
BUFFALO TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS – REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  – SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 

 

 The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Buffalo Township Board of Supervisors was held 

Wednesday, September 8, 2021 and convened at 7:30 p.m.  The Meeting was called to order by the 

Chairman, Ron Zampogna III.  This Meeting is being recorded, if anyone is taping this Meeting, please 

state your name and address.   

ROLL CALL 

Ron Zampogna III Present 

Matthew J. Sweeny Present 

Albert T. Roenigk Present 

Gary L. Risch Sr.   Absent  

Michael Oehling              Present 

 

 A majority of the Board of Supervisors being present, the Chairman declared the Meeting open 

for the transaction of business. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF EXECUTIVE SESSIONS; PERSONNEL; AND/OR INFO-GATHERING MEETINGS OF 

THE BOARD 

a) Matt Sweeny, Ken Howard, Grant McConnell and Atty. Farrington met with Chris 
Rearick regarding the Comprehensive Plan Friday, Aug. 20. 

b) Gary Risch attended the Planning Commission Meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 1. 
c) The Board of Supervisors met for an Executive Session at the Township Building with 

their Solicitor and Township Engineer to discuss personnel matters on Wednesday, 
Sept. 8. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the August 11, 2021, Regular Monthly Meeting of the Buffalo Township 

Board of Supervisors, as recorded, was on motion of Matt Sweeny, seconded by Michael Oehling.  

Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT for August 1-31, 2021 inclusive for audit, was on motion of                             

Albert Roenigk, seconded by Matt Sweeny.  Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

 

MONTHLY BILLS 

 After reviewing invoices and bills presented for payment, it was on motion of Michael Oehling, 

seconded by Albert Roenigk, to pay the monthly bills.  Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

REPORTS 

(1) THE ELECTED TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT (ROBYN FLEISHMAN):   

•  AUGUST 2021:  Twp. Real Estate Tax is $1,730.03, Per Capita @ Discount is $0.00, Per Capita 

@ Face $0.00, Per Capita @ Penalty $264.00, Exonerations 000 

(2) THE APPOINTED TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT (BERKHEIMER): 

•  AUGUST 2021:   Earned Income Tax is $142,639.20, Local Services Tax is $23,295.54 

(3) THE APPOINTED TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT (SHARPS): 

• AUGUST 2021:  Twp. share:  $85.00 
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(4) WEEKLY STAMP SALES (DEED TRANSFER’S): 

• AUGUST 2021:  $18,290.64 

(5) ZONING OFFICER’S REPORT (RICK HEALEY): 

•  AUGUST 2021:  19 Permits Issued, 7 Single Family Residences, 1 Storage Bldg., 1 Res. Garage, 

1 Decks/Porches/Roof, 1 Commercial Bldg., 8 Grading Permits, Building Permit Fee:  $6,998.70, 

Mileage: 125, Grading Permit Fee: $700.00,  Lot Development Fund:  $0.00 

(6) THE DISTRICT JUSTICE’S REPORT: 

• AUGUST 2021:  Ordinance & Statute Violations $65.12, Code Violations $44.32 

(7) BUFFALO TWP. POLICE REPORT 

•  AUGUST 2021:  Total calls  160 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

OLD BUSINESS  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

ADDITION:  Addition of New Business #9:  Approval of advertisement for Traffic Impact Fee Ordinance 

related to Comprehensive Plan Update – Atty. Brian Farrington stated that just for the record, Act 61 

went into effect on August 30th.  That requires that Agenda’s be posted online 24 hours in advance of 

the meeting.  Today I was notified that there is an Ordinance that we will need to adopt for Traffic 

Impact fees.  It is a purposed Ordinance the text of which will be made available as soon as it is made 

available to us however, it does require an addition to tonight’s meeting Agenda if the Supervisors 

would wish to add it by vote.   

 

 On a motion by Matt Sweeny, seconded by Michael Oehling to add the approval of 

advertisement for the Traffic Impact Fee Ordinance related to the Comprehensive Plan to the Agenda.  

Motion Carried.  Un. Approval.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ADOPTION OF AMENDMENT #1 TO ORDINANCE #125 REGARDING SMOKE & DYE TESTING – ADOPTED 

  

 Atty. Farrington stated that this advertisement was approved several months ago amending 

Buffalo Townships Smoke and Dye Testing requirement to exempt refinances or transfers from a family 

member in the event of death.  The Municipal Authority of Buffalo Township has requested this 

Amendment because they process quite a few of these Smoke and Dyes Tests.  It represents 

administrative cost both in terms of money and time and rarely, if ever do they have violations for those 

types of transfers.  This is an old school thought from an MABT Solicitor in the past that this requirement 

is on the books however, with MABT’s current guidance, it is not needed and makes it easier for people 

refinancing or willing their property down to their children or other family members.   

