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Chief Legal Officer-General Counsel 

Chicago, IL  

If you are interested in this exceptional opportunity, please submit a detailed resume immediately to: 
Ernest Barefield 

E-mail: ernest@gansgans.com 
Phone: (813) 986-4441 ext. 7127 | Fax: (813) 986-4775 

Should you have any questions in consideration of your own interest, or a referral of a colleague, please contact us at the 
number above. 
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Overview 
The Chicago Housing Authority provides homes to more than 63,000 households while supporting healthy communities in neighborhoods 
throughout the city. Designated a Moving to Work agency by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, CHA has used that 
flexibility to create innovative partnerships that expand choices and opportunities for the low income families and individuals it serves. At the 
start of 2021, fifty seven percent of work-able CHA residents were working and earning a yearly average of almost $22,000. 
 
The Chicago Housing Authority is a municipal not-for-profit corporation, governed by a Board of Commissioners consisting of ten members.  The 
commissioners are appointed by the Mayor. 
 
History 
CHA was created in 1937 to own and operate housing that was built by the federal government under President Franklin Roosevelt's Public 
Works Administration.  The first three housing projects, built in the late 1930's, included Jane Addams, Julia C. Lathrop and Trumbull Park 
Homes.  They were all part of Roosevelt’s New Deal programs to provide affordable housing for low-income families and combat blight. 
 
During World War II, CHA housing was built for war-industry workers with several new developments. After the war, CHA developments served 
as transitional housing for returning veterans and low-income residents.  By the late 1950’s, CHA had become the largest landlord in Chicago, 
with more than 40,000 units of housing.  The 1960s, 1970s and 1980s brought the CHA severe litigation, regulatory and financial impacts.  By 
1996, HUD took control of the agency.  Shortly thereafter, in 2000, the City of Chicago regained control of the CHA.  HUD provided funding to 
demolish the historical high-rise style of residential family housing. 
 
CHA as a Moving to Work Agency 
Today, the CHA is one of 39 original public housing agencies participating in HUD’s Moving to Work (MTW) Demonstration Program, which was 
first authorized by Congress in 1996. The MTW Program gives participating public housing agencies regulatory and funding flexibility to create 
innovative housing programs to meet local needs. 
 
Under CHA’s 2021 Plan, CHA will continue to expand and preserve housing through new construction using public/private partnerships.  CHA 
has made significant commitments to preserve and invest in major repair and rehabilitation of existing public housing properties, including using 
RAD and tax credits.  On the resident services side, CHA utilizes goal-oriented programs, including homeownership and FSS to support 
development and growth of children and economic independence of adults.  CHA will also continue streamlining and standardizing operations 
and adapt service models to the new post-pandemic environment.     
 
For more information, please visit https://www.thecha.org/ 
 
Position Summary 
To serve as the chief legal officer for the Chicago Housing Authority (“CHA”), with primary responsibility for (i) the overall legal strategy of the 
organization, (ii) legal and strategic counseling on all real estate transactions, contracts and partnerships, (iii) advice and counsel to senior 
management on legal, regulatory compliance, risk and policy matters, (iv) oversight of all litigation involving CHA or its affiliates, and (v) 
general administration of the Office of the General Counsel comprised of real estate, labor and employment, contracts, litigation and 
administrative functions. 
Duties and Responsibilities 
• Serves as the chief legal officer representing CHA in all legal matters. Oversees and manages the provision of all legal services to CHA to 

ensure maximum protection of its legal rights and efficacy of its operations while maintaining same within the limits prescribed by law and 
contract. 

• Directs the CHA’s Office of General Counsel and supervises a team of attorneys, paralegals, and administrative staff. 
• Provides ongoing strategic counseling and advice to the senior management team, the business units, corporate functions, and the CHA 

Board of Commissioners regarding matters for their consideration. 
• Oversees or, as the Office of General Counsel’s capabilities permit, effects (i) the preparation, administration, and execution of proceedings 

necessary in the acquisition and disposition of real property; (ii) the preparation and handling of court proceedings in connection with 
securing tax exemptions and other actions, and (iii) the preparation of necessary documentation for real estate transactions by CHA. 

