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We hold in Christian Memory: 

Jo Cain  ~ May 21st, 2020  

Prayers of the congregation are extended to 
her 

 husband, Chuck, family and friends. 

              JIGSAW PUZZLES STILL AVAILABLE! 

If your are tired of staying home with noth-
ing to do, swing by the church on a week-
day morning and take a puzzle from the 
bin outside the front entrance!  It makes 
time go by fast! 

 

Upper Room devotionals are also available in the bin! 

   

THE PACE 
JUNE 2020 

 Dear Friends, 

What has God been teaching you through these months of the 
coronavirus? 

Actually, God is teaching us lessons every day.  We believe in a 
Lord who is deeply and intimately involved in the fabric of our 
lives.  I encourage us to wonder about the lessons that God un-
veils to us, especially during a time like now. 

What have I learned? 

I am learning that everyone has their own opinion about every-
thing and we should be able to listen respectfully even if our 
opinion is vastly different.  We are all sinners, in need of God’s 
grace.  There are no perfect people. 

I am re-learning that the church is a church regardless of whether 
or not we can be inside the church building. We have been chal-
lenged to do the things that churches do (teaching, preaching, 
worship, mission work, the sacraments, youth work, loving the 
most vulnerable among us) all from a distance of six feet.  

I have been reminded by our Lord of the power of prayer, and  
the discipline of prayer. God calls us to be devoted to our prayer 
life.  

God reminds me to be focused.  My to-do list is an invaluable 
part of my day. Stay on track. 

Finally, practice grace with everyone you meet. 

We have much to be thankful for. 

I wonder what God has been teaching you in these unusual 
times.  Please feel free to call and let me know what you are 
learning. 

 

God’s peace. 

John Green 
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PAXTON CHURCH IS CONTINUING TO LIVE STREAM THE 
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES AT 10:00 am ON 
FACEBOOK. 
 

YOU CAN ALSO VIEW THE SERVICE LATER IN THE WEEK 
ON THE CHURCH’S WEBSITE–
WWW.PAXTONCHURCH.ORG 

Little Free Pantry/Library 
 

Just a reminder that Paxton’s 

Little Free Pantry and Library are 

open 24/7. We are doing our 

best to keep the pantry stocked 

and the library current but we 

need your help. 

If you have extra non-perishable 

food items, please share with 

our neighbors by placing items 

directly in the pantry. If you’ve 

just finished a good book, please place it in the library and 

pick up a new one. If you’re cleaning out your kids outgrown 

books, please donate them to the library – we are especially 

in need of board and picture books. 

Random acts of kindness in these trying times are particu-

larly good for our neighbors and good for our benevolent 

souls. Thanks for sharing the gifts God has blessed on you.  
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Hey, have you ever thought to your-
self as you watch our young ones 
gather with John or Happy for the 
Children’s Message—aren’t our Pax-
ton kids just adorable?!?!  THEY 
ARE!!!  

 

If you agree with me and have an hour on a Sunday morning (or 
a few Sunday mornings) beginning this fall between 9 and 10 
a.m., we invite you to spend a Sunday School hour (or a few 
Sunday School hours) with us and our Paxton kids.  

We have a wonderful group of core teachers. It would be great 
to have a few more folks to help with the children, age 3 through 
fifth grade. You could: 

-          Teach a lesson or help the teacher during a lesson (one 
15 minute lesson for each of three age groups) 

 

-          Do crafts with the children—be in charge or assist (one 
15 minute craft for each of three age groups) 

 

-          Teach/practice songs and/or instruments with the chil-
dren or assist with music (one 15 minute session for 
each of three age groups) 

 

-          Be a floater who helps age groups move among lessons, 
crafts, music, and snack 

 

-          And, anyone is welcome to share their gifts and interests 
with the children—yoga, sports, history, woodworking, 
etc. 

 
All volunteers must have current Pennsylvania State required 
clearances. If you do not possess these clearances, the church 
can get these for you at no cost. Contact 
shawn@paxtonchurch.org for assistance. 

