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Swim & Sport
Summer Membership

Unlimited access to:
• Dozens of group fitness classes
• Heated outdoor pool & sprayground
• Children’s playgrounds
• Indoor gymnasium
• And so much more!

$100

Individual

$150

Couple

$200
Family

Bring in this ad and
receive a fourth
month free.
For questions or more information
call 561-712-5225 today
Offer valid from June 1 to September 30 for new members only.
Member must sign up before July 1 and will receive three months
from the date of registration. Fee must be paid in full.

5221 Hood Road, Palm Beach Gardens • JCConline.com
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
For the snowbirds who are leaving BallenIsles, BIWF wishes you safe travels and a
wonderful summer. For the full-timers, please be aware that this is mating, birthing,
and baby season for our wildlife: turtles emerge from the ponds to nest; birds
make loud noises to scare predators away from their babies; foxes, raccoons, and
opossums forage for food to feed themselves and their litters. And please notify us
immediately if you see a feral cat and/or kittens.
“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals
are treated.” Mahatma Gandhi
-Marianne Guerra, President
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BallenIsles Wildlife Foundation
would like to thank the
advertisers of this magazine.
All of the costs associated with
publishing and distribution of
Nature Matters are covered by
the advertisements that appear
within each issue. We encourage
the residents of BallenIsles to
patronize these advertisers so we
can continue to provide you with
this wonderful magazine.
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To Advertise in Nature Matters
Call Allison Fogg @ (404) 667-0459 today!
Nature Matters is a publication of COMMUNAlink, Inc. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion
of the publisher of this magazine. Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a professional is readily available. Advertisers
assume responsibility for the content of the ads paced in this publication. Material published may not be reproduced without the written permission of
COMMUNAlink.
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In the Spotlight
David Hitzig

Founder and Executive Director, Busch Wildlife Sanctuary
successfully rehabilitated and then released;
a small number find permanent refuge at
the facility. Sadly, many are too severely
injured and in their best interest are
humanely euthanized in order to end their
suffering. The service that David and Busch
Wildlife Sanctuary generously provide to
injured or abandoned animals from our
community as well as other communities
is not only unique but invaluable to the
wildlife population.

“As human beings, we have to look
beyond ourselves. We are just a small part
of the natural world, but we are a crucial
part in making it possible for its continued
existence, just as much as it is necessary for
our own survival.”
This is David Hitzig’s philosophy on life
and one that he has incorporated into the
management of Busch Wildlife Sanctuary
throughout the 30 years it has been in
existence. Although David is not a resident
of BallenIsles, he has given his time and
expertise to help the many animals that
have become sick, injured, or orphaned as
a result of the human activities that occur
within BallenIsles. He also has been very
instrumental in helping to educate the
children and adult residents and visitors
from BallenIsles about wildlife and our
local environment. Whenever an injured
animal is found by security or reported by
a resident, BIWF calls David for advice.
Busch Wildlife Sanctuary is always available
and quickly responds to the wounded or
abandoned animal’s needs. From that point
on, David’s excellent staff takes over and
works to return recovered “patients” back
to the wild.
Each year more than 5,000 wounded or
abandoned animals from all over Palm
Beach, Martin, Saint Lucie, Indian River,
and Okeechobee Counties are brought
to the sanctuary. About 35% can be

It is obvious that the mission of the Busch
Wildlife Sanctuary is to help animals in
need, but David is also very proud of its
positive effect on people. Couples are
married in the amphitheater, and he has
become ordained in order to officiate for
those who want him to. The amphitheater
is also used for memorial services because
of its peaceful atmosphere. Adults are
given the opportunity to perform hours
of community service that give them a
second chance in life. Through educational
programs and visits to the sanctuary,
children learn compassion for all living
things. For example, a while ago a few
children were visiting with their aunt. It
was a quiet school day, and when David
noticed them, he asked why the children
were there and not in school. One of the
little girls told him that their daddy had
died that day, and Busch Wildlife Sanctuary
was where they wanted to be.
How did this all begin? When David was
very young and growing up in Miami, his
parents did not allow him to have any pets.
However, David loved to play in the woods
and secretly brought home many critters
that he hid in his closet. At summer camp
he spent much of his time in the nature
center; at home he regularly visited The
Miami Serpentarium and watched expert
Bill Haast extract venom from poisonous
snakes.
David attended Miami Dade College
and was quickly hired by the college to
teach environmental studies classes. He