 

On a motion of Michael Oehling, seconded by Matt Sweeny to adopt Amendment #1 to 

Ordinance #125 Smoke & Dye Testing.  Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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DATE AND TIME SET FOR BUFFALO TOWNSHIPS TRICK OR TREAT – APPROVED 

 Ron Zampogna stated that Buffalo Township has always had Trick or Treat on October 31st. 

 On a motion of Matt Sweeny, seconded by Albert Roenigk to set date and time for Buffalo 

Townships Trick or Treat for Sunday, October 31, 2021 from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  Motion Carried.  Un. 

Approval. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

EMPLOYEE PENSION PLANS FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2022 – APPROVED 

 Ron Zampogna stated that this is partially funded by the State and partially funded by the 

Township. 

 On a motion of Matt Sweeny, seconded by Michael Oehling to approve the Police Pension Plan 

Minimum Municipal Obligation Form at $110,097.00 for year beginning January 1, 2022.  Motion 

Carried. Un. Approval. 

 Ron Zampogna stated again that this is partially funded by the State and partially funded by the 

Township. 

 On a motion of Albert Roenigk, seconded by Matt Sweeny to approve the non-uniformed 

Employees’ Pension Plan Minimum Municipal Obligation Form at $93,408.00 for year beginning January 

1, 2022.  Motion Carried. Un. Approval. 

 Bob Fletcher, Road Master asked if some of the money the Township received for Covid could 

go toward the non-uniformed Employees’ Pension Plan in addition to what is already being put in so 

there is more money in it?  The non-uniformed Pension Plan is underfunded.  I just wanted to know if 

that money could be used to build up our Pension.  Ron Zampogna replied, you know what Bob, we did 

briefly discuss that and Brian, do you have an answer for us?  Atty.  Farrington stated that there is a very 

specific list that this money can go toward.  Brian asked Bob what exactly he was meaning?  Bob replied, 

in addition.  Atty.  Farrington shared how the government does this.  Janice L. Zubrin stated that the 

Township can add to it, they have done it in the past but do not know if the Covid monies could be used 

for that purpose.  Atty. Farrington stated that he would check if the Covid money could be used for that 

purpose or not.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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ADVERTISING AND SETTING DATE/TIME FOR BUDGET WORKSHOP IN OCTOBER – APPROVED 

 Ron Zampogna stated that every year the Supervisors get together to discuss the upcoming 

year’s Budget and it is open to anyone who would like to attend and share their input.  After a brief 

discussion by the Board the decision was made to schedule the Budget Workshop for Sunday, October 

10, 2021 at 8:00 am in the Township Municipal Building.  Since Gary Risch was not present, Matt Sweeny 

stated he would verify the date with him. 

 On a motion of Matt Sweeny, seconded by Michael Oehling to approve advertising for the 

Budget Workshop which will be held on Sunday, October 10th,2021 at 8:00 am in the Township 

Municipal Building.  Motion Carried. Un. Approval. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

MOTION TO PAY REGISTRATION FEES AND EXPENSES FOR BUTLER COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF 

TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 2021 FALL CONVENTION TO BE HELD ALL DAY AT THE BUTLER COUNTRY CLUB 

ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2021 – NO MOTION TAKEN – Ron Zampogna stated that this Convention 

is replacing the 2020 and 2021 Spring Conventions as well as the 2021 Fall Convention and is being held 

at the Butler Country Club.  Ron stated in his opinion he is interesting that this in still on the books to be 

held but you will see in the next item down below it is the same group but they have cancelled that 

event so it is kind of interested but to no prevail.  It is $28.00 per person .  I will not be able to go due to 

work and I do not know if anyone else has availability or interest to go.  Ron asked if anyone is able to 

attend?  The Supervisors in attendance stated they could not attend and Ron stated I am not sure if Gary 

Risch can go but we will certainly check with him.  Ron asked Atty. Farrington if we should vote on this?  

Atty. Farrington stated that if needed it can be added to a future Agenda if anyone would be interested 

in attending.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  THE 2021 BUTLER COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS FALL SAFETY 

SEMINAR HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

 Ron Zampogna stated he didn’t know where their common sense is at but, we will go with it. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

AUTHORIZATION TO SUBMIT THE SPC TASA PRE-APPLICATION GRANT APPLICATION FOR STREAM 

BANK STABILIZATION ALONG THE BUTLER-FREEPORT COMMUNITY TRAIL – APPROVED 

 Ken Howard stated that there is an opportunity to submit a Grant pre-application to the 

Southwestern Pennsylvania Commissions Transportation Alternatives Set Aside Program for 2021.  What 

we would be seeking is funding to stabilize the bank along the Butler-Freeport Community Trail opposite 

Stephenson Equipment where there is about a 950 linear foot section of the trail that we would like to 

put big rip rap on and do a stabilization project and to remove the gravel bar deposits that are in that 

stream that have pushed that stream over into that bank.  So, we have developed a budget for this  
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project.  The budget for that project is around $797,500.00 and the grant request if for $683,500.00.  

