, and 

dessert/cookies. Beverages will include iced tea and bottled water. 
Please register by Thursday, April 28, so we know much food to purchase for 

the cook-out. Please register each person that plans to attend. 

Please complete the information for all attending. If you have any questions or 
need additional assistance, please email Patrice Collins or call 865-806-4487 

and she will help get you registered. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to accommodate individual dietary restrictions. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-legion-post-2-cookout-meeting-tuesday-may-3-2022-registration-314619825367
mailto:pcollins@knoxvillechamber.com%3E
httpshttps://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-legion-post-2-monthly-meal-meeting-monday-march-7-2022-registration-269760209047://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-legion-post-2-mealmeeting-january-3-2022-600-pm-tickets-230384936547


CHAPLAIN’S CORNER Post 2 Chaplain Steve Sword

The Christian Church just celebrated Easter.  It is the most significant holy day on the 
Christian calendar.  Not only is Easter an important holiday, it’s also a lot of fun.  Folks 
dress up in their finest spring clothes, enjoy family dinners, have Easter egg hunts, and 
churches bring out the best music.  My church had a great band and choir that capped 
off the service with the moving song “When I Think About the Lord”. 

The lyrics are simple but contain a powerful message.  The single verse says, 

“When I Think about the Lord 
How He saved me, how He raised me 
How He filled me, with the Holy Ghost 
How He healed me, to the uttermost 
When I Think about the Lord 
How He picked me up and turned me around 
How He set my feet on solid ground” 
  
The verse sets up the key to the song which is contained in the chorus, 
  
“It makes me wanna shout 
Hallelujah 
Thank you Jesus 
Lord, your worthy, of all the glory, and all the honor 
And all the praise” 

What is so moving to me about the song is that it speaks a universal truth: our response 
is the only thing we can control in life.  We can’t control when a family member 
becomes ill.  But we can control our response to the pain.  We can’t control when our 
children pursue a dark path.  But we can control our response to them.  Likewise, we 
can’t control when God chooses to love us and provide forgiveness and healing.  But we 
can control our response to Him. 

How are you responding to the circumstances in your life?  Are you becoming bitter?  
Are you feeling overwhelmed with pain?  Do you feel unworthy?  Or, do you want to 
shout with joy to the Lord in the midst of pain?  The later response is not the natural 
response of our flesh.  However, when we truly think about the mercy we have received 
from God, it is the only response of the Spirit.  I encourage each of us to look past the 
current troubles in life.  I know they are hard and difficult.  But in reality, they are 
temporary and pale in comparison to God’s redeeming love.  That should make you 
wanna shout! 



AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Dan Chipman, ALR Director

On Tuesday, April 19th, the Legion Riders 
joined more than 120 motorcycles and police 
vehicles to escort the Wall That Heals” 
traveling exhibit on its way to Knoxville. 

The ALR members also volunteered to take 
the midnight - 4am security shift at the 
volunteer education exhibit. 

The April 24th fun run had a beautiful day with more than 20 ALR 
members enjoying the weather, fellowship and lunch.  

The first annual “Blessing of the Bikes” will be held on Saturday, 
May 14 at the Post 2 Pavilion.  The event will begin at 11am. All are 
welcome to attend, and funds raised will go towards the Post 2 
building fund. 

On Tuesday, May 24, the Post 2 ALR will be welcoming more than 
350 Bikes on their way to Washington, D.C. as part of the “Run for The Wall”.  The group will stop 
at the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial to conduct a wreath laying ceremony, and enjoy lunch 
provided by Post 2. 

Finally, the Riders will be involved in a myriad of Memorial Day activities, including the flag planting 
at John Sevier Cemetary and the Reading of the Names and Memorial Day ceremony at the East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial.  



ETVMA READING OF THE NAMES 2022
Beginning at sunrise on Memorial Day, volunteer readers 

comprised of veterans, students, community leaders, Gold Star 
families, guard, reserve and activity duty service members will

join together to read aloud each of the 6000+ names engraved on 
the granite columns of the East Tennessee Veterans Memorial.

More than 100 readers are needed. Children are welcome and 
families are encouraged to read together. Names are read 

chronologically, by conflict and county.

No pre registration is necessary, just check at the volunteer desk 
when you arrive at the Memorial.  This is a rain or shine event. 

For more information visit www.etvma.org

http://www.etvma.org




AUXILIARY UPDATES

Dan Chipman, Squadron Commander

The annual Sons of the Legion golf tournament has been scheduled for June 25th at Three 
Ridges Golf Course in Knoxville.  This is a great family friendly event and anyone is welcome to 
participate!   