We are planning for the fall of 2020 when (we pray) we can be 
back together. If you are interested, have questions, or want 
more information, please contact Shawn Gray at 
shawn@paxtonchurch.org or LaVerne Collins at 
lcmets123@gmail.com 

mailto:shawn@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:shawn@paxtonchurch.org
mailto:lcmets123@gmail.com
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1935 sketch and pictures below are courtesy of the Library 

of Congress. 
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PRAYER SQUARE 

We strive to keep our prayer square as current as 
possible.   Since we haven’t had a printed bulletin in 
the past few months and haven’t received any up-
dates for the prayer square, we decided to start 
fresh.  

If you  or someone you know would like to be put on 
the prayer square, please contact the church office 
by phone (717-561-0510) or e-mail 
(office@paxtonchurch.org).  

                   Thank You!! 
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Dear Unity Circle Members and Church Family ~  

Our Circle picnic is cancelled for June 2 due 
to the government stay-at-home order.  We 
hope to reschedule for some time in the fu-
ture!   

God's guidance in life is desperately need-
ed.  Left to ourselves, we would be hopelessly 
lost in a sick world.   

We are not left to ourselves.  We have a Shepherd who 
leads us "beside quiet waters," refreshes our souls 
and  guides us.   

Where do you need His leading today?  Call on Him.  He 
will never leave you.   

READ & REFLECT ON THE FOLLOWING SCRIP-
TURE:  PSALM 23, ECCLESIASTES 4:9-10, AND NE-
HAMIAH 2:18.  

Loving Father, thank you for being our Shepherd and 
Guide.  Help us to trust You and rest in Your wisdom, allow-
ing Your Spirit to guide us through these challenging mo-
ments of life.  

REMEMBER:  IN THE DARK, FOLLOW THE S-O-N! 

I would love to thank my wonderful angels who have been so 

kind and so wonderful to me in the past few months. Some I 

know well and some are anonymous but I love them all. My 

move has been a rough one- and as soon as I moved the 

pandemic hit. So the cards and food and other goodies have 

been appreciated more than you know!! My sweet 10 yr. old 

Mobley says thank you too for his treats. I am struggling with 

his life situation. He is doing poorly. Not sure how long he’ll 

be with me.  

God bless the wonderful Paxton Angels!!’  Kathie Zimmerman 
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Original Photo  courtesy of David Johnson 
 

Rev. Elder owned 600 acres of land (300 acres of it he farmed) 

reaching from 23rd to 27th Street. His barn, now gone, was built 

around 1742.  It was used as a farm barn until 1919  when it was 

rented to stable cavalry horses of the Governor’s Troop of the 

Pennsylvania National Guard. The Guard rented it for private 

riding horses and for storage until it was torn down in April of 

1947.  When it was torn down, the lofts were basically the same 

as when Rev. Elder built it.  The timbers were hand-hewed wood 

and the “nails” were wooden pegs.  A piece of the barn can be 

seen in the Paxton Historical display case in the Gathering 

Room. 
 

Recently, a plan was developed to use the remnant of the Elder 

farm for 220 apartments to be built around the old Elder home-

stead.  It was defeated in 2015 by the Planning Commission.  At 

this time, a direct Elder family member continues to own the El-

der House. 
 

If you have not done so, drive by the site of Rev. Elder’s farm 

and try to visualize him with a wooden hand plow, muscles 

straining and sweat streaming, walking behind his horse or mule 

plowing the fields on a beautiful spring day. 

 

Paxton Church – spreading the word of 

god for nearly 300 years 



8  

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING 
Norm Daniels, Paxton Historical Committee 

Rev. John Elder, Farmer 
 

We know that Rev. John Elder was the son of Robert Elder 

who was a well-to-do farmer.  During John’s service at Pax-

ton, Rev. Elder was a pastor, magistrate, military leader, im-

portant influence on the development of this area, and he 

continued the farming tradition. 

 

John Elder’s house, the 

city's oldest structure, was 

built in 1740 for Rev. Elder 

and his first wife Mary 

Baker.  He and Mary, mar-

ried that same year, had 

four children.  After his 

wife’s passing in 1749, he 

remarried another Mary in 

1751.   Mary Simpson was 26 years younger than her hus-

band, and a member of the congregation.  With her, he had 

eleven children – six sons and five daughters.  So the original 

residence that we see today held 15 children!  