also worked as a naturalist at a Miami
nature center and served as the Education
Director for the Audubon Society. In 1983
he and a few friends formed the Animal
Rehabilitation Center. They were close to
securing property in 1992 to begin building
their dream facility when Hurricane
Andrew changed their plans. Instead,
David moved north to Jupiter Farms where
he began to rehabilitate animals on his
property and present wildlife programs to
schools and other organizations.
In 1994, longtime supporter, Peter Busch
found an injured owl and could not find
a facility to help the bird, so he contacted
David. The rest is history. The two got
together, and with seed money from
Peter’s family foundation, Busch Wildlife
Sanctuary came into being—albeit still
in David’s backyard. Yet another chance
happening changed everything. A child
in one of David’s educational programs
told her father, Richard Dent, Executive
Director of the Loxahatchee River District,
about what she had learned from David.
Mr. Dent contacted David and in 1996
helped Peter and David by providing the
land on which Busch Wildlife Sanctuary
stands today.
Thirty years later David is still rescuing
animals day and night, but now there is
Busch Wildlife Sanctuary--a wonderful
“living museum” for the observation of
hundreds of animal species. The Sanctuary
operates with a paid staff of 17 workers,
over 60 dedicated volunteers, more than
100,000 visitors annually, and a budget of
$1.4 million. His desire for the future is to
be able to raise enough funds to keep Busch
Wildlife Sanctuary functioning, expanding,
and always improving.
David Hitzig says he finds peace in
nature and hopes that the Busch Wildlife
Sanctuary gives others that same sense of
tranquility. ■
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Does Homeowners or Renters Insurance
Cover Dog Bites?

By: Ann Marie Batten, Batten Insurance Services

Pets and animals are members of our families, but even the sweetest of animals can snap. Dog bites are one of the most common
liability claims; the law in most states requires a dog owner to pay for any expenses due to injuries and property damage caused
by the pet. You need to make sure that you’re protected against liability issues that can arise from such an event. Animal liability
coverage can protect you from costly lawsuits and legal fees should your pet suddenly turn on a passerby, house-guest or
become suddenly violent toward people or destructive to property. This coverage not only protects you and your family, but also
outsiders who may become victims.
Homeowners insurance and renters insurance usually cover liability for dog bites. Consequently, those who are insured under
such policies usually have coverage. However, there are policies that exclude dog bites, and those that provide inadequate limits
for the victim.
Three solutions are available for dog owners who are uninsured or inadequately insured: umbrella coverage, excess coverage, and
canine liability policies. An umbrella policy provides liability coverage for injuries, damages and losses that are not covered by a
person’s primary insurance (i.e., an umbrella would cover a dog bite that is not covered by the dog owner’s homeowner policy).
An excess policy provides a higher policy limit for losses that ARE covered by the primary insurance. A canine liability policy
is a policy written specifically for dog owners for the purpose of insuring dogs or people who, for one reason or another, cannot
obtain any other coverage for injuries, damages and losses caused by their dog(s).
The usual solution for dog owners is to purchase an umbrella policy. If you have homeowner insurance or renters insurance, and
it does not cover canine inflicted injures, talk to your insurance agent about purchasing a “personal umbrella liability policy.”
It is a form of umbrella liability insurance for individuals and their families. It provides coverage for (1) excess liability over
underlying liability coverage (homeowners, auto) and (2) some of the liability exposures excluded by underlying policies, which
might include canine liability (but be sure to check!). There is no standard form for this kind of policy, but generally the form
requires the maintenance of underlying homeowners and auto liability policies with minimum combined single liability limits
of $300,000 each. The important thing is to ascertain that the umbrella policy under consideration does not exclude canine
inflicted injuries.
If you are exploring insurance options to cover dog bites, Batten Insurance Services can help answer your questions and show
you options that are a good fit for your pet family. Batten Insurance can be reached at (561) 627-1806 or visit them in the
Shoppes at Ibis, at 10130 Northlake Blvd, just next to the UPS store.

Ann Marie Batten (561) 627-1806 AnnMarieBatten@Allstate.com
											
Nature
Matters

Page 5

Turtles?

