




MESSAGE FROM 

Clifford  Douglas Jr. 

 President  

of   

 Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) 

 

 
As president of this great organization, it is my distinct honor and high privilege to welcome you all 
to our 25th. Anniversary event as we celebrate this significant milestone in our organization's 
history. Anniversaries are a time to reflect on our successes - and a time to look ahead to even 
greater and more exciting tomorrows. Our celebration is not only a festivity, but a solemn occasion 
to pause and look back at this 25 year journey - a moment to look ahead at the mountains we must 
still climb. This evening we  pay homage to the founding members of this organization - those who 
have set the pace and had a vision  quarter of a century ago to start what has become a 
quintessential organization that is a beacon of hope for many at home and abroad. 
 
Aristotle tells us that we are the sum of our actions and motivation. 
Today his words resonates because we  have seen and can appreciate  the premise that an 
organization's  cumulative actions will and have resulted in amazing end products.. We have 
worked collectively and as a result JESA  has grown from strength to strength. I take this 
opportunity to thank our members for their commitment and hard work which has served to propel 
this organization forward. 
 
 Our dreams and aspirations were often challenged by economic decline and other factors, but 
these aspirations and hopes never died. The men and women of JESA with  strong goodwill and 
resilience  were determined to prevail. So as we look back and ponder as to whether we have been 
true and faithful to the dreams of our founding members, we can say with pride that we have played 
our part and have surpassed their expectations.. However we must now redesign ourselves for the 
new challenges and opportunities facing us. We must constantly rethink our strategies and 
responses, seize the  windows of opportunity, and above all, continue to be at the centre of social 
and economic transformation that will provide more opportunities for the less fortunate in our 
societies especially our youth some of whom are drowning in hopelessness and helplessness. 
 
We are also here this evening  to appreciate and express our deep gratitude to our well wishers 
and supporters for your ongoing support and your many contributions to this organization over the 
years. Your year-round support, participation, and generosity are much needed and much 
appreciated, and are truly an investment in our organization as we look forward to a future filled 
with great promise. Sincere thanks to members of the other JESA chapters for your ongoing 
support and for being on this incredible journey with us every step of the way. 
 
In closing and in the spirit of family, I challenge my fellow JESA members to continue doing all you 
can to give hope to those who are facing insurmountable challenges, and encourage our young 
ones to continue dreaming,  develop their full potential, reach for the stars and excel. The need is 
great and it is incumbent on us to do more  remembering always that together we serve and 
together we must continue to make a difference. 
 
 
 
Cliff Douglas Jr. 

 President  



       



 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE MOST HON. ANDREW HOLNESS, ON, MP 

PRIME MINISTER 

 

On the Occasion of the 25th Anniversary of  

The Jamaica Ex Soldiers Association (JESA) 

 

On behalf of the Government and People of Jamaica, I extend warm greetings to the Exec-

utive and Members of the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) and on the attainment 

of this special milestone.  Your celebration of twenty-five as an organisation speaks to the 

tenacity and perseverance of your members.   

 

Jamaicans abroad have long maintained a profound feeling of patriotism and affinity to 

our beloved homeland. Our three million strong Diaspora, of which you are a part, has 

not only retained cultural ties to our beloved country but has also made significant con-

tributions to activities aimed at fostering social and economic growth in Jamaica. The 

Government is therefore cognizant of the enormous skills, expertise and resources of the 

Diaspora which must be harnessed. We are therefore taking concrete steps to make this a 

reality through the work of the Economic Growth Council.   

 

As Minister of Defence, I wish to use this opportunity to commend the Jamaica Ex-

Soldiers Association (Toronto) for its service to our country.  The selfless acts in the areas 

of education and poverty alleviation have not gone unnoticed. Indeed your continued sup-

port of ex-soldiers at Curphey Home in Newport, Manchester is a testament to the Associ-

ation’s mandate of social inclusion for the elderly.  Let me reiterate the importance of car-

ing for those who cared for us as it underpins the morale fabric of a civilized society. 

 

As you celebrate this special occasion, I urge you to remain steadfast in the pursuit of 

your goals.  I also encourage you to maintain the symbiotic partnerships with organiza-

tions in Jamaica as we build a safer, secure and just society.  

 

 

The Most Hon. Andrew Holness, ON, MP 

Prime Minister  
 
 







MESSAGE FROM MAJOR GENERAL ROCKY R MEADE  

CHIEF OF DEFENCE STAFF  

JAMAICA DEFENCE FORCE  

4 NOVEMBER 2017  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

To the members of the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) Toronto Chapter: “don’t 

look any further than your own reflection for a hero.” – Allyson PARTRIDGE.  

