


5 minutes • Welcome and Introductions • Mr. Robbie Robinson • PHEN Network Leader

2

30 minutes • Treatment Education and Patient Portal:
• Mark Pomerantz, MD, Medical Oncologist, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
• Emerson ‘Randy’ Hall, Jr., PhD, Survivor

Mr. Rodney Palmer, Caregiver

15 minutes • PHEN Programmatic Overview • Keith Crawford MD, Ph.D. • Director of Clinical Trials and Patient Education

30 minutes • Early Detection Screening Education and Patient Portal:
• Waseem Hussain, MD, Associate Regional Medical Director of Primary Care, Luminous Healthcare System
• Angelo Moore, PhD, RN, NE-BC, Program Manager, Office of Health Equity, Duke Cancer Institute
• Mr. Rausan Battle, Survivor
5-10 minutes Questions and Answers

30 minutes • Clinical Trials Strategies to Increase Patient Accrual:
• Elisabeth I. Heath, MD, FACP, Director, Prostate Cancer Research, Medical Director – Infusion Center Karmanos Cancer Institute Wayne 

State University School of Medicine
• Jackson L. Davis, III, MD, Brig. Gen. USAF (Ret)

35 minutes • Special Presentations
5 minutes • Closing Remarks

5- 10 minutes • Questions and Answers

5-10 minutes • Questions and Answers

SESSION III AGENDA



Session Objectives

Broadly discuss the 
problem of prostate 

cancer disparities as it 
relates to screening, 

treatment, and
clinical trials

Hear patients, caregivers, 
and providers 

experiences  and 
suggestions which could 
help alleviate healthcare 

disparities

Review PHEN tools 
and resources, which help 

patients, caregivers and 
providers overcome the 

barriers to equitable 
prostate cancer care



PHEN’s Mission
To eliminate the African-American prostate 
cancer disparity, and to undertake advocacy 
efforts to increase the overall support and 
resources to wage a war on prostate cancer 
that will eventually lead to a cure for the 
disease for the benefit of all men.

PHEN was founded in 2003 by Thomas A. 
Farrington, a prostate cancer survivor. PHEN is 
the nation’s leading prostate cancer patient 
education and advocacy organization focused 
on the needs of African Americans 



Message from PHEN’s Founder and 
President, Thomas Farrington

“We are facing an unprecedented prostate cancer crisis in this 
country and Black men will be hit the hardest. PHEN is raising prostate 
cancer awareness throughout Black America, and providing educational 
resources to address disparities in early detection, treatments, and 
clinical trials.”



• The American Cancer Society (ACS) estimates a 30% increase in 
new prostate cancer cases for 2021 – the largest increase for any 
major cancer.

• The ACS also states: “Finding prostate cancer earlier through 
PSA testing and advances in treatment helped lower the death rate 
for prostate cancer by about 4% each year from the mid-1990s until 
about 2013.  But more recently (2013-2018), the death rate is no 
longer dropping.”





PHENPSA.COM



Black Men Need To Know…
What is the prostate and prostate cancer?

Why is early detection screening important for black men?

What age should men begin early detection screening?

What is considered a normal PSA (Prostate Cancer Antigen) number?

What are the potential benefits and risks of early detection screening?

What are the signs or symptoms of prostate cancer?

Did you know that 
prostate cancer is the 
leading type of cancer 

for Black men?



1) Prostate cancer is the leading cause of cancer among Black men.

2) All African American men are at high-risk of being diagnosed with and dying 
from prostate cancer. Approximately 1 out of every 5 will be diagnosed with the 
disease.

3) Black men are diagnosed at a rate 77% higher than white men and die at a 120%
higher rate – This is the largest racial disparity for any type of major cancer for 
men or women.

4) Prostate cancer can be curable if detected early.

5) The Prostate cancer 10-year survival rate when detected early is more than 95%.

Why Should Black Men Be Especially 
Interested in Early Detection Screening?

Talk with your doctor 
about your prostate 

cancer risk!



Age to Begin
Screening

Age to Stop
Screening

Screening 
Frequency

American Cancer Society 40 70 2 years 

American Urological 
Association

40 70 2 years
AA earlier or more 
frequent 

National Comprehensive 
Cancer Network

40
• African ancestry
• Germline mutation

75 Every Year

US Preventive Services Task 
Force

>55 
for men at increased risk

70 2 years (More Research 
needed on AA)

PHENPSA.com adheres
to the most aggressive 

guidelines and 
recommendations.

When to Begin? Stop? Frequency?



PHENPSA.COM



What should you 
do if you have been 

diagnosed with 
prostate cancer?