How Well Do
You Know Your
Of the 26 turtle species found in or around Florida, 18 are

freshwater turtle species. Turtles are reptiles and generally have
a hard shell, the exception being the softshell turtle, which has a
rubbery shell. Some Florida aquatic turtles may walk slowly on
land, but all are quick in the water, having webs between their toes
to help them swim.
Turtles are the oldest living group of reptiles dating back to the
time of the earliest dinosaurs. Even though they are the only
toothless reptiles, their beaks have sharp biting edges. Most
turtles can pull their heads and legs into their shells for protection.
Although all turtles are air-breathing reptiles, aquatic turtles can
hold their breath for long periods of time. All freshwater turtles lay
eggs on land in holes they have dug. When the eggs hatch, the baby
turtles (hatchlings) return to water. Most fresh water hatchlings
are omnivorous; however, the adults are mostly herbivorous.
The Florida Cooter
(Pseudemys
floridana). Florida
cooters (aka Costal
Plain cooter) are very
similar in appearance
to the river cooter
(Pseudemys concinna)
but do not have the
C-shaped mark on
the carapace and the plastron markings characteristic of the river
cooter. Also, unlike the river cooter, the head stripes of the Florida
cooter do not merge to form “hairpins.” The Florida cooter inhabits
lakes, sloughs, ponds, slow-flowing streams, and other still bodies
of water with soft bottoms and dense aquatic vegetation as well
as some Florida spring runs. This species is frequently observed
basking in the sunshine on logs in the water. Some scientists
believe that Florida and river cooters belong to the same species.
The name “cooter” may have come from an African word “kuta,”
which means turtle in several African languages, and thought to
have been introduced by African slaves.
The Florida cooter averages 12 inches long, is black or brown with
yellow stripes, and has an immaculate yellow color on its plastron.
Florida cooters can nest any time of the year in Florida but not in
the summer. Males reach maturity in 3 years; females take 6 to 7
years. The female constructs an unusual 3-hole nest, digging one
deep center hole and shallower ‘false nest’ holes on either side.
She lays most of the eggs in the center hole, putting only one or
two eggs in each of the false nests. The false nests are thought to
distract predators from the main nest, although in many cases
predators find all three. When the eggs hatch in 80 to 150 days, the
hatchlings claw their way to the surface, crawl toward the water,
and fend for themselves. If they survive the hazards of avian and

mammal predation, loss of habitat, slaughter on the highways, and
being taken as a food source by humans, they can live 40 years
or more. The Great American Cooter Festival is an annual event
during the last week of October in Inverness, Florida.
The Red-bellied
Turtle (Pseudemys
nelsoni). (Also
pictured on the cover)
A large turtle (13 in,
34 cm) with an olivebrown to blackish top
shell patterned with
wide faded reddish
markings, the redbellied turtle is actually a variety of cooter. The underside of its
top shell is red or orange, its head, feet, and tail are black with
bright yellow stripes, and its bottom shell is orange or rusty red.
They usually grow to 8 to 15 inches.

Found in fresh or brackish water, the mostly herbivorous redbellied turtle prefers places with abundant vegetation and little
water flow, including ponds, lakes, ditches, and canals. In Florida,
female red-bellied turtles often lay their eggs in alligator nests. This
behavior has several potential advantages for the turtles. Alligator
nests provide stable temperature and humidity for both turtle
and alligator eggs, and while protecting her own eggs, the female
alligator protects the turtle eggs against raccoons and other would
be egg predators. However, laying eggs in an alligator nest is risky
– alligators have been seen to attack red-bellied turtles. Biologists
believe the thick high-domed shell of this turtle is an adaptation
that helps it survive alligator attacks. Close examination of the
carapaces of red-bellied turtles often shows tooth marks and deep
gouges, evidence of unsuccessful attacks by alligators.
Red-eared Sliders
(Trachemys scripta
elegans.). This
species is native to the
Southeastern USA but
not native to Florida.
It was introduced to
Florida as part of the
pet trade. Because
they are long lived,
owners eventually tired of caring for them and released them
into the wild; hence, they are now well established and breeding
throughout the state, competing with the native red-bellied turtle
for food, basking sites, and habitat. It is a medium-sized turtle,
easily recognized by its green head and a red stripe behind the eye.
Red-eared sliders are aquatic but leave the water to bask on sunny
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days. They are called sliders because they slide rapidly off logs and
rocks when approached. They are excellent swimmers. If you buy
one as a pet for your child or grandchild, you had better prepare
him to put it in his will as red-eared sliders can live for 50 to 70
years!
The Florida
Snapping Turtle
(Chelydra serpentina
osceola). Related to
the common snapping
turtle, the Florida
snapping turtle is
only found in Florida
and Georgia. This is
a dangerous turtle. It
can grow to 17 inches long and weigh 45 pounds. Its tail is almost
as long as its shell, and it has saw edges along the top of the tail.
The shell also has rough points down the middle. The shell is tan
to dark brown and may have green algae growing on it. NEVER
TOUCH A SNAPPING TURTLE. Their jaws are strong and they
will snap very quickly. One snap could bite off a finger. Because
their bottom shell is small, they can’t retract their heads like most
other freshwater turtles, so their best defense mechanism is to
snap. They’ll eat almost anything: water bugs, fish, lizards, small
birds, mice, plants, and even dead animals. Snapping turtles live
in ponds under the shadows. They rarely bask in the sun like most
turtles; instead, to gather warmth they dig into the mud on the
bottom of the pond with only their eyes and nose showing. They
are extremely fast swimmers, but if you leave them alone, they’ll
usually leave you alone.
The Softshell Turtle
(Apalone Ferox).
Softshells, probably
the most common
turtle in BallenIsles,
are often seen floating
on the surface of lakes
and ponds. Softshell
turtles have very long
necks, narrow heads,
long, slender, snorkel-like noses, and legs that look like flippers. As
might be expected from their names, softshells have soft flexible
shells that feel and look like a large leathery pancake. The Florida
softshell turtle can reach a maximum length of 61 cm (24 inches).
The brown leathery top shell has many small knobs along the
front edge behind the head. The head is dark and there is often a
yellow stripe behind each eye. Females are much larger than males.
These turtles have strong, knife-like mandibles that are almost as
powerful as the jaws of a snapping turtle. Their long necks enable
them to reach around and bite if they feel threatened. Unlike most
other fresh water turtles, they are omnivorous, feeding on snails,
insect, crustaceans, amphibians, and fish (live and dead) as well
as algae and aquatic plants. Like most other fresh water turtles,
they are almost entirely aquatic, only emerging from the water to
bask in the sun, lay eggs, or migrate to nearby wetter areas if their