I take great pleasure in extending greetings to you on behalf of the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) family. Congratu-

lations are in order in recognition of twenty five (25) years since JESA’s founding. This incorporation of the To-

ronto Chapter was the pioneer and inspirational catalyst for the establishment of other Chapters in other countries.  

Your Chapter’s continued contribution to youth development, rehabilitation of elderly care and nation building, 

local and overseas, is remarkable and worth congratulating. Your noble work through your Annual Black History 

Month cultural celebrations; contribution to the Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations’ Annual Scholarship 

Drive and the founding of the Bursary Awards Programme, just to name a few of your initiatives, are commenda-

ble. Your annual fundraising events, such as this dinner, have inspired, encouraged and reassured both serving and 

retired members of JESA’s mission for the educational and personal development of its members, who continue to 

give selfless service beyond their military service.  

Your Chapter’s contribution to nation building cannot be overstated as your services positively impact a wide 

range of individuals and organisations. Over the years, your members have significantly influenced the lives of 

many, who – I am sure – are looking forward to your continued support. The many projects undertaken which can 

be recognised today, are symbols of your legacy. The ability of your members to positively influence the lives of 

others is rather exemplary and I encourage you to continue strengthening your network and the reach of your 

Chapter through the building of new relationships. Our children are the future leaders and the educational sponsor-

ship mission that you undertook last year is an investment in our future, and an initiative that other Chapters should 

mirror. I encourage teamwork, information sharing and cooperation among all Chapters in growing JESA as a 

charitable organisation.  

The JDF serves the people of Jamaica and provides assistance to our regional partners in times of disasters and hu-

manitarian need. Likewise, JESA Toronto has demonstrated its commitment to service through its positive influ-

ence on the lives of others. Let me reassure you that the JDF is growing and will continually seek to expand our 

reach both nationally and regionally, for the benefit of both military personnel and civilians. While we continue to 

impact the internal security situation with increased support to the Jamaica Constabulary Force in the short-term, 

we are developing and regionalizing the Force in the medium-term and increasing youth engagement  

in the long-term. As both our organisations seek to influence change, our partnership and mutual understanding 

must be unified.  

On behalf of the men and women of the JDF, I extend hearty congratulations to JESA Toronto Chapter for your 

steadfast service to community development, both local and overseas. Let me leave you with a reminder that “if 

your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader.” – John 

Quincy ADAMS.  

 

Rocky R MEADE  

Major General  





 

November 4, 2017  

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER  

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend warm greetings to everyone 

taking part in the 25th annual fundraising banquet of the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association 

(JESA).  

Among the qualities that help to define and distinguish the people of Ontario is their steadfast 

belief in extending a helping hand to those in need. These qualities are clearly evident in the 

efforts of all those who helped to make this event possible, and in the presence of everyone 

demonstrating their support for JESA’s good work.  

I offer my special congratulations to the past and present leaders and members of JESA on the 

occasion of the asso-ciation’s 25th anniversary. I commend your long-standing dedication to 

raising funds to support a scholarship pro-gram for outstanding students of Jamaican heritage; 

to support organizations including the Curphey Home — a retirement home for Jamaican vet-

erans; and to enrich the lives of senior citizens and those in need.  

Your commendable mission resonates deeply in our province, and encourages us to continue to 

build a society that is guided by the principles of compassion, inclusion and respect.  

Please accept my sincere best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable banquet .  

 

 

 

Kathleen Wynne  

Premier  









MESSAGE FROM 

(Sam) Billich  

Trustee  

 

As a Trustee of 

the Jamaica Ex-

Soldiers 

Association (JESA) I felt that one of this 

organization's responsibilities was to 

support our youth, back home, who wish 

to make the military a profession. These 

young men and women who are serving 

in cadet corps throughout the country 

may or may not end up joining the 

military. But the training they are receiving 

now is invaluable to them and to the 

country. It will help them to become 

contributing members of society. This can 

only be a good thing. Therefore, I have 

decided to sponsor annually, on behalf of 

JESA, a school's cadet corps. The first 

three schools are: Kingston College, 

Excelsior High School, and Jamaica 

College. This is truly an honour for me as 

I am a former soldier of Jamaican 

heritage. 

 

 

SW  (Sam)  Billich   

Trustee 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

JAMAICA EX SOLDIERS ASSOCIATION (NEW YORK) 

 

On behalf of the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association New York (JESA NY), congratulations on your milestone 

achievement!   

 

Twenty-five years in the life of any organization, illustrates longevity, commitment and focus.  The Jamaica 

Ex-Soldiers Association Toronto (JESA Toronto) has galvanized efforts to bring about the birth of JESA 

South Florida (USA), JESA NY (USA), JESA UK (London) and most recently JESA Jamaica. 

