
 
 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1323 Central Ave, Alameda CA    (510) 522-5220 
Anchored in Faith.  Serving Our Neighbor.  Singing God’s Praise. 

 
Mission: To be a caring and diverse community of people who know and share  

the love of God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Partnership in the Gospel 
May 22, 2022 

 
www.trinityalameda.org  

Rev. Stephanie Johnson, Pastor (510) 846-0883 
Rev. Craig Minich, Pastor: East Bay Lutheran Youth Program 

Rev. Ned O’Donnell, Pastor: Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes 

_____________________________________________________________________     ______     __ 

Imprisonment isn’t excuse enough for Paul to cease in his efforts to spread the Gospel.  
Leave it to Jesus’ biggest cheerleader to make use of an unfortunate situation for the glory of God. 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH. You are invited to join with us as we seek to be God's loving community for all 
who enter here.  You are received as a friend . . . 
• just as you are, created by God. 
• whatever your color, culture and customs, your age, abilities, sexual orientation or gender identity.  
• wherever circumstances find you… in the midst of change or challenge or pain, in need of strength and hope, or in search 

of spiritual fullness and friendship. 
• whether you are a new visitor or an old friend, have no church home, have doubts or do not believe, or want to follow 

Christ and pursue peace and justice in Christ's name. 
You are embraced as an expression of the diversity and beauty of the creation God has given us.  
You are welcome here! 
 

The presence of children is a gift to the church and a reminder that our congregation is growing.   
Please welcome our youngest brothers and sisters and give a smile of encouragement to their parents.



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

PRELUDE  Lord, Your Hands Have Formed This World 
arr. Mark Sedio     Tune:  GAYOM NI HIGAMI 

@1999 Augsburg Fortress  Used with permission under One License A-706480 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

(Arrows indicate when the congregation may sit ↓ or 
stand ↑ as able. Bold print are responses spoken by 
the congregation.) 
 
↑CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Lord of life, 
Though you have made all things new, we still cling 
to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your 
presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the face 
of challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than 
our problems, our petty concerns, and foolish 
preoccupations, and restore us with your all-
consuming love. Amen. 

Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the 
most precious blessing: life eternal in his kingdom. 
Neither sin nor evil has the power to separate us 
from the One who loves us, and the One who 
forgives us in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
↓HYMN     Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather   

#530 vs. 1&2 
1   Here, O Lord, your servants gather, hand we link  
 with hand; 
     Looking toward our Savior’s cross, joined in love  
 we stand. 
    As we seek the realm of God, we unite to pray: 
    Jesus, savior, guide our steps, for you are the  
       Way. 
2  Many are the tongues we speak, scattered are  
 the lands, 
    Yet our hearts are one in God, one in love’s  
 demands. 
    E’en in darkness hope appears, calling age and  
 youth: 
    Jesus, teacher, dwell with us, for you are the  
 Truth. 

Text: Tokuo Yamaguchi, 1900-1995; tr. Everett M. Stowe  Music: Japanese 
Gagaku mode; Isao Koizumi, 1907-1992  Text c. 1958 The United Methodist 

Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company Music c.1958 Isao Koizumi 

 

↑PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  God of all insight,  
You grant us wisdom in ways that the world                        
cannot. Open our ears to listen for your call, that 
your love might overflow through us into a world 
desperately in need of your grace. Create in us the 
pure trust of a little child to follow you, even when 
it seems you are far away. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 

☩ WORD ☩ 

↓GOSPEL                                          Luke 9:46-48 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 9th 
chapter.                 Glory to you, O Lord. 

46An argument arose among them as to which one 
of them was the greatest. 47But Jesus, aware of their 
inner thoughts, took a little child and put it by his 
side, 48and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this 
child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me; for 
the least among all of you is the greatest.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

↓READING                                    Philippians 1:1-18a 
1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all 
the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons: 2Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 
4constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in 
the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
confident of this, that the one who began a good 
work among you will bring it to completion by the 
day of Jesus Christ. 
7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you 
share in God’s grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for 
all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow 
more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the 
day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 
11having produced the harvest of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise 
of God. 