• As the Office of General Counsel’s capabilities permit, drafts and negotiates to final execution version or oversees the drafting and 
negotiation of, and approves all contract documents prior to their execution; interprets and renders opinions on the CHA's responsibilities, 
powers, and obligations under contracts; administers contract settlement negotiations when disputes occur; as necessary, reviews and 
modifies contracts and prepares all accompanying resolutions for Board of Commissioners’ consideration. 

• Researches and renders final opinions on the legality of any course of conduct by the CHA and proposed or existing CHA policies or 

https://www.thecha.org/
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procedures, and interprets laws, rules and regulations affecting the administration of the Authority and other matters pertaining thereto.  
• Oversees the preparation and provides strategic support for the passage of all proposed City Council ordinances relating to matters 

concerning the CHA such as site approval, zoning amendments and cooperative agreements, and testifies before City Council committees 
on behalf of the CHA. 

• Reviews local, state, and federal legislative proposals and provides advice and recommendations to the Chief Executive Officer, the Board 
of Commissioners and senior management on their legal impact to the CHA's interests. When applicable, drafts and submits comments on 
proposed HUD regulations of import to the CHA. 

• Oversees all legal work in connection with financing arrangements, temporary and permanent bond issue documents, and any interest in 
which CHA acts as mortgagee in its cooperative undertakings with non-for-profit enterprises and partnerships. 

• Oversees the preparation of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) Annual Contributions Contracts and 
amendments thereto and advances the interests of the CHA in fulfilling the terms and conditions of the CHA’s grant agreements with HUD. 

• Provides advice and counsel to the Human Resources Department, CEO, and senior management regarding all employment matters. 
• Actively manages and oversees all outside attorneys providing legal advice, representation, and counsel to the CHA.  
• Provides practical legal advice and support to all business functions of the CHA and, in turn, engages with business unit employees to learn 

about business processes in order to represent the legal interests of CHA most effectively. 
• Assists in ensuring compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations and provides training to non-legal staff to 

help facilitate their ability to perform their jobs while adhering to terms of agreements typically applicable to their work. 
• Trains legal staff to further develop and expand their legal skills so as to allow for the provision of more legal services to CHA “in house” 

and to optimize spending on outside legal counsel. 
Qualifications 
Applicants for the General Counsel position must have superior writing skills, excellent verbal communication skills, broad knowledge of the law, 
and in-depth knowledge of laws and processes applicable to the development and financing of affordable housing, “mixed-income” housing 
developments and/or mixed-use developments.  

• A minimum of fifteen (15) years legal experience practicing primarily real estate law in the public or private sector is required, with a 
preference given to candidates who have represented developers and/or housing authorities with respect to the development, financing 
and/or operation of projects including affordable housing and tax credit developments.  

• Prior management and supervisory experience is required. 
• Knowledge of federal, state, and local housing laws and regulations, including HUD regulations pertaining to public housing, multi-family 

housing, as well as knowledge of low-income housing tax credits, is strongly preferred.  
• Knowledge of trial practices and procedures in federal and state courts, as well as federal, state, and local administrative agencies is 

preferred, but applicants without detailed litigation knowledge must have prior experience successfully managing outside litigation counsel.  
• Applicants must have a superior academic record, a Juris Doctorate degree from an accredited law school, and be admitted to and in good 

standing with the Illinois Bar, or alternatively, be admitted to and in good standing with the bar of another state that has reciprocity with the 
Illinois Bar, to allow for that applicant’s admission to the Illinois Bar.  
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At a Glance 
Welcome to Chicago, the third largest city in the United States, with a population of nearly three million people. 
 
Chicago is home to... 
• 2,716,450 residents 
• 50 wards 
• 77 community areas  
• 100 neighborhoods 
• 8 major league sports teams, including two MLB teams 
• United States President Barack Obama      
• Chicago is a celebrated melting pot... 
• 36 annual parades  
• 40 annual film festivals  
• 74 music festivals  
• 200 professional dance companies 
• More than 200 theaters 
• 250 live music venues 
• 40+ annual film festivals  
• 20+ film and filmmaker nonprofit organizations  
• 12+ art house and independent cinemas  
• 13,000 film and TV production jobs  
• 400+ individual film and TV productions 
(Sources: DCASE, Choose Chicago) 
 