 

Tonight marks a major milestone.  Embrace it; you have earned it.  Nelson Mandela writes that “The brave 

man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear”.  Continue expanding your vision and 

setting goals that positively impact communities of the Diaspora. 

 

We salute 25 years of accomplishments.     

Universal blessing for a successful event.   

 

 

Fitzroy Thompson 

President – JESA NY 





General Colin L. Powell, KCB 

25th Anniversary of the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association

Saturday, 4 November 2017 
On this the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA), I salute the 

serving and non-serving members of the Jamaica Defence Force and their families for their hard work and 

dedication serving the Jamaican Diaspora of Ontario. 

In celebrating the contributions of JESA members, I especially commend their efforts in support of education for the youth in the 

community and also in support of the Curphey Home in Jamaica that addresses the retirement needs of Jamaican Ex-Military 

personnel of WWII and the Jamaica Defence Forces.  By supporting young people as well as seniors, JESA members build and 

strengthen ties throughout the community. 

   In recognizing this 25th anniversary, we can all be proud of the accomplishments and efforts of the JESA family.  I know all 

involved share my particular pride in all who serve and have served in uniform as well as our shared Jamaican heritage.  

   As this special anniversary is celebrated, may each Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association member continue to inspire each other with an 

ongoing commitment to making a difference in the world. 

 

MESSAGE  

Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association  

25th Anniversary Fundraising Banquet  

Saturday, November 4, 2017  

The Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) has an enviable record of service and has remained a 

tower of strength in the Jamaican Community in Toronto for more than twenty-five years, serving a 

wide range of organizations and individuals. The range of supporters and beneficiaries cover a wide 

age and gender spectrum and include people from different sociopolitical backgrounds which has 

created an awesome template for community partnership.  

I have had the honour of participating in several JESA activities and have always been impressed with the time and 

effort spent in generating support for the youth, more mature persons, older ex-servicemen and women as well as 

numerous charitable causes. The sense of social responsibility demonstrated by this organization is awe-inspiring and I 

hope that as many persons who can, will contribute to these activities. In fact, it is the time of year when contributions to 

JESA become even more significant as children return to school, natural disasters multiply and winter threatens.  

Their record of accountability and transparency has been very good and I am sure, like me, you would like to see JESA 

grow to fulfill their full potential. With this in mind I would like to use this opportunity to wish the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers 

Association congratulations on the occasion of their 25th Anniversary Fundraising Banquet.  

 

Lloyd Wilks  

Consul General  





Allison 

Financial 

REA 

Denese Frans is the recipient of JESA's first Bursary, presented in 2006. 

 

She is a Community Health Worker (HIV/AIDS) with Women’s 

Health In Women’s Hands Community Health Centre 

coordinating multiple HIV prevention projects for African, 

Caribbean, and Black women living in Toronto. She is a 

passionate advocate for Women’s Health and she believes that 

cultural traditions within the community make it difficult to 

discuss significant health issues that impact the overall health of 

our community. She is currently a Master’s in Public Health 

Candidate attending the University of Waterloo and holds her 

Bachelor’s of Science degree in Health Sciences from the 

University of Toronto.  

 



MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN JAMAICA EX-SOLDIERS ASSOCIATION  

 (UNITED KINGDOM) 

 

I take this opportunity on behalf of the executive and members of JESA UK to commend the 

Toronto chapter of the Jamaican Ex Soldier’s Association on celebrating their 25th annual fund 

raising event, on November 04, 2017 at Woodbine Banquet and Convention Centre. This 

demonstrate your Association's continued commitments and dedication to JESA’s founding 

principles, which has guided JESA to provide the services given to the   communities in Toronto 

and Jamaica over the past 25 years. 

As you continue to demonstrate the Association’s commitments to develop the camaraderie that exists between past 

members of the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) this bonding has undoubtedly been one of the key enablers for the Toron-

to chapter to be celebrating and continuing to achieve such positive results from JESA’S initiatives.    

JESA UK recognizes the challenges associated with organizing fund raising events. The importance of this event cannot 

be understated as it forms one of your major source of income, and the support you receive from varying sponsors and 

supporters cannot be taken for granted.  

It is JESA UK intention to continue to develop future mutual partnerships with JESA Toronto, other JESA chapter’s 

and Sponsors to support our mandate as we continue to grow.       

JESA UK commends you for your continued services to the communities. We encourage you to continue in this stead, 

as your efforts over the past 25 years are invaluable.  

JESA UK wishes you the very best and a most successful Twenty Fifth Anniversary Banquet.  

