
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Gans, Gans & Associates 
7445 Quail Meadow Road, Plant City, FL 33565  813-986-4441 

www.gansgans.com 

If you are interested in this exceptional opportunity, please submit a detailed resume immediately to: 

Ernest Barefield 
E-mail: ernest@gansgans.com 

Phone: (813) 986-4441 ext. 7127 | Fax: (813) 986-4775 

Should you have any questions in consideration of your own interest, or a referral of a colleague, please 
contact us at the number above. 

 

Executive Director 
Multnomah County and Portland, OR 

mailto:ernest@gansgans.com
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Home Forward 

Home Forward provides housing solutions for those who cannot afford market-rate housing. As one 
of the top performing housing authorities in the country, Home Forward is an independent public 
corporation established in 1941 by the City of Portland. In 1992, Home Forward's jurisdiction was 
expanded to include all of Multnomah County. A nine-member volunteer Board of Commissioners 
appointed by City of Portland, the City of Gresham, and Multnomah County and confirmed by the 
Portland City Council governs Home Forward.  
 
Home Forward has an annual budget of $198 million and serves 15,000 households. It is the largest 
provider of affordable housing in Oregon, with more than 6,300 apartments in its portfolio. The agency 
administers a variety of rent assistance programs, including 8,900 Housing Choice Vouchers and a 
short-term rent assistance program that consolidates funding from several different sources and 
provides assistance through 19 social service partners. The agency also is a major developer of 
affordable housing, with three HOPE VI redevelopments, a multi-use center for the homeless, and a 
variety of apartment buildings among its projects. As a housing authority with Moving to Work 
deregulation flexibility, Home Forward can pursue a variety of program innovations to increase 
housing choices and efficiency and help its residents achieve economic independence. Home Forward 
has over 300 employees, as well as partnerships with more than 100 community organizations. 

Position Description 

The Board of Commissioners is seeking a candidate with exceptional leadership qualities to lead an 
executive team in a complex organization comprised of experts in all of the operational, technical, 
regulatory, and financial aspects of public housing. The Executive Director is the chief operating officer 
for Home Forward, reports to, and serves as the senior advisor to the Board of Commissioners in the 
implementation of the agency’s vision, mission, strategies, policies, and operational objectives, and 
guides its evolution toward becoming a diverse, anti-racist, equitable and inclusive organization. The 
Executive Director advises the Board of all developments affecting Home Forward programs and 
operations and prepares reports of information and documents necessary for Board deliberations. The 
Executive Director provides overall direction for the strategic, programmatic, development, asset 
management and preservation, and financial performance goals for the agency and is responsible for 
achieving these objectives by attracting, developing, managing, and retaining an effective, diverse 
workforce.  

The Executive Director works closely with the Deputy Executive Directors to plan, direct, and 
coordinate the ongoing work of the agency which includes ensuring financial stability of the agency 
through HUD funding, developing new avenues of revenue generation consistent with program 
mandates, and overseeing the development and administration of the agency budget.  

The Executive Director is also responsible for fostering cooperation and partnerships among a 
congeries of external constituencies and stakeholders, including federal, state, and local government 
officials; private and non-profit agencies; jurisdictional partners; housing clientele; and the community 
as a whole. The Executive Director conducts presentations to the Board of Commissioners, community 
organizations, and other interested groups regarding Home Forward programs, policies, and activities. 
The Executive Director attends and participates in professional group meetings in order to stay abreast 
of trends and innovations in the fields of public and affordable housing, management, and public 
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administration. Among other related duties and responsibilities, the Executive Director provides 
direction to correct issues and resolve difficult and sensitive citizen inquires and complaints.  

The Ideal Candidate: Experience, Qualifications and Education 

In addition to demonstrated administrative and managerial experience in managing large multi-
functional organizations such as Home Forward, the ideal candidate must possess excellent 
interpersonal skills and be an effective communicator to a diversity of audiences. The candidate must 
be diplomatic, collaborative and politically savvy, and knowledgeable about housing industry trends 
and the social, economic, health and support needs of low-income housing populations and their 
communities, history of housing discrimination and displacement and racial disparities in access to 
housing and public services, and a commitment to racial equity and accountability for past community 
harm, including, trustworthiness, integrity, openness to change, and the ability to apply an 
intersectional racial equity analysis to complex issues.  
 
• Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration, Business Administration, or related field is preferred.  
• Master’s in Public Administration or related field preferred. 
• Ten years of increasingly responsible experience in senior level management in public, private 

and/or non-profit sector.  
• May consider any combination of relevant work experience, volunteering, education, and 

transferrable skills as qualifying. 

Compensation 

The salary for the Executive Director is competitive and open, depending upon qualifications. In 
addition to a competitive salary, Home Forward includes an excellent benefits package, including 
health, dental and vision insurance, Public Employees Retirement System (PERS)/Oregon Public 
Service Retirement Plan (OPSRP), deferred compensation, vacation and sick leave, life and accidental 
death insurance, flexible benefit plans for medical, dependent care and transit reimbursement. 