12I want you to know, beloved that what has 
happened to me has actually helped to spread the 
gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout 
the whole imperial guard and to everyone else that 
my imprisonment is for Christ; 14and most of the 
brothers and sisters, having been made confident in 
the Lord by my imprisonment, dare to speak the 
word with greater boldness and without fear. 15Some 
proclaim Christ from envy and rivalry, but others 
from goodwill. 16These proclaim Christ out of love, 
knowing that I have been put here for the defense of 
the gospel; 17the others proclaim Christ out of selfish 
ambition, not sincerely but intending to increase my 
suffering in my imprisonment. 18What does it 
matter? Just this, that Christ is proclaimed in every 
way, whether out of false motives or true; and in 
that I rejoice. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

↓SERMON               

↑ APOSTLES’ CREED                                       page 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  
 heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
 the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose  
 again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at  
 the right hand of the Father, and he will come  
 to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of  
 sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

↑PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
(The congregation is encouraged to take the position which is 
most prayerful to you.)   
 

We give you thanks for your servant, Paul, who  
never allowed misfortune to win the day, and never  
rested until he had proclaimed your gospel to  
everyone he met. Give us zeal, energy, and spirit on  
behalf of Jesus’ mission. Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

 

It is easy to second guess the motives of others and 
assume we know who is genuine. Make us less 
concerned about the how’s and the why’s of our 
brothers and sisters in faith, and more concerned 
that the gospel is proclaimed. Risen Lord, hear our 
prayer. 

As spring bursts forth on the Northern Hemisphere, 
bring about the renewal of our hearts as well, 
making them well-watered gardens where love 
abides and hope grows. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks, Great Physician, for the many 
ways you have given to resist Covid-19. We thank 
you for vaccines and medications to treat infection. 
We give you thanks for doctors, nurses, research 
personnel and front line workers. Though we find 
ourselves in a less precarious place than we have 
over the last two years, we continue to pray for the 
health and safety of all in light of the COVID-19 
virus. Risen Lord, hear our prayer. 

Sometimes it is the wounded among us who make 
the best agents of your healing. Use all of us—
shortcomings and all—to tend your flocks and 
spread the balm of your wholeness. Be especially 
with the family of Derrick Koon, Vincent Maloney, 
George Lyon, Sandra Schleske, Greg Bryant, Annalise 
Simmons, Susan Widule, Helen Pedersen, Ann 
Kenyon, Tricia, Pam Clisham, Deanna Madarasz, 
Craig Anderson, Pastor Craig, Carmen Bryant, 
Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Hilke de Arce, Jackson 
Bohm, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Nancy Stich, Patricia 
Runo, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff Kline, 
Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Risen Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your Word, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Alameda Seventh-Day Adventist Church, the 
Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, our Sunday 
School, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth Program. 



We give thanks for the fullness of the lives of Jason 
Hayes, Kristin Moeller and Mary James as they 
celebrate their birthdays this week. Risen Lord, hear 
our prayer. 

We thank you, God, whenever we think of your 
faithful saints who carried your precious gospel 
throughout the ages. As their witness has blessed 
us, so make us a blessing to others, and unite us all 
in your eternal kingdom. Risen Lord, hear our  
prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 

 

A moment is offered for prayers from the 
congregation 

Gather our prayers, spoken aloud and offered 
silently, into your hands, for the good of your 
people and the glory of your name. Amen. 
  
↑SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING           
We will not be passing the offering baskets through the 
congregation at this time. Please place your offering in 
the basket placed on the stand in the middle aisle of the 
sanctuary. 
                       

↑LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 
 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
↑BLESSING 
May God, the Author of life, Christ, the living 
Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

↓HYMN  Abba, Abba, Hear Us   ACS #1072 vs. 1&3 
1 "Abba, Abba, hear us," we cry; 
 God's Spirit cries in us, 
 names us adopted and beloved heirs, 
 the heirs of God. 
 All creation waits, eager and longing, 
 for the glorious freedom of God's children 
 soon will be revealed. 
 
3 As we pray, the Spirit breathes sighs, 
 sighs far too deep for words; 
 God, who searches hearts and knows the Spirit's  
         mind, 
 hears all our prayer. 
 All creation waits, eager and longing. 
 As we live in hope, we know that in all 
 things God works for good. 

Text: Andrew Donaldson, b. 1951 

 
↑DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
↓POSTLUDE       God Created Heaven and Earth  
                                                                Tune: TOA-SIA
  
   

Many worshippers choose to stay in the sanctuary 
to listen to the musical postlude (3-4 minutes). 

 
 

 
 