Well one  

 

Devon Thorpe 

Chairman 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN JAMAICA EX-SOLDIERS ASSOCIATION 

(SOUTH FLORIDA) 

 

The Board of Directors, Executive and members of JESA South Florida extend warmest con-

gratulations to JESA – Toronto on the occasion of your 25th Annual Banquet.   

As you celebrate your accomplishments over the years, we encourage you to reflect on your 

journey thus far and the contributions of everyone that has ensured the chapter’s existence.  It 

no doubt has been due to a lot of sacrifice, hard work and dedication on the part of the present 

and past officers and members of your Chapter. In that spirit, we salute all that have contributed 

and continue to do so to the benefit of many in the Jamaican and Canadian communities.  

Continue to build the JESA Toronto chapter so that in another 25 years it will be recognized as an organization that has 

withstood the test of time and has made a significant difference in the lives of its members and the communities in which 

you serve. 

To the organizers of this event – we salute your dedication, the many hours and sacrifices you have made.  Well done! 

Patrick Russell 

Chairman, JESA South Florida, Inc. 

 





ANNUAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH EVENT 2017  

The Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) will host their 11th. Annual Black History Month 

celebration on Saturday February 18, 2017 at the Northwood Community Centre. Objective of this 

program is to provide an opportunity to promote and celebrate all those who have gone be-fore and 

paved the way for us. It will also serve to heighten the knowledge and awareness of Black History, 

cultivate in our youth a sense of of their cultural heritage, and encourage them to find their rightful 

places in our history.  

The Program includes an essay writing competition for our youth ages ten to fourteen (10-14) and 

fifteen to nineteen (15-19). The winners are awarded monetary prizes and certificates and an 

opportunity to read their essays on the day of the event. Included in the program is also a showcase 

of businesses and their various crafts as well as a formal event with a key note address, 

entertainment and an awards ceremony for the winners of the Essay Writing Competition.  

A reception follows with complimentary refreshments. Funding for the event is usually obtained from 

the business community and other supporters from within our community and the wider community. 

Volun-teers also play a very crucial role in this event this has resulted in very rewarding and 

successful events. We take this opportunity to say thanks to those who have supported this event 

over the years.  

Information can be obtained by visiting us at the following:  

Website: www.jesa.ca   |   Twitter: jesa_toronto   

| Email:jesa_ca@hotmail.com  | Telephone:….647-710-9820  

 

Mailing Address:  

1110 Finch Ave, W. Suite 1198  

Toronto Ontario, M3J 3M2  



Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association 

“Together We Serve”  
The Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) was officially constituted on June 15, 1992 in the province of 

Ontario. It is a non-profit, non-partisan organization operating in Canada. JESA’s mandate is:  

Education - Provide scholarships, bursaries and incentives to assist the educational needs of our  youth.  

Relieve Poverty - Provide food and other basic necessities to persons in need to include relief for   

    Victims of natural disasters.  

Relieve suffering and/or disability caused by old age, including facilities for care, maintenance and 

rehabilitation.  

Membership is open to all serving and non-serving members of the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) at home 

and abroad, relatives and friends. Meetings are held monthly to keep members informed of issues within our 

community and in Jamaica, and to inform, plan and discuss matters that are pertinent to the overall 

operation of the organization.  

Health and education has been the main focus to date and over the years, JESA has supported the  

Curphey Home in Jamaica (a home for retired Jamaican service personnel). JESA offers bursaries to  

students of Jamaican decent entering post-secondary educational institutions as well as sponsoring the 

Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Association.  

Additionally, In September of this year we launched a pilot project that will assist a student in Jamaica 

through his last two years of elementary school and through high school, we support the fund raising  

initiatives of the Jamaican Alumni Associations and other community initiatives.  

Donations of various items such as wheelchairs, clothing, food, medical supplies, and books have also been 

made to several community organizations.  

JESA partners with the Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations in their Annual Christmas Care and Share 

Program that assists needy families, international students, seniors and the disabled in our  

community.  

Funding for JESA’s objectives have been obtained primarily from on-going fund raising events, the main of 

which is our Annual Banquet held on the first Saturday in November. Funds have also been derived from 

contributions allocated by local businesses and corporations.  

Moving forward, our goal is to expand and grow our support base, build on our relationships with other 

community organizations so that we can increase the assistance we give locally and in Jamaica.  

The continued success of a JESA is a direct result of the commitment and enthusiasm of our membership 

and the support of our sponsors. Increasing and sustaining our membership has been and continues to be 

one of our goals. We have made great strides in this area and will continue to improve our profile within our 

community.  

JESA is unfailing in our pursuit to realize our dreams of improving the lives of individuals. With the dedica-

tion of our members and community partners we are confident that we will continue to grow and be a  