wetland becomes too dry. They are lightening fast in the water and
also on land. Their nesting season is March to July. Females lay 4
to 24 eggs in a nest that they dig on land in sandy soil in the sun.
Florida box turtle (T.
carolina bauri). Box
turtles of the genus
Terrapene only occur
in North America.
The name Terrapene
is appropriately
derived from a
Native American
(Algonquian) word
for turtle. Although the wild Florida box turtle lives in damp
wetlands, marshes, and open woodlands, it occasionally wanders
into shallow water but rarely goes into water deep enough for
swimming. Even though it is essentially terrestrial, it is more
closely genetically related to some of the water turtles.
Florida box turtles typically have white or yellow radiating lines
on their carapace and superficially resemble Eastern box turtles.
However, they are distinguished from the Eastern box turtle by
two narrow stripes on the head, a body shape that is narrower and
more elongated, a carapace that is very domed, and only three
toes on their hind feet. Like the other common box turtles they
have a ridge running along the carapace above the spine, and the
plastron tends to be relatively plain. The males have red eyes, and
the females have yellowish brown eyes. The female doesn’t reach
sexual maturity until 7 to 10 years old and lays only 3 to 8 eggs
per year. She can lay fertile eggs up to 4 years after mating! The
average life span of the Florida box turtle is 25 to 30 years, but
some live up to 50 years. The automobile is one of its greatest
perils, so if you see a box turtle in the road, stop, pick it up by the
part of the shell nearest the tail, and move it to safety. ■
Credits
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida
Wild Florida Eco travel Guide
Florida’s Fabulous Reptiles & Amphibians- by P. Carmichael & W. Williams
http://www.dnr.sc.gov/cwcs/pdf/FreshwaterTurtles
Wildlife North America
http://pelotes.jea.com

We deal in rare commodities.
Experts who actually manage
your money.

Contact Christopher Facka
to learn more:
(561) 868-7465
©2014 The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation.
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Featured Resident Photographer
Mary Kirby

Mary became interested in photography
years ago by collecting photos torn from
newspapers and magazines. She thought
she was just collecting cool stuff like her
stamp collection, but it helped her develop
an eye for what works and what doesn’t.
She loved the way a good photograph
could capture a moment, a mood, a
triumph, or a tragedy.
What got her interested in taking her own photographs was getting
two cats for her birthday. Oscar and Gerber were wonderful
subjects, and she took hundreds of photographs of them. Through
the years the cats sadly would pass on and she would get new cats.
Each cat had its own personality, and it was up to Mary to convey
that in her photographs.

A pensive close-up of Mary’s
wonderful cat Tony

When she moved to
BallenIsles 12 years ago,
digital photography was
revolutionizing the way people
took photographs. It was getting
easier to carry equipment; you
didn’t have to wait for your
photographs to get developed,
and you could actually take
photos with your phone.
Around this time, Sharon
Kalniz, Michael Schneider, and
Steve Trachtenberg, among
others, founded the BallenIsles
Photography Club. By
becoming a member, Mary had
the opportunity to meet people
with similar interests and to
learn from others.