This is a big fundraiser for the SAL, and thank you to everyone who has already sponsored a 
hole or provided door prizes for the event! 

SAL leadership elections will be coming up in May, so nominations for the 2022-2023 officers are 
currently being accepted.  If you are interested, please contact Dan Chipman for more 
information. 

SAL members meet on the third Thursday of each month beginning at 7:30 pm immediately 
following the Legion Rider’s meeting.  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

The members of the Auxiliary are serving an old fashioned picnic on Tuesday, May 3rd at the 
Post pavilion.  We will be cooking hamburgers and hotdogs, with all the fixing along with side 
dishes, dessert and beverages including soda, water and iced tea.  

The nominations committee has prepared a slate of candidates to serve in Auxiliary leadership 
for 2022- 2023 year.  
Patrice will be sending out the monthly email regarding meal items needed for the meal. 
Please remember to bring everything you need to serve your item. - including utensils!  

Auxiliary members are requested to arrive 30 minutes earlier than the designated start time if 
possible to help set up for the meal, assist with serving the meal and/or are asked to remain 
for clean up.  Remember that all Auxiliary members attending (including those providing meal 
items) still need to register on line to help with the head count the following link  

MAY MEAL 
Please remember that if you do not contribute to the the monthly meal, you will be asked to 

pay the $10 per person meal charge.  

Melina Rogers, Unit President 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-legion-post-2-cookout-meeting-tuesday-may-3-2022-registration-314619825367
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/american-legion-post-2-monthly-meal-meeting-monday-february-7-2022-registration-241417083997


MEMORIAL DAY 2022 ACTIVITIES 

Shop Kroger to help the Post 2 Building Fund 
Kroger donates annually to participating organizations based on percentage of spending as it relates 
to the total spending associated with all participating Kroger Community Rewards organizations. 

Sign up for the free Kroger 
Community Rewards program 

and support the Post! 
If you already have a Kroger digital account, simply log on to the 

Kroger website, link your Kroger card to “American Legion Post 2 and 
Auxiliary” and remember to swipe your card when shopping at 

Kroger to have your transactions apply toward the Post.  

If you don’t already have a Kroger card - clink the link below to get started! 

CLICK HERE TO GET STARTED 

On Tuesday, May 24th, the Post will be welcoming more than 300 motorcyclists to Knoxville as 
part of the “Run for the Wall”.  The group, which travelles from California, will stop at the East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial to conduct a wreath laying ceremony and have lunch provided by 
Post 2 members. 

Flag placement at the John Sevier Cemetery will be on Saturday, May 28th  beginning at 8:30am.  
Please remember to bring a power drill with long bit or a length of rebar to help dig a hole in the 
ground.  

The Annual Reading of the Names will begin at sunrise on Monday, May 30th, at the East 
Tennessee Veterans Memorial in World’s Fair Park.  Volunteer readers are needed, and no pre 
registration is needed to volunteer, just check in upon arrival.  

At the conclusion of the Reading, a short dedication service for the newly engraved names will be 
held. followed by the annual Post 2 Memorial Day Ceremony, which will begin at 11:45am.  

All events are rain or shine. 

https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards?&cid=ps_adw_ogs.dynamic_t:DYNAMIC+SEARCH+ADS&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvJew6fig9QIVwbeGCh2FUwGBEAAYASAAEgIIb_D_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds




ORDER YOUR POST 2 POLO 
SHIRTS NOW!

Available in
Charcoal, Royal Blue, White & Navy
Mens sizes Medium - 4XL available
Women’s style Small - 3XL available 

Available with or 

without pocket

Non snag 3.8 oz Tricot 

Polyester

Hemmed sleeves

Side vents

Tag free label

Three button placket

American Legion 
Emblem on right chest 

with personalized 
embroidery on left 

chest

$38



Show your Post 2 Pride & Support the 
Legion Building Fund with a T-shirt 

$20 per shirt  
Available M - 4X 

Long sleeved now available 
Ladies V neck style available

Personalized Post 2 Golf Shirt styles coming soon -  
All Proceeds benefit the Post 2 Building Fund 

A Century of Service 1919-2019
American Legion Post 2 American legion

Post 2
knoxville, Tn

Gildan 5000 / Navy Blue with yellow print front and back :: 24 pcs @ $7.00/ea

A Century of Service 1919-2019
American Legion Post 2 American legion

Post 2
knoxville, Tn

Gildan 5000 / Navy Blue with yellow print front and back :: 24 pcs @ $7.00/ea


