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Revelation paints a bleak and frightening picture. 
An evil beast rises to wreak havoc on this world.  

Its methods are effective, but insidious. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

 

 

Eternal Lord, 

We live in a world of anguish, and our sin only 
multiplies our suffering. Our despair discourages 
others. Our hopelessness paralyzes us from 
carrying out your work in the world. We pray for 
mercy, for strength, and for our faith to be 
restored, knowing that all good things come from 
you. Amen. 
 



God will indeed make all things new. Our Creator 
knows, hears, and answers the cries of our hearts. 
Despair no more, for the One who comes in power 
also comes in love, and death has no dominion in 
the world to come. Receive our Lord’s promise of 
pardon, renewal, and peace which knows no end. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN  Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand ACS #1024 

Refrain (English) 
 Here on Jesus Christ I will stand. 
 He's the solid rock of my life. 
 He's the solid rock of my life. 
 He's the solid rock of my life. 
 

1 There's no other place I can hide 
 till the storm that rages subsides. 
 My voice cries to God from the flood, 
 and I'm saved because of his blood.  Refrain 
 

2 It is not the work of my hands 
 that has washed away all my sins. 
 I'm redeemed, and all of my days, 
 Jesus Christ will be my heart's praise.  Refrain 
 

3 When my days on this earth are done, 
 and I stand at God's holy throne, 
 my heart will not have any fear; 
 in Christ's righteousness I am here.  Refrain 
 

Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966 

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global 

Ministries, GBGMusik 
English adapt. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global 

Ministries, GBGMusik 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, 
Although we tremble at the beasts and evil that 
walk among us, we have courage because you are 
more powerful than they. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING           Revelation 13:1-18 

1And I saw a beast rising out of the sea having ten 
horns and seven heads; and on its horns were ten 
diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous 
names. 2And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, 
its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a 
lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave it his power and 
his throne and great authority. 3One of its heads 
seemed to have received a death-blow, but its 
mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the 
whole earth followed the beast. 4They worshiped 
the dragon, for he had given his authority to the 
beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who 
is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 5The 
beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and 
blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months. 6It opened its 
mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 
blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, 
those who dwell in heaven. 7Also it was allowed to 
make war on the saints and to conquer them. It was 
given authority over every tribe and people and 
language and nation, 8and all the inhabitants of the 
earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not 
been written from the foundation of the world in 
the book of life of the Lamb that was 
slaughtered. 9Let anyone who has an ear listen: 10If 
you are to be taken captive, into captivity you go; if 
you kill with the sword, with the sword you must be 
killed. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of 
the saints. 
11Then I saw another beast that rose out of the 
earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like 
a dragon. 12It exercises all the authority of the first 
beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth and its 
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal 
wound had been healed. 13It performs great signs, 
even making fire come down from heaven to earth 
in the sight of all; 14and by the signs that it is 
allowed to perform on behalf of the beast, it 
deceives the inhabitants of earth, telling them to 
make an image for the beast that had been 
wounded by the sword and yet lived; 15and it was 
allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so 
that the image of the beast could even speak and 
cause those who would not worship the image of 



the beast to be killed. 16Also it causes all, both small 
and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, 
to be marked on the right hand or the 
forehead, 17so that no one can buy or sell who does 
not have the mark, that is, the name of the beast or 
the number of its name. 18This calls for wisdom: let 
anyone with understanding calculate the number of 
the beast, for it is the number of a person. Its 
number is six hundred sixty-six. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL              John 12:30-32 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 12th   

 chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all people to myself.” 

The Gospel of the Lord   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON              
   
HYMN  If You But Trust in God to Guide You #769 

1 If you but trust in God to guide you 
 with gentle hand through all your ways, 
 you'll find that God is there beside you 
 when crosses come, in trying days. 
 Trust then in God's unchanging love; 
 build on the rock that will not move. 
 

2 What gain is there in anxious weeping, 
 in helpless anger and distress? 
 If you are in your Savior's keeping, 
 in sorrow will he love you less? 
 For Christ who took for you a cross 
 will bring you safe through ev'ry loss. 
 

3 The Lord our restless hearts is holding, 
 in peace and quietness content. 
 We rest in God's good will unfolding, 
 what wisdom from on high has sent. 
 God, who has chosen us by grace, 
 knows very well the fears we face. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving, 
 offer your service faithfully. 
 Trust heaven's word; though undeserving, 
 you'll find this promise true to be. 
 This is our confidence indeed:  
 God never fails in time of need. 
 

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite 

Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Lord God, you show us that despite the evil in the 
world, we follow one who is far more powerful. 
Teach us to follow the ways of justice, peace, 
goodness, and love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 

As the summer nears its end, walk with students 
who are beginning a new school year. Bless 
teachers, administrators, and all who work in our 
educational systems as they educate, nurture, and 
love our kids. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

As our weather turns, help us to heal the planet so 

that it can continue to sustain life. Show us how to 
care for the earth, and the plants, animals, and 
people who live on it. Help us not to destroy, but to 
heal. Lord, in your mercy, our prayer. 
 



We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for those 
suffering lasting effects from the virus, and for 
medical workers. We pray especially those in 
countries and regions with limited access to 
vaccines. We pray for those enduring famine and 
hunger and for those experiencing homelessness. 
We pray for all who are ill, for all who will receive no 
medical care. Heal them with your loving might. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Spread your healing wings over all who are in need 
of your love and care. Lessen pain, lower fear, and 
heal bodies, minds, and souls, especially for Carmen 
Smith, Marilyn, Michael Westcott, Eric Abrahamson, 
Michael Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, Constance 
Farber, Yim Mui, Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, 
Hilke de Arce, Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don 
Ladue, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy 
Stich, Patricia Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, 
Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, 
Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, 
Christine Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Church of Christ in Alameda, the Lutheran Church of 
Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran Ministry to 
Nursing Homes, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth 
Program. We pray for the fullness of the life of 
Marilyn Ohm-Smith as she celebrates her birthday 
this week. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

To those who see your face, and who bear your 
name on their foreheads, we give thanks and long 
for our final and perfect communion within your 
holy family, in our forever home. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Hear our prayers, holy God, as we uplift all who 
need your healing and comforting presence. For the 
sake of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

  
LORD’S PRAYER  

You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, 

and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN    Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer  #618 

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 where the healing waters flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 
 Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
 shield me with your mighty arm, 
 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side. 
 Songs and praises, songs and praises, 
 I will raise forevermore, 
 I will raise forevermore. 
 

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr.  

William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	For Christ who took for you a cross
	BLESSING