Multnomah County and Portland Oregon 

Portland is the largest and most populous city in Oregon 
and the seat of Multnomah County. It is a major port in the 
Willamette Valley region of the Pacific Northwest, at the 
confluence of the Willamette and Columbia rivers in 
Northwestern Oregon. As of 2020, Portland had a 
population of 652,503, making it the 25th-most populated 
city in the United States, the sixth-most populous on the 
West Coast, and the second-most populous in the Pacific 
Northwest after Seattle. Approximately 47% of Oregon's 
population resides within the Portland metropolitan area. 
The city operates with a commission-based government 
guided by a mayor and four commissioners as well as Metro, the only directly elected metropolitan 
planning organization in the United States. Its climate is marked by warm, dry summers and cool, 
rainy winters. This climate is ideal for growing roses, and Portland has been called the "City of Roses" 
for over a century. 
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Cityscape 
Thousands of people are drawn to Portland every year because of its easy access to the mountains and 
numerous rivers and lakes for hiking, biking, skiing, boating and various water sports. Portland is only 

an hour and a half from the Pacific Ocean. Portland's 
cityscape derives much of its character from its lush green 
spaces, rivers and lakes and the many bridges that span the 
Willamette River downtown, several of which are historic 
landmarks, and Portland has been nicknamed "Bridgetown" 
for many decades as a result. Three of downtown's most 
heavily used bridges are more than 100 years old and are 
designated historic landmarks: Hawthorne Bridge (1910), 
Steel Bridge (1912), and Broadway Bridge (1913). Portland's 
newest bridge in the downtown area, Tilikum Crossing, 
opened in 2015 and is the first new bridge to span the 

Willamette in Portland since the 1973 opening of the double-decker Fremont Bridge. 
 
Arts, Culture, Food and Entertainment 
Portland is home to a range of classical performing arts institutions, including the Portland Opera, the 
Oregon Symphony, and the Portland Youth Philharmonic; the latter, established in 1924, was the first 
youth orchestra established in the United States. The city is also home to several theaters and 
performing arts institutions, including the Oregon Ballet Theatre, Northwest Children's Theatre, 
Portland Center Stage, Artists Repertory Theatre, Miracle Theatre, and Tears of Joy Theatre.  
 
In 2013, the Guardian named the city's music scene as one of the "most vibrant" in the United States. 
Portland is home to famous bands such as the Kingsmen and Paul Revere & the Raiders, both famous 
for their association with the song "Louie Louie" 
(1963). Other widely known musical groups include 
the Dandy Warhols, Quarterflash, Everclear, Pink 
Martini, Sleater-Kinney, Blitzen Trapper, the 
Decemberists, and the late Elliott Smith. More 
recently, Portugal. the Man, Modest Mouse, and the 
Shins have made their home in Portland as well. In the 
1980s, the city was home to a burgeoning punk scene, 
which included bands such as the Wipers and Dead 
Moon.  
 
An unusual feature of Portland entertainment is the large number of movie theaters serving beer, often 
with second-run or revival films. Notable examples of these "brew and view" theaters include the 
Bagdad Theater and Pub, a former vaudeville theater built in 1927 by Universal Studios; Cinema 21; 
and the Laurelhurst Theater, in operation since 1923. Portland hosts the world's longest-running H. P. 
Lovecraft Film Festival at the Hollywood Theatre. 
Portland is considered to be one of the best foodie cities in the United States with world class 
restaurants, cafes, coffee shops, pizza parlors, and arguably the best BBQ outside of Texas. It is also the 
home of award-winning microbreweries with a short drive to Oregon’s great wineries. 
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Portland is home to numerous museums and educational institutions, ranging from art museums to 
institutions devoted to science and wildlife. Among the science-oriented institutions are the Oregon 
Museum of Science and Industry (OMSI), which consists of five main halls and other ticketed 
attractions, such as the USS Blueback submarine, the ultra-large-screen Empirical Theater, and the 
Kendall Planetarium. The World Forestry Center Discovery Museum, located in the city's Washington 

Park area, offers educational exhibits on forests and forest-
related subjects. Also located in Washington Park are the 
Hoyt Arboretum, the International Rose Test Garden, the 
Japanese Garden, and the Oregon Zoo. The Portland Art 
Museum owns the city's largest art collection and presents 
a variety of touring exhibitions each year and, with the 
recent addition of the Modern and Contemporary Art 
wing, it became one of the United States' 25 largest 
museums. Other museums include the the Oregon 
Historical Society Museum, founded in 1898, which has a 
variety of books, film, pictures, artifacts, and maps dating 

back throughout Oregon's history. It houses permanent and temporary exhibits about Oregon history, 
and hosts traveling exhibits about the history of the United States. Oaks Amusement Park, in the 
Sellwood district of Southeast Portland, is the city's only amusement park and is also one of the 
country's longest-running amusement parks. It has operated since 1905 and was known as the "Coney 
Island of the Northwest" upon its opening.  
 
Public Education 
There are six public school districts in the County. 
 
Higher Education 
Portland State University has the second-largest enrollment rate of any university in the state (after 
Oregon State University), with a student body of nearly 30,000. It has been named among the top fifteen 
percentile of American regional universities by The Princeton Review for undergraduate education 
and has been internationally recognized for its degrees in Master of Business Administration and urban 
planning. The city is also home to the Oregon Health & Science University, Mount Hood Community 
College, as well as Portland Community College. 
 