Chicago is a city in a garden...  
• 600 parks 
• 500 playgrounds   
• 70 nature and bird sanctuaries  
• 307 fields for soccer, football, lacrosse and more   
• 250 field houses   
• 534 tennis courts and 6 indoor courts   
• 80 swimming pools   
• 29 beaches 
• 26 miles of open lakefront 
(Source: Park District) 
 
Chicago is a biking city... 
• Chicago has the second-highest percentage of commuters riding their bikes to work   
• Bicycle commute times in the region average only 23 minutes   
• 303 miles of bike lanes 
• 19 miles of lakefront bicycle paths along Lake Michigan 
• 303 miles of bike lanes    
• 13,000+ bike racks 
• A 40-acre bike path for BMX and trail-riding 
(Source: DPD) 
 
Chicago is a foodie destination...  
• More than 7,300 restaurants 
• 7 AAA Diamond-rated restaurants 
• 26 Michelin-starred restaurants 
• 40 James Beard Award-winning restaurants, and host of the annual James Beard Awards 
• 54 Bib Gourmand winners 
• 144 dog-friendly restaurants 
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A Melting Pot of Arts & Culture 
Dance  
Home to more than 200 professional dance companies including the Joffrey Ballet and Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, Chicago delivers a 
packed calendar of performances on downtown stages and in neighborhood venues and parks. The city is the site of an influential hip-hop 
scene, and it has launched new music and dance styles such as Chicago juke and footwork. For more than two decades, Chicago has hosted 
Chicago SummerDance, the largest annual outdoor dancing series in the U.S. Don’t forget, every April is ‘Chicago Dance Month’ across the city. 
(Source, DCASE) 
 
Film  
Affordability, top notch crew and talent, and state-of-the-art facilities and vendors have made Chicago a hotbed for film and television dating 
back to The Blues Brothers. Notable studios include Cinespace Studios, the largest North American soundstage outside of L.A and Music Box 
Films, one of the leading distributors of foreign language films documentaries in the U.S. For film fans, there’s the free Millennium Park Summer 
Film Series and film festivals year-round like the Chicago International Film Festival, the Latino, Black Harvest, Reeling (LGBTQ), Underground, 
Midwest Independent, and Children’s International film fest. (Source, DCASE) 
 
 Music 
Chicago is the birthplace of gospel, electric blues, house, juke, footwork, and drill. The 
unique sounds born in Chicago continue to resonate around the world. We’re also the 
home of renowned artists including Louis Armstrong, Jennifer Hudson, Earth, Wind and 
Fire, Chance the Rapper, Common, Smashing Pumpkins, Rise Against, Muddy Waters, 
and Kanye West. Chicago is a city of music festivals, celebrating every music genre. 
Experience Chicago’s most notable music festivals including the Chicago Blues Festival, 
the Chicago Jazz Festival, Lollapalooza, Pitchfork Music Festival and Riot Fest.  
(Sources, DCASE. ChooseChicago) 
 
Theatre 
Chicago is the theatre capital of the U.S.— birthplace of storefront theatre and improv comedy, home to long-running Broadway hits and 
boasting more world premieres than any other city in the country. Chicago’s 250-plus theatre companies take the stage at more than 200 
theatres to perform work as varied and diverse as their audiences. Theatregoers can choose from thousands of performances annually, 
featuring everything from Shakespeare to variety, in many languages. From the grand historic downtown theatres to those tucked away in a 
neighborhood storefront or church basement, audiences will find theatre of the highest quality throughout the city. Explore from one of the 150-
plus buildings with behind-the-scenes tours. 
(Sources, DCASE, ChooseChicago) 
 
A City in a Garden 
The beauty of Chicago lies not only in its magnificent architecture, but also in the city's vast preserved green and open spaces. Chicagoans 
have over 580 parks and 8,300 acres of green spaces at their disposal. With beaches, ice rinks and bike paths, there's no shortage of outdoor 
recreation for Chicagoans. 
Parks district - https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/ 
(Sources: DPD, Park District) 
 
Since 2011, Chicago has added...  
More than 115 miles of protected bike lanes 
A network of 303 miles. 
255 miles of on-street bike lanes. 
5 miles of off-street trails. 
(Sources: DPD, Park District) 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/

