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God is hard at work crafting each aspect of the universe, sparing no detail. 
But even the Almighty Creator takes time to rest. 

 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Loving Creator, 
You have formed us, given us breath, and supplied 
our every need. And yet we are slow to recognize 
your blessings, quick to doubt and criticize, and 
eager to blame others for our own shortcomings. 
Forgive us when we fail to reflect the 
unconditional love of the One who made us. Have 
mercy on us and claim us once again as your own. 
Amen. 

The Lord hears our every cry and grants forgiveness 
when we repent. Receive the promise that cannot 
be taken away: you are a child of God, loved, 
pardoned, and blessed forever. We pray in the 
name of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
HYMN   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty       #858 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of 
creation! 

 O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and 
salvation! 

 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is 
wondrously reigning 

 and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, 
sustaining. 

 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work 
and defend you; 

 surely his goodness and mercy shall daily 
attend you. 

 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 
 if with his love he befriend you. 
 

 
 
 

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore 
him! 

 All that has life and breath, come now with 
praises before him! 

 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 
 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Beloved Creator, 
Everything in heaven and on earth bears your 
signature. May we ever rejoice that you have made 
us, and that you have made us your own, through 
the loving-kindness of Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING            Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

At the conclusion of the dramatic reading of the 
Genesis passage: 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL              John 1:1-5 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th   

 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it. 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
 



SERMON              
   
HYMN  All Things Bright and Beautiful  WOV #767 

Refrain 
 All things bright and beautiful, 
 all creatures great and small, 
 all things wise and wonderful, 
 the Lord God made them all. 
 

1 Each little flower that opens, 
 each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colors, 
 God made their tiny wings.  Refrain 
 

2 The purple-headed mountains, 
 the river running by, 
 the sunset, and the morning 
 that brightens up the sky.  Refrain 
 

3 The cold wind in the winter, 
 the pleasant summer sun, 
 the ripe fruits in the garden, 
 God made them ev’ry one.  Refrain 
 

4 God gave us eyes to see them, 
 and lips that we might tell 
 how great is God Almighty, 
 who has made all things well.  Refrain 
 

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-1895, alt. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

O Lord, you said, “Let it be,” and it was so. And it 
was good. Remind us of the power of words to 
create, to build up, and to break down. May your 
good always be our guide. Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You are the ultimate healing of the nations, and you 
Light and dark, oceans and land, fish and creeping 
creatures—all owe their existence to you. May we 
never forget that we also were brought forth by 
your creative hand, as we carry out our duty to care 
for all that lives and relies on our faithful 
stewardship for its continuance. Creator God, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Comfort, O Lord, those who still bear the inner and 
outer wounds of the September 11 tragedy. When 
events too great to comprehend threaten to 
overwhelm us, remind us that you are still great 
enough and compassionate enough to hold this 
entire world in the palm of your hand. Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Creator God, hear our prayer. 
 

Just as your spirit first brought our clay to life, so 
now breathe your healing into all who crave 
wholeness, especially the family of Kimberly McGill, 
the family of Justin Johnson, Carmen Bryant, Paula 
Gutleben-Daubin, Carmen Smith, Marilyn, Michael 
Westcott, Michael Rasmussen, Constance Farber, 
Yim Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke 
de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Creator God, hear 
our prayer. 



We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Crown Bay Nursing and Rehabilitation in Alameda, 
the Lutheran Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East 
Bay Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the 
fullness of the life of Jessica Fleischman as she 
celebrates her birthday this week. Creator God, 
hear our prayer. 

All creation sings your praise, O Lord: that which has 
gone before and that which has yet to be. Join us 
eternally with our sisters and brothers living in your 
light perpetual, that we may one day join hands 
again as your heavenly family. Creator God, hear 
our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

You speak the word, and it is so. Receive our prayers 
and give us such hope in your promises that we 
never hesitate to ask, knowing that you hear us 
when we say, Amen! 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  

#771 
1 God, who stretched the spangled heavens 
 infinite in time and place, 
 flung the suns in burning radiance 
 through the silent fields of space: 
 we, your children in your likeness, 
 share inventive pow'rs with you; 
 great Creator, still creating, 
 show us what we yet may do. 
 

2 We have ventured worlds undreamed of 
 since the childhood of our race; 
 known the ecstasy of winging 
 through untraveled realms of space; 
 probed the secrets of the atom, 
 yielding unimagined pow'r, 
 facing us with life's destruction 
 or our most triumphant hour. 
 

3 As each far horizon beckons, 
 may it challenge us anew: 
 children of creative purpose, 
 serving others, hon'ring you. 
 May our dreams prove rich with promise; 
 each endeavor well begun; 
 great Creator, give us guidance 
 till our goals and yours are one. 
 

Text: Catherine Cameron, b. 1927   Text © 1967 Hope Publishing Company 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