PHENPath.com is a patient treatment tool based on the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) 
clinical treatments guidelines for doctors, and it can be used on cell phones





Treatment Pathways
Choose a pathway based on your diagnosis.



SHARED DECISION-MAKING
DOCTOR

(Diagnosis and Treatment Recommendations)

PHENPath.com

INFORMED SHARED DECISION-MAKING
(Doctor’s Recommendations-Patient Knowledge)

(Values and Preferences)



Available on Computers and 
Mobile Devices

VISIT: 
PHENPath.COM



PHEN Clinical Trials Rally 



LACK OF AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN IN CLINICAL TRIALS

Currently African American men represent approximately 
4% of total prostate cancer clinical trial participants (not 
statistically significant)
A recent study out of the Harvard School of Public Health 
suggests that African American men should represent at a 
minimum 22% of the participants in prostate cancer clinical 
trials*

*Rencsok et al. Diversity of Enrollment in Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials: Current Status 
and Future Directions, Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarker and Prevention June 5, 2020



Study suggested establishing a benchmark for clinical trial 
enrollment. No more than 56.3% non-Hispanic white men and at 
least 22.2% non-Hispanic African American men to be included in 
prostate cancer clinical trials1.  

[SOURCE: https://www.aacr.org/about-the-aacr/newsroom/news-releases/despite-known-racial-
disparities-men-of-color-remain-underrepresented-in-prostate-cancer-clinical-trials/]

Multinational Study Finds Black Men Continue to Remain 
Significantly Underrepresented in Prostate Cancer Clinical Trials



PHEN Clinical Trials Rally Objective

To Increase African American participation in prostate cancer 
clinical trials.

"We cannot be left behind with new treatments if we are 
going to eliminate the prostate cancer racial disparity.”
President Thomas Farrington



Clinical Trials Rally - I Activities
 Clinical trials portal “Phentrials.com” for highlighting patient summaries and other educational 

information. 
 Developing clinical trial patient summaries approved by the trial’s sponsors.
 Monthly clinical trials “e-newsletters” highlighting selected trials and educational topics
 Educational presentations and briefings as a part of PHEN’s monthly webcasts and webinars, and 

during in-person patient seminars.
 PHEN’s “Find Your Trial Tool” which accesses a database of all actively recruiting phase 2 - 4 prostate 

cancer clinical trials. 
 Providing one-on-one clinical trials navigation support for patients.



PHENTRIALS.COM CLINICAL TRIALS PORTAL



FIND YOUR TRIAL (FYT)



CLINICAL TRIAL E-NEWSLETTER



PATIENTS CONVEY INTEREST IN CLIINCIAL TRIALS

Patient surveys and other feedback from these activities show that 
more than 60% would consider participating in a clinical trial. 
However, this interest is not translating into the desired level of 
increased participation – more is needed.



UNDERSTANDING THE PROBLEM HELPS BRIDGE THE GAP

A more direct-action approach involving AA patients and clinical trials sites is 
needed to understand and bridge the gaps that prevent more efficient AA 
patient accrual.
Academic cancer centers conduct most of the trials included within PHEN’s 

CTR are located within major urban areas with high AA populations. 
 These centers would like to be more effective in recruiting patients from 

this population into clinical trials. 
 This is the same AA population that is the focus of PHEN’s CTR and other 

educational programs. 



SOLUTION: CLINICAL TRIALS RALLY II

PHEN is launching Clinical Trials Rally II (CTR II) to connect the clinical 
trial investigators at major cancer centers with the AA prostate cancer 
patient population. A collaborative learning effort to increase AA 
prostate cancer clinical trials accrual. 



A SOLID FOUNDATION 

 PHEN is building on the CTR I foundation and seventeen years 
conducting prostate cancer education and awareness efforts within 
African American communities nationwide.

 PHEN has clinical trials educational resources that are readily 
available that will be used for patients participating in this project.

 PHEN is a well-known and trusted source within the AA prostate 
cancer patient community.



CLINICAL TRIALS RALLY II OBJECTIVES
 Create and conduct learning sessions with several academic cancer centers and AA 

patients to bridge the gap between the patients and sites conducting clinical trials. 
Monitor, assess, and evaluate the outcomes of these learning sessions to 

demonstrate the improvement in AA accrual into clinical trials, and to identify best 
practices. 

 Identify and document methods and processes that can be used at other clinical 
trial sites to increase accrual of AA patients. 

 Create a positive perspective on clinical trial participation among the AA patients 
participating in this project that can be promoted to the broader patient 
population.
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