The Photography Club now has about 50 members, each with
diverse talents and interests. In 2011, the Club sponsored a
photographic trip to Cuba, and through the years it has featured
presentations by many professionals such as National Geographic
photographer Raymond Gehman, iPhone photographer Dan
Burckholder, Florida wildlife photographer Joanne Williams,
and nature photographer Pat Gerlach. Twice a year the members
submit two photographs for the gallery in the main clubhouse;
these submissions are then judged by a panel of former presidents
of the Photography Club. Mary had the pleasure of serving as
President of the Photography Club this past year and looks forward
to being a judge in the future.

The famous racing pigs at this year’s Soouth Florida Fair

instance, the Palm Beach Photographic Center is located in
downtown West Palm Beach and offers hundreds of seminars and
photo shoots; in addition, Miami is world renowned for its annual
Art Basel and Miami Art shows. Wellington is the site of the
international world of polo, and Jupiter offers professional baseball
at the Roger Dean Stadium. There is also the Lake Worth Street
Painting weekend in February and countless opportunities to see
and photograph wildlife at Wakodahatchee Wetlands in Delray and
at Grassy Waters here in Palm Beach Gardens. Best of all, there are
lots of direct flights from PBI to New York, where the opportunity
for taking interesting photographs is unlimited. ■

The Blues Brothers of Bushwick, Brooklyn, NY

Mary feels very fortunate to be living in Palm Beach Gardens
because this area is very rich in cultural opportunities. For
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BIWF and Friends Attend the
Pet Haven Rescue Annual Fundraiser

Carole Chapuis, President, Pet Haven Rescue winner of the Outstanding
Shelter “Pet Hero” Award

Pet Haven Rescue Board Members

Chris Facka, BNY Mellon Wealth Management, with Mark Pafford, CEO
Arthur R. Marshall Foundation for the Everglades, and Mark’s wife Tracy

Sylvana Klein, Board Member, BallenIsles
Wildlife Foundation, and her husband,
Murray

Marianne Guerra, President, BallenIsles
Wildlife Foundation, and her husband,
Marvin
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Irwin F. Edenzon, BIWF Board member,
Frankie Edenzon, BIWF committee
member, and Michael and Marc Edenzon
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Agave & Yucca
Interest in agave and yucca has grown recently, thanks in part to
increasing water restrictions in many Florida urban areas. Agave
and yucca are found in native environments that typically are
dry, hot, sunny, and windy with low rainfall and poor soil. In
cultivation, this translates into low maintenance since typically
they need little or no irrigation, fertilizer, pruning, or spraying.
Furthermore, many agave and yucca withstand drought, heat,
strong winds, and cold weather and have few pests and diseases.
They are tolerant of poor soils and therefore rarely develop
nutrient deficiencies. The wide variety of sizes, shapes, and
growth characteristics permits many landscape uses, including
groundcover, bedding plants, container plants, shrubs, and,
especially, dramatic specimen plants. Above and beyond their
toughness, agave and yucca capture the imagination because of
their dramatic architectural forms and unusual shapes. In addition,
these plants boast intriguing defensive “weaponry”—stiff, hard, or
leathery leaves, often armed with barbs, teeth, or spine--which can
present a hazard, especially to small children.

Agave

Agave tends to
have more armor
than yucca. Each
agave plant consists
of a rosette of
long, stiff, spearshaped, fleshy
leaves often armed
with teeth and
tipped with a long
terminal spine.
The commonly
grown agave is the century plant Agave americana, which is native
to Mexico. However, among the more than 200 additional species
of agave with potential landscape use, only two are native to
Florida: false sisal (Agave decipiens) and wild century plant (Agave
neglecta). Agave varies in size from a few inches to more than 12
ft. tall and wide. Leaf color ranges from deep green to grass green
to blue green to gray, and leaves may be striped or mottled with
white, cream, yellow, or chartreuse. Although it sometimes takes
years for flowering to occur, agave develops branched spikes of
yellow, rose, or white tubular flowers on incredibly tall stems 6–40
ft. above the plant. After flowering, the parent plant typically dies,
although usually a number of small plants form around the base of
the parent plant. The small plants are technically called “offsets” but
are commonly called “pups” and may be separated from the parent
plant for propagation.

