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Isaiah’s glowing prophecy may sound like an impossible fantasy  
for a people under so many years of oppression. 

 But no matter how long the wait, God never breaks a promise. 
 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Faithful God, 

Your promises have never wavered, and yet we are 
not always willing to believe them. We descend 
into our own despair, unable to see past our 
immediate concerns. We drag others down with us 
and live to complain and commiserate. We ignore 
the miracles right in front us. Forgive us for living 
such small lives, O Lord, and restore in us the 
wonder of what it is to be your people. Amen. 

God is faithful; God is merciful; God does not hold 
our sins against us! For this we give you thanks, O 
Lord. Receive the assurance of your deliverance by 
the One who promised from of old to set us free, 
and who seeks and finds us to this very day. Alleluia! 
Amen. 
 
HYMN             Christ, Be Our Light  #715 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 

Refrain 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 
 
 

 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 

Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O God of all ages,  

You have never forgotten us. Renew in us your 
vision of your people restored, and fire us up to 
bring about your will on earth. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Vicar Paul Larson 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 

READING              Isaiah 9:1-7 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in 
anguish. In the former time he brought into 
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 
Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 
a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For 
the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of 
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 
blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child 
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 



Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow 
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL                   John 8:12 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th      
 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light 
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness but will have the light of life.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON              
   
HYMN       Blessing, Honor, and Glory   #433 

Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. 
Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb. 
Death could not hold him down, for he is risen! 
Seated upon the throne, he is the Lamb of God! 
Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. 
Holy, righteous, worthy is the Lamb. 
Death could not hold him down, for he is risen! 
Seated upon the throne, he is the Lamb of God! 
Blessing, honor, glory to the Lamb. Holy, 
righteous, worthy is the Lamb of God. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 
 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Isaiah’s vision still sounds as far away to us as it 
must have for his listeners. Forgive us when we 
despair, and plant within us renewed passion for the 
work of your Spirit. Zealous God, hear our prayer. 
 

For all those around the world who walk in darkness 
daily—for victims of war, violence, abuse and 
abduction, displaced refugees, the unjustly 
imprisoned, and all who are tempted to despair, we 
pray, O Lord. Find a way to reach them with the 
light of hope, in whatever way, through whatever 
means possible, and use us as ambassadors for 
equality, freedom, and justice. Zealous God, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We give you thanks for all those who dedicate their 
lives in service to others, to the relief of suffering 
and the implementation of justice. Strengthen their 
witness, uphold them, and give them rest when 
needed. Zealous God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially for those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines, those who are too young to receive the 
vaccine, those whose illness or medication limit 
their response to the vaccine, and those who have 
refused the vaccine because of fear or 
misinformation. We pray for those enduring famine 
and hunger and for those experiencing 
homelessness. We pray for all who are ill, for all 
who will receive no medical care. Heal them with 
your loving might. Zealous God, hear our prayer. 
 

Be with those who bear daily burdens, be it mental 
or physical illness, fear of homelessness or hunger, 
or other challenges which test their resilience. 
Surround them with your presence and guide them 
to the help they need. We especially lift up Duane 
Ewaldt, Pastor Craig, Carmen Bryant, Carmen Smith, 
Marilyn, Michael Rasmussen, Adrienne McDonnell, 



Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Buddy and 
Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, 
Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Geoff 
Kline, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Zealous God, 
hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Lutheran Church of the Cross in Berkeley, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay Lutheran 
Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of the lives of 
Pete Petersen, David Wingire, Susan Bell and Lindsey 
Moder as they celebrates their birthdays this week. 
Zealous God, hear our prayer. 

Whoever follows you, O Lord, will never walk in 
darkness. Shine your eternal light upon all your 
faithful servants, still living or alive in your 
resurrection, and surround them evermore with 
your blessing. Zealous God, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

To offer an intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Into your gracious hands we place all our prayers, 
on behalf of a world seeking your grace. Through 
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
God, the beginning and the end, who has written 

your name in the book of life, ☩ bless and keep you 
in grace and peace from this time forth and 
forevermore. Amen. 
 

HYMN      You Are Holy         #525 (sing 2x) 

You are holy, you are whole. 
You are always ever more  
than we ever understand. 
You are always at hand. 
Blessed are you coming near. 
Blessed are you coming here  
to your church in wine and bread, 
raised from soil, raised from dead. 
You are holy,  
you are wholeness,  
you are present. 
Let the cosmos praise you, Lord! 
Sing hosanna in the highest!   
Sing hosanna!  
Sing hosanna to our God! 

 
Text: Per Harling, b. 1945 Text © 1990 Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress in North America, South America, and Central America, 

including the Caribbean. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve 
the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 


	BLESSING

