
   

About the Schaefer Center for Public Policy 
The Schaefer Center for Public Policy, a unit within the University of Baltimore’s 
College of Public Affairs, was established in 1985 with a mission to bring UB’s 
academic expertise to bear in addressing challenges faced by government and 
nonprofit organizations.  The center is one of Maryland’s preeminent policy centers 
offering invaluable assistance in support of Maryland’s public sector. 
 
It is through the Schaefer Center that the University of Baltimore and the College 
of Public Affairs meet a central component of the University’s mission of applied 
research and public service to the Baltimore metropolitan area and to the state of 
Maryland.  
 
In addition to offering a range of services, including program evaluation, policy 
analysis, needs assessment, performance measurement, strategic planning, 
opinion research, and management consulting, the Schaefer Center is home to the 
nationally accredited Maryland Certified Public Manager® Program. 

 
About the College of Public Affairs 
The College of Public Affairs is one of the four academic divisions in the University 
of Baltimore. The college is home to the School of Criminal Justice, the School of 
Health and Human Services, and the School of Public and International Affairs.  The 
focus of the college is on developing the leaders of tomorrow’s public, health, and 
nonprofit organizations. 
 
The underlying focus of all academic programs in the college–both undergraduate 
and graduate–is public policy which includes the systems of laws, regulatory 
measures, international connections, and funding priorities created and 
implemented by governments. 
 

About the University of Baltimore 
The University of Baltimore is a member of the University System of Maryland and 
comprises the College of Public Affairs, the Merrick School of Business, the School 
of Law and the Yale Gordon College of Arts and Sciences. Established in 1925, the 
University of Baltimore is an urban institution located in the heart of Baltimore’s 
cultural center. The University of Baltimore provides undergraduate, graduate and 
postgraduate programs in business, public affairs, the applied liberal arts and 
sciences, and law to a diverse population in an urban setting. Its professional and 

graduate programs are regionally and nationally recognized. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Baltimore Regional Policy and 
Economic Forecast Conference 

 
 

Program 
 
8:15 – 8:45 a.m. Breakfast and Networking 
 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m. Opening Remarks 
 Kurt L. Schmoke, President 
 University of Baltimore 
 
9:00 – 9:30 a.m. 2016 Maryland Policy Choices:  
 Preview  
 Ann Cotten, Director 
 Schaefer Center for Public Policy 
 
9:30 – 10:00 a.m.   Regional Economic Forecast  
 Anirban Basu, President and CEO 
 Sage Policy Group, Inc. 
 
10:15 – 11:00 a.m.  Growing Baltimore’s Economy 
 Moderator | Anirban Basu 
 
  Panelists 
 William H. Cole, President and CEO 
 Baltimore Development Corporation 
 
 Thomas J. Noonan, President and CEO 
 Visit Baltimore 
 
 
 

 

About Our Presenters 
 
Kurt L. Schmoke is president of the University of Baltimore. Schmoke served as the mayor 
of Baltimore from 1987-1999 and was the Baltimore City State’s Attorney from 1982-1987. 
Prior to joining UB, he was dean of the Howard University School of Law in Washington, 
D.C., from 2003-2012. Following that, he was appointed general counsel for Howard and 
also served as the institution’s interim provost. Schmoke earned his undergraduate degree 
in history from Yale University. He pursued graduate studies on a Rhodes Scholarship at 
Oxford University and earned his juris doctor degree from Harvard Law School. 
 
Ann Cotten is the director of the Schaefer Center for Public Policy, an applied research and 
consulting organization within the College of Public Affairs. Cotten has been working with 
government and nonprofit organizations for the past 25 years in the areas of strategic 
planning, program evaluation, survey research, policy analysis, management consulting, 
and performance measurement. She is also the director of Maryland Certified Public 
Manager® Program. Cotten was named one of Maryland’s Top 100 Women in 2008. She 
received her master’s in economics and doctorate in public administration from the 
University of Baltimore and is a Certified Public Accountant. 
  
Anirban Basu is chairman and CEO of Sage Policy Group, Inc., an economic and policy 
consulting firm in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Basu has written several high-profile economic 
development strategies, including co-authoring economic development strategies for 
Baltimore City and Baltimore County, Maryland.  Mr. Basu was names one Maryland’s 50 
most influential people in 2007 and one of the region’s 20 most powerful business leaders in 
2010. Mr. Basu earned his B.S. in Foreign Service at Georgetown University in 1990, his 
master’s in public policy from Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government, 
his master’s in economics from the University of Maryland, College Park, and his juris doctor 
degree from the University of Maryland School of Law. 
 
William H. Cole, IV is president and CEO of the Baltimore Development Corporation (BDC)  
Prior to his appointment at BDC, Cole was the associate vice president of Institutional 
Advancement at the University of Baltimore and served on the Baltimore City Council as 
representative of the 11th district. Cole served in the Maryland House of Delegates from 
1998 to 2002 and was special assistant to U.S. Representative Elijah E. Cummings from 1996 
to 2003. He earned his B.A. in Government and Politics from the University of Maryland 
College Park, and his M.A. in Legal and Ethical Studies from the University of Baltimore. 
 
Thomas J. Noonan is president and CEO of Visit Baltimore. An established leader in the 
tourism industry, Noonan has played a major role in the creation of the Baltimore 
Convention & Tourism Board to oversee both Visit Baltimore and the Baltimore Convention 
Center, resulting in a more seamless and effective sales process.    Under Tom’s leadership, 
Visit Baltimore has produced historic booking levels, including record-setting sales between 
450,000 to 500,000 future-room nights annually in each fiscal year from 2009–2014, and, an 
all-time high in fiscal year 2009.   Prior to Baltimore, Noonan spent 18 years at the Dallas 
Convention and Visitors Bureau as a sales, services and convention marketing executive.  
Noonan is a graduate of Luther College in Iowa where he double majored in business 
management/finance and public/speech communications.  