Yucca

Yucca is similar
to agave but often
forms trunks and
typically has more
numerous, thinner,
leathery leaves
with a smaller
terminal spine.
Yucca leaves range
in color from deep
green to pale blue,
and leaves may be
striped in shades of white, cream, yellow, or chartreuse. When in
flower, yucca produces large, upright panicles (flower clusters) of
white, bell-shaped flowers. Unlike the tall flower stems of agave,
yucca flower panicles are held within or just above the foliage.
There are more than 20 species of yucca, of which these three are
native to Florida: Spanish bayonet (Yucca aloifolia), Adam’s needle
(Yucca filamentosa), and moundlily yucca (Yucca gloriosa).

Plant Requirements

Almost all agave and yucca selections require full sun (at least 6
hours of direct sunlight) for best appearance and growth. Much
of Florida has sandy, well-drained soils on which agave and
yucca, especially the native species, can thrive despite the rain
and humidity. Areas with perched water tables or heavy soils can
still grow agave and yucca provided these plants are grown above
grade or on a slight mound that provides better drainage. Another
alternative is to amend the soil to improve drainage. A final option
is to grow these plants in containers with well-drained potting soil
and irrigate as needed.
Agave and yucca require occasional watering after planting to
aid with establishment. Thereafter, most agave and yucca plants
will thrive on rainfall alone. Similarly, most established agave and
yucca do not need fertilizer and will subsist in many urban soils,
especially if organic mulch is used. Low rates of fertilizer may be
applied to young or small plants to aid establishment or improve
growth rates.
*By Gary W. Knox, Extension specialist and professor of environmental
horticulture, University of Florida/IFAS, North Florida Research and
Education Center.
Edited version of document ENH1159, one of a series of the Environmental
Horticulture Department, Florida Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida. Original publication
date February 2010. Reviewed January 2013 Visit the EDIS website at http://
edis.ifas. ufl.edu
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Pet Owners: Beware of Bufo Toads in South Florida
The bufo toad (Bufo marinus) (also known
as marine toad, giant toad, cane toad) is a
huge brown to grayish-brown toad with
a creamy yellow belly and deeply pitted
parotoid glands extending down the
back. Adult giant toads generally range in
size from 6 to 9 in (15 to 23 cm) but may
get larger. They are replacing the native
southern toad (Bufo terrestris) in the cities
of southern Florida.
The bufo toad sits in an upright position
when it moves and hops in short fast hops.
When confronted by a predator, it is able
to “shoot” bufo toxin from the parotoid
and other glands on its back in the form
of white viscous venom. The secretions are
highly toxic to dogs, cats, and other animals
and can cause skin irritation in humans.
These marine toads are most frequently
seen under the streetlights of the suburbs.
To avoid attracting toads to areas where
pets are, do not leave pet food in open
dishes in the yard. Bufo’s are attracted to
dogs’ watering dishes and may sit in the
rim long enough to leave enough toxin to
make a dog ill. Dogs might mouth bufo
toads, thus getting a large dose of the bufo’s
toxins secreted from the skin and parotoid
glands. Symptoms generally include profuse
foamy salivation that looks like shaving
cream, difficulty breathing, brick red
gums, convulsions, paralysis, ventricular
fibrillation, vomiting, and uncoordinated
staggering. Untreated, the death rate from
Bufo marinus toxin may approach 100%.
Keeping your dog on a leash and well
supervised when outdoors should be
sufficient to prevent bufo toad toxicity.
Carrying a flashlight at night is a good idea
so that you can check out anything your
dog may be overly curious about. These
toads don’t actually attack, but a curious
dog sniffing or licking the toad can get
poisoned as a result.
Bufo toads (actually the term is redundant
as bufo is Latin for toad) are seen mostly
during the rainy season (late May to mid
October) and most often at night near
lighted areas because bugs are attracted to
light and the toads are attracted to bugs,
their primary food source. They are seen

much less frequently during daylight hours
but can be found hiding under vegetation.
One way to reduce the number of toads
in your yard is to eliminate potential food
sources. Leaving uneaten pet food out in
the yard can attract toads.
WHAT TO DO IF YOUR PET SHOWS
BUFO TOAD TOXICITY SYMPTOMS
Immediately rinse out the pet’s mouth
with a dripping wet wash cloth several
times to remove any toxin from the mouth,
pointing the pet’s head downward to avoid
the toxin being swallowed. Do not use
a hose to rinse the mouth as water can
easily be forced into the lungs causing
more problems. Proceed to the nearest
veterinary clinic or emergency clinic as
time is of the essence. The smaller the pet
or the larger the toad, the greater there is
a risk of toxicity. Untreated, the death rate
for animals affected by Bufo marinus toxin
may approach 100%

The overall coloring of this toad varies from
brown, black, or red. The Giant toad (toxic)
does not have these ridges.
3. The adult Southern toad ranges in length
from 1.75 to 4.5 inches. The adult Giant
toad ranges in length from 4 to 6 inches.