 

The farmhouse stands between 24th and 25th Streets about 

one block north of Derry Street (the official address is 2426 

Ellerslie Street).  While the original stone structure was erect-

ed in 1740, it has had additions and other modifications over 

the years.  The house, the only building left of the farm, 

stands on a 3-1/2 acre plot of land with a historical marker on 

the corner of 24th and Raleigh Streets.   What was the original 

Borough of Harrisburg, now occupied by the Central Business 

District, has grown and absorbed Rev. Elder’s farm.   Both 

Elder's house and Paxton Church were built on ground slop-

ing south toward Spring Creek to what at one time was known 

as the Paxtang Valley.   
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The M&O committee thanks all of you who are stocking our 
Little Free Pantry!  It is definitely being used.   

One Great Hour of Sharing:  Just a reminder that we will col-
lect the fish banks and envelopes when we return to church.  
You may also send in your OGHS contributions to the church 
office during this time. 

This spring has been a time of uncertainty and difficulty 
for all of us, especially our children who are our greatest 
resource. 

Help youth begin life with a solid foundation of faith. 
Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during 
childhood helps ensure lifelong faith and service. The patterns 
and lessons established during these formative years continue 
to bear fruit throughout a person's life. By receiving the Pente-
cost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those who are the 

church to come: children, youth, and young adults. 

The Pentecost Offering (April 13 – May 31, 2020) unites us 
in a church-wide effort to support young people and in-
spire them to share their faith, ideas, and unique gifts 

with the church and the world.   

(The above statement is from https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/) 

While we are not able to be at Paxton, you can mail your Pen-
tecost Offering to the church office.  If you can, please in-
clude the below form with your check, or place your enve-
lope number and ‘Pentecost’ on the memo line. Thank 
you. 

_________________________________________________ 

Pentecost Offering Form   (send this form along with your check) 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Church envelope number:  __________________________ 

Amount of Pentecost offering:  _______________________ 

UPDATE FROM MISSION AND OUTREACH 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/pentecost/
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Paxton’s High School Graduates  

Aaron Bingaman  

Aaron was blessed to be drawn 

into Paxton’s fold at the age of 14. 

Since attending the church, Aaron 

has been a regular Sunday 

School attendee, youth group 

member, bell ringer, choir singer 

and occasional instrument play-

er. Aaron was confirmed at Pax-

ton as well. Attending the Trieni-

um event last summer was a 

wonderful experience for him. He 

was looking forward to participat-

ing in the mission trip this summer prior to its cancellation. 

Thank you to the Paxton Family for all the love and support 

provided to Aaron. He will be attending Penn State main cam-

pus to study Mechanical Engineering.  

 

 Tommy Nichter  

Tommy was an original member 

of the Paxton Chimers. He was 

also involved in the Youth Bell 

choir, Youth Group, Bible school, 

Bible school helper, and Youth 

Sunday participant. Tommy was 

confirmed at Paxton. He partici-

pated in the fall teas playing saxo-

phone, piano, violin, and guitar. 

Tommy will be attending Temple 

University in the fall studying mu-

sic technology.  
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Clayton Signore  

Clayton has been a member of Pax-

ton Church since he was born. 

Throughout his childhood he's en-

joyed participating in Sunday School, 

Bible camp, and most recently youth 

fellowship. He loves playing music, in 

particular drums and piano. He was 

one of the "founding members” of the 

Paxton Chimers. Clayton is a member 

of the National Honor Society, concert 

band, the debate club, and CD Action 

News. Upon graduation Clayton plans 

to pursue a degree in communication and broadcasting. His top 

school of choice is Susquehanna University.  

 

Mackenzie Skinner  

Mackenzie Skinner is a senior at 

Harrisburg High School Scitech 

Campus and is planning on continu-

ing her education at American Uni-

versity for International Studies. 

While in high school, Mackenzie 

was President of several clubs such 

as National Honor Society, Produc-

tion Club, Ski Club, and Gender 

Sexuality Alliance Club. Outside of 

school she dedicated her time to 

being a member of the YMCA’s Youth 

and Government program where she was a state elected Justice for 

two years and then was elected Chair of Judicial. Mackenzie also 

has a passion of giving back to her community and started her Gold 

Award for Girl Scouts by creating a uniform clothes drive for her 

school. She is very excited to begin her next chapter of life in Wash-

ington D.C.!  

 


