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Importance of Agriculture

My love for the outdoors, and anything to do with it, began when I was just a small child

pinching the tomatoes from the local greenhouse. With juices running down my chin I fell in love

with the outdoors and the nature that came with it. This led me to joining the local 4-H livestock

club as a teenager, raising steers and breeding and selling my own pigs and helping out on the

family farm with the harvest of crops.

In 2015, I joined the local 4-H livestock club, where I fed and raised 3 steers and 1

hog.Taking care of these animals was a huge responsibility and commitment. I would feed them

home grown barley morning and night and attempt to halter break these giant animals. Just

getting them used to humans was difficult enough, but then they wanted us to walk these 1500lb

animals around a ring while we were judged on how we led them and how the animals looked.

After spending half the year with these animals you start to love them, but you have to prepare

yourself as they are grown to be sold to the meat market. This wasn't just a single person

project, it would be a group effort. The group brought the community and family closer because

of these animals. Without everyone helping we wouldn't have been able to do this. By being

involved in this club I have learned so much more about cattle, hogs, the community, and myself

which made me love this lifestyle.

For the past three years my family has taken on the role of farming my grandparents and

other relatives' land. This entails driving grain trucks from field to field, loading bins, drying

grains and much more. With six of us in the family, there was lots of work to go around. Dad



would drive the combine, I would drive the grain trucks to field to field and run the dryer. Both of

my grandpas helped unload grain into the bins and fixed everything when it was needed. My

mother and grandma would feed us lunch and supper to make sure we had enough energy to

finish as much as we could in a day. Harvest is a hectic time that makes you rely on everyone in

the community. I would run around field to field and help my dad when he would suck up rocks

and would need some help with repairs on the combine. Our good neighbor would come and

spend countless hours welding and fixing our machinery. Without even asking, everyone was

willing to lend a helping hand with no hesitation. Working with everyone and getting the job done

made it very much worth it.

From joining 4-H and becoming a huge help on the family farm, it has introduced me into

a way of life that I wish to live forever. The huge family you make when living this way of life is

tremendous and I am grateful that I am able to be a part of it. My love for the outdoors and

everything to do with it has influenced me to go to school for agriculture. I hope to start my own

farm one day and carry on what my family has done.

Over the past year I have been living at Olds taking my first year of Agriculture

Management. This program offers a huge range of information as farming comes with lots of

tasks. From mechanics, accounting, economics, pest management and livestock health and

nutrition, it has given me much needed knowledge about just what it takes to run a farm. This

course has given me all of the vital tools to pursue my career into agriculture. It has allowed me

to get a summer job at Richardson this summer which will help increase my knowledge on

stages of crop production. This past year has given me loads of useful information that won't

just help me but lots of farmers in the area. Once I finish working at Richardson over the

summer I will return to olds for one more year of schooling and then hope to find a job in

agriculture around the peace region.