HOW TO HUMANELY ELIMINATE
BUFO MARINUS
These toads are a non-native species and
are not protected. They can be removed and
disposed of humanely by placing them in a
plastic container (or bag) in the freezer for
three days and then burying the carcasses.
If you do not wish to handle the toads,
contact a local nuisance animal trapper.
IS IT BUFO TERRESTRIS (NONTOXIC) OR BUFO MARINUS (TOXIC)?
The native Southern Toad (Bufo terrestris)
is sometimes mistaken for the Giant Toad
(Bufo marinus). Here are a few ways to
distinguish between the toxic Bufo marinus
(or Giant toad) and the non-toxic Bufo
terrestris (or Southern toad).
1. The Giant toad has very large parotoid
glands. The Southern toad has smaller
kidney-shaped parotoid glands which
secrete a substance that may be irritating to
mucous membranes but is not toxic.
2. The Southern toad (non-toxic) has
two highly pronounced knobs and crests
(ridges) that occur on its head. The two
crests run forward from the knobs and
come close to one another near the snout.

Credits
Photos were supplied by Barry Mansell Photos
to the University of Florida, Florida Wildlife
Extension Service. website http://www.wec.ufl.
edu/extension/
www.fondrenpetcare.com
WEC-11, one of a series of the Wildlife
Ecology and Conservation department, Florida
Cooperative Extension Service, Institute of Food
and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida.
Published: June 1990. Reviewed: September 2002.
USGS/Florida Integrated Science Center
varamey@nervm.nerdc.ufl.edu
Poisoned! John Cargill & Susan Thorpe-Varg
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Meet
Buddy
Kathy and Ken Seidel moved to BallenIsles 10 years ago along with their third Golden
Retriever, Freddie. Sadly, Freddy passed away a year and a half later at the age of 10.
After several years without a pet, they realized that they wanted to recapture the joy and
presence of a pet in their lives. That was when a friend introduced them to the Golden Retriever Rescue of South Florida, where they
completed the adoption process.
Buddy arrived at their home in April of 2010. He was 5-1/2 months old, skittish and malnourished, and had burn marks and scabs on
his neck, the result of an electronic spike collar. After several months of treatment, adjustments to diet, and loving care, Buddy became
a trusting, sweet, grateful, and beautiful companion.
Once Buddy completed obedience training with Karen at Dog Days, Kathy began to take him on visits to see her mother, who was
in an assisted living facility in Jupiter. Amazingly, Buddy transformed from a rambunctious young Golden into a gentle, affectionate
greeter. He seemed to realize the fragility of the elderly population in the assisted living facility. Kathy has continued to take Buddy
on these visits, and he never fails to bring smiles to the faces of the residents. In fact, when Kathy occasionally arrives without him, the
residents are terribly disappointed.

Trusted Home Care for Your Loved One.

561.328.7611

8645 North Military Trail, Suite 407
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410
VisitingAngels.com/PalmBeaches
Irv Seldin, President

Florida License #30211527
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Buddy’s Lasting
Impression

Pet Announcements
Nicole Blanchard
December 2, 2002 - April 17, 2015
Our little Princess as she truly was!
- Donna and Hartman Blanchard

Kathy and Ken Seidel’s granddaughter Ella wrote the following letter shortly
after her visit with them over Christmas vacation. She was completely taken
with Buddy and rarely left his side. She would awake early in order to be
ready to walk him with Kathy. She ran with him at the beach. They were
inseparable. She started requesting a dog from that moment on. She is 8
and her brothers are 12 and 14. Alex, the middle child is allergic to dogs and
had to take antihistamines while he was here. For that reason and their busy
lives, their parents are reluctant. Ella has now bonded with a neighbor’s dog
and goes regularly to take him for walks.
Congratulations to Margie and Brian Block
on the new member of their family “Pansy.”
Pansy is a 4 year old Cocker Spaniel. Pansy
is a cousin to their late dog Sizzle. Pansy is a
“finished” champion and was in many grooming
contests. She retired last year.