They pay for construction but they do not pay for permitting or design fees.  So, we are asking that your 

motion would be to authorize making that application.  We have prepared the same application for the 

PennDot Transportation Alternatives Program that was approved at last months meeting.  It was 

brought to our knowledge by the SPC that they also have a pot of that same money.  So, you are 

applying for the same project through both PennDot and the SPC.  They seem to work together.  It 

makes sense to apply for both grants in hopes that one of them will finance this project. 

On a motion of Michael Oehling, seconded by Matt Sweeny to approve authorization to submit 

the SPC TASA Pre-Application Grant for the Streambank Stabilization along the Butler-Freeport 

Community Trail.  Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ANNOUNCEMENT:  BUFFALO CREEK WATER FESTIVAL TO BE HELD SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18TH, 2021 

FROM 10 AM TO 3 PM AT THE AUDUBONS NEW BUFFALO CREEK NATURE PARK LOCATED AT 154 

MONROE ROAD, SARVER, PA 16055 

 Ron stated that a couple of the items that they are going to have will be nature walks, 

electrofishing demonstrations, games, water fun, learning to identify macroinvertebrates, birds nest 

activity for the kids and there will be food trucks as well.  I was fortunate to be there along with all the 

other Supervisors when they opened and it is a beautiful place.  If you haven’t had a chance to see it, 

you should take the opportunity to do so.  Matt remarked that he would like to do some electrofishing. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ADDITION:  APPROVAL OF ADVERTISEMENT FOR TRAFFIC IMPACT FEE ORDINANCE RELATED TO 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – APPROVED 

 Atty. Farrington stated that last month and the month before it was discussed on updating the 

Comprehensive Plan and this is sort of the first part of that coming up is approving a Traffic Impact Fee 

Ordinance.  The details of that Ordinance will be available before the next meeting and will be published 

as we always publish.  That will not affect any current development or anyone currently living in the 

township.  It is strictly for future development.  With new development coming into the township this 

will account for any costs regarding infrastructure.  Other than that, this is just approving the 

advertising. 

 On a motion of Matt Sweeny, seconded by Albert Roenigk to approve advertising the Traffic 

Impact Fee Ordinance related to the Comprehensive Plan Update.  Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 



BUFFALO TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS – REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING  – SEPTEMBER 8, 2021 

 

THANK YOU NOTE FROM EVELYN CALLENDER TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND ROAD 

DEPARTMENT FOR WORK DONE ON CRESCENT HILL DRIVE TO HELP CONTROL THE FLOODING ISSUE 

 Ron Zampogna read the card to all in attendance and thanked Bob Fletcher and the Road 

Department for another job well done.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 Matt Sweeny stated that he spoke with Don Smetanik regarding spots along Ralston Road where 

the edges are washing out and said that there are millings from Lindy that can be used to fill in those 

spots.  Bob Fletcher, Road Master stated that he had spoke with Mr. Smetanik as well and is aware. 

 Chris Zeigler, President of the Butler-Freeport Trail Council gave an update regarding the trail.  

We have a busy next few weeks and we will be set up on the 18th at the Buffalo Creek Water Festival.  

We have a work day on the 25th with the Audubon planting perennials just south of Monroe Road.  That 

is part of a riparian buffer grant from a few years ago.  October 2nd we are going to have a work day with 

Woodman of the World.  They will be working at the Butler Trail Head and sprucing up around the sign 

and then moving up the Wye across from Franklin Field, benches that need repaired and tree plantings 

along with a big Granite Rock.  There is also a Port O John that we will be mulching that area and getting 

that cleaned up.  On October 30th the caboose will be open for Halloween for tours.  My granddaughter 

will be dressing up and giving the tours.  She is very good at it.  T-Shirts and memberships will be for sale 

that day at the pavilion.  We are also working with the Mercantile in Freeport.  They will be selling our 

items as well such as car stickers, books and eventually T-Shirts.  We are really happy to have them 

there.  We will be moving our quarterly meeting to the Buffalo Creek Nature Center and hope that will 

be our forever home and eventually be able to bring the public back.   

Matt Sweeny stated that there are several new businesses in Freeport.  Chris stated there are a 

lot on new things going on in Freeport that’s for sure.   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

LAND DEVELOPMENT 

 No Land Development items. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

REMARKS FROM THE FLOOR:   

 Grant McConnell, 640 Ekastown Road stated that he wanted to thank the Road Crew for a great 

job mowing along Howes Run Road. 

 The Board of Supervisors thanked all the Township employees for doing a good job. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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ADJOURNMENT was on motion of   , seconded by   , at 8:45 p.m.  Motion Carried.  Un. Approval. 

 

APPROVED: 

 

____________________________                          ____________________________ 

CHAIRMAN                                                                   SECRETARY/TREASURER 