A percentage of the sales for all products will
be donated to BallenIsles Wildlife Foundation.
For information about this high quality pet
food, please visit:
www.lifesabundance.com/BIWF
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By Judy Grace and Jackie Fabisch

A

F

B

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY FLOWERS.
And the rains throughout the year
Bring water to the foliage
That blooms and brings great cheer

E

C

D

BallenIsles in all seasons and hours
Is filled with such beautiful flowers.
They’re very different, not the same,
MATCH THE FLOWER WITH ITS NAME.
1. BOUGAINVILLEA ______

4. HIBISCUS ______

2. BEGONIA

______

5. JASMINE ______

3. GARDENIA

______

6. ORCHID ______

Answers:
1-E		
2-A		
3-F		

4-C
5-B
6-D
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DON’T MISS TURTLE WALKS IN JUNE AND JULY
It is amazing to watch a sea turtle dig her nest, lay her eggs, and cover up the nest. Registration information for two sites is listed below.
If you want to view nature at its best, sign up as soon as registration begins; both locales fill up quickly, often within a day or two.

MacArthur Beach State Park - Sea Turtle Talk & Walks

Loggerhead Marinelife Center – Wildlife Turtle Walks

Summer 2015 Sea Turtle Talk & Walks
Each June and July MacArthur Beach State Park offers Sea
Turtle Talk & Walks so that visitors can have a chance at viewing
loggerhead sea turtles laying their eggs. This ancient ritual is a
sight not to be missed! Turtle Walks fill up quickly so be sure to
register early. Program is 8 pm until a nesting turtle is sighted or
midnight, not suitable for those who cannot walk a mile or more
in the sand, children under 8 not permitted.

Wildlife Turtle Walks allow visitors to learn and observe the
nesting and egg-laying process of sea turtles. Loggerhead
Marinelife Center scouts will patrol the designated section of Juno
Beach searching for turtles while visitors enjoy an informative
presentation on the plight of sea turtles and visit with some of
their patients in the outdoor turtle yard. Once a turtle is found
and begins her egg-laying process, the group is then able to join
the scouts on the beach to watch this unforgettable experience.

“Friends” Member registration starting Tuesday, May 26
-Friend’s walk dates are June 13 and 27 and July 11 and 25
-To register please call 561-776-7449 ext. 102

Turtle Walks are $17 per person or $12 per person for Loggerhead
Marinelife Center members. Walk-ins are a flat rate of $20, and
a spot is not guaranteed. All individuals, including children, are
required to pay in advance to reserve their spot. Children must
be 6 years or older to attend. Attendees must be able to walk
up to half a mile. Loggerhead can only accommodate up to 30
people per night and dates fill up quickly. There is no relationship
between sea turtle nesting activity and the phase of the moon,
the weather, or the tides. All scheduled Turtle Walk nights have
the same odds of the group seeing a turtle nesting. There are no
refunds on tickets if a turtle is not spotted.

Non Member registration is on-line and sold as tickets through
www.macarthurbeach.org.
- Price is $10 per ticket, non-refundable unless the event is
cancelled by Park staff
- Registration launches on May 26 at 9am (It will fill up quickly.)
-Walk Schedule starts on June 1 runs through July 24 (M, W & F
with the exception of July 3)

Online registration for the 2015 season begins on May 1 at
www.marinelife.org

Birds

Florida Wildlife Happenings - May

Brown pelican, white ibis, wood stork, roseate spoonbill,
Egyptian goose, sandhill crane and anhinga young are now
visible in nests.
Bald eagles begin migrating north.
Breeding begins for many resident and summer songbirds.
The last of the cedar waxwings and goldfinches head for their
northern breeding grounds.

Mammals

Gray Bats congregate at maternity caves now through midJuly.

Insects

Peak flight month for Schaus’ swallowtail butterfly in the
Keys.

Reptiles

Alligators begin to court and make loud resounding
‘bellows’.
The height of crocodile nesting in the Keys happens at the
beginning of the month as well.
Loggerhead sea turtles begin nesting on summer nights.
Soft-shell and alligator snapping turtles complete egg
laying.

Fish

Bluegill are bedding at the full moon.
Redbreast sunfish and spotted sunfish begin spawning in
rivers.
Pompano running in the surf in north Florida.

Plants

White swamp lillies dot wet prairies of the Everglades.
American lotus bloom at Paynes Prairies State Preserve.
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Protecting What’s Precious

Our clients CHOOSE us
because of our expertise.
Our clients STAY with
us because of our service.
AnnMarieBatten@BattenIns.com
(561) 627-1806

Whether you own or rent, live in a two-story house
or high-rise condo, your home and its contents are
likely among your biggest investments. Make sure
they're protected with home property insurance.
Our home property insurance coverage is packaged
with liability protection, and available with a variety
of great discounts. We partner with many A rated
Insurance Companies which allows us to get you the
best product for a competitive price.

BATTEN
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