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Stephen was called to serve the widows and to proclaim the radical words  
of justice and peace to a weary and unjust world.  

It cost him his life, but the effects of his words still have positive effects on people today. 
 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Risen Lord, 
We admit that we are slow to believe, and even 
slower to follow where you lead us. We doubt your  

 

promise, divide your people, and fail to proclaim 
the power of your resurrection. We choose to live 
small lives when you have given us the biggest gift 
of all: your eternal life. Forgive us. Raise us up to a 
place where we can serve you faithfully. 

Christ is arisen, bringing gifts of life, mercy and 
pardon for sin! Believe that you are forgiven, and go 
out and live in the joy of your Lord’s resurrection in 
the power of God’s Holy Spirit. Amen. 



HYMN      Sing with All the Saints in Glory           #426 

1 Sing with all the saints in glory, 
 sing the resurrection song! 
 Death and sorrow, earth's dark story, 
 to the former days belong. 
 All around the clouds are breaking, 
 soon the storms of time shall cease; 
 in God's likeness we awaken, 
 knowing everlasting peace. 
 

2 Oh, what glory, far exceeding 
 all that eye has yet perceived! 
 Holiest hearts for ages pleading 
 never that full joy conceived. 
 God has promised, Christ prepares it, 
 there on high our welcome waits. 
 Ev'ry humble spirit shares it, 
 Christ has passed the eternal gates. 
 

3 Life eternal! heav'n rejoices: 
 Jesus lives who once was dead. 
 Shout with joy, O deathless voices! 
 Child of God, lift up your head! 
 Life eternal! Oh, what wonders 
 crowd on faith; what joy unknown, 
 when, amid earth's closing thunders, 
 saints shall stand before the throne! 
 

Text: William J. Irons, 1812-1883, alt. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. God of might, 
Your messengers’ words were not always well 
received, but they were full of your truth. Give us 
courage to speak out in the face of injustice and 
opposition, confident that you will strengthen us 
by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
CHILDREN OF GOD 
 

READING           Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60 
1Now during those days, when the disciples were 
increasing in number, the Hellenists complained against 
the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected 
in the daily distribution of food. 2And the twelve called 
together the whole community of the disciples and said, “It 
is not right that we should neglect the word of God in 
order to wait on tables. 3Therefore, friends, select from 
among yourselves seven men of good standing, full of the 

Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to this task, 
4while we, for our part, will devote ourselves to prayer and 
to serving the word.” 5What they said pleased the whole 
community, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. 6They had these men stand before the apostles, 
who prayed and laid their hands on them. 7The word of 
God continued to spread; the number of the disciples 
increased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests became obedient to the faith. 
8Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and 
signs among the people. 9Then some of those who 
belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. 10But 
they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with 
which he spoke. 11Then they secretly instigated some men 
to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words 
against Moses and God.” 12They stirred up the people as 
well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly 
confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the 
council. 13They set up false witnesses who said, “This man 
never stops saying things against this holy place and the 
law; 14for we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the 
customs that Moses handed on to us.” 15And all who sat in 
the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his 
face was like the face of an angel. 
1Then the high priest asked him, “Are these things so?” 
2aAnd Stephen replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me.  
44“Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the 
wilderness, as God directed when he spoke to Moses, 
ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had 
seen. 45Our ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua 
when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out 
before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of 
David, 46who found favor with God and asked that he 
might find a dwelling place for the house of Jacob. 47But it 
was Solomon who built a house for him. 48Yet the Most 
High does not dwell in houses made with human hands; as 
the prophet says, 49‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is 
my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, 
says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50Did not my 
hand make all these things?’ 
51“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and 
ears, you are forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just as your 
ancestors used to do. 52Which of the prophets did your 
ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold 
the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have 
become his betrayers and murderers. 53You are the ones 
that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you 
have not kept it.” 
54When they heard these things, they became enraged 
and ground their teeth at Stephen. 55But filled with the 
Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 



God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in 
a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he died. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                          Luke 23:33-34a, 46 
33When they came to the place that is called The 
Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left.34Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know 
what they are doing.” 46Then Jesus, crying with a 
loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed 
his last. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   
HYMN                 Founded on Faith        ACS #1048 

1 Founded on faith, the church—alive by grace— 
 proclaims the gospel here and ev'ry place. 
 The word of God resounds through time and  

space: 
 Alleluia! 

2 Your cross, O Christ, renews our life each day. 
 Baptized in you, we learn and teach and pray. 
 Fed by your love, with thankful hearts, we say: 
 Alleluia! 
 

3 Equipped by prayer, we live the Spirit's call. 
 Empow'red to serve with gifts, both great and  

small, 
 we bring the living hope of God to all. 
 Alleluia! 
 

4 Growing in grace for God's created earth, 
 we yearn for justice, peace, and human worth; 
 a world restored; a faithful, caring church. 
 Alleluia! 

5 Founded on faith, called forth, empow'red to  
serve, 

 we share God's endless love without reserve. 
 Then let us shout aloud the living Word! 
 Alleluia! 

Text: Paul D. Weber, b. 1949Text © 2017 Paul D. Weber, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Stephen spoke your truth with conviction, and the 
people rejected him. May we find the strength that 
transcends our desire not to lose popularity, 
approval, or our own security for the sake of your 
gospel’s justice. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

The early church’s neglect of their widows 
demonstrates how easily even we people of faith 
forget to care for the vulnerable among us. Keep us 
mindful of others’ needs amid our many competing 
concerns. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

Stones meant to strengthen, protect, and build up 
can also be used to destroy and kill. May we choose 
intelligent ways of employing your resources for the 
benefit of all, and not plundering them for our own 
selfish purposes. God of wisdom, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for 
medical workers, and for all who await the vaccine. 
We pray for those enduring famine and hunger and 
for those experiencing homelessness. We pray for 
all who are ill, for all who receive no medical care. 
Heal them with your loving might. God of wisdom, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Protect those who are endangered by the physically, 
emotionally and spiritually abusive, and help them 
to escape unsafe environments where their well-



being is threatened. Heal the sick in body and soul, 
especially Michael Rasmussen, Larry Haskins, Carol 
Emerson, Eva Jolley, Constance Farber, Yim Mui, 
Adrienne McDonnell, Sophia Loera, Hilke de Arce, 
Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, Buddy 
and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia 
Runo, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, 
Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Dennis Laine, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt, Christine 
Winberg and Dorothy Wingire. God of wisdom, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Oakland, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Pamela Wong and Jim Ostergren as they 
celebrate their birthdays this week. God of wisdom, 
hear our prayer. 

For Stephen and all faithful martyrs we give you 
thanks, and look to their faithful examples of how to 
live as your followers. God of wisdom, hear our 
prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of  
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power 
to begin living out our faith, by the power of your 
Son our savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that 
you may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and 
life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 
HYMN              I Love to Tell the Story    #661 

1 I love to tell the story 
 of unseen things above, 
 of Jesus and his glory, 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 I love to tell the story, 
 because I know it's true; 
 it satisfies my longings 
 as nothing else would do. 
 

Refrain 
 I love to tell the story; 
 'twill be my theme in glory 
 to tell the old, old story 
 of Jesus and his love. 
 

2 I love to tell the story: 
 how pleasant to repeat 
 what seems, each time I tell it, 
 more wonderfully sweet! 
 I love to tell the story, 
 for some have never heard 
 the message of salvation 
 from God's own holy word.  Refrain 
 

3 I love to tell the story, 
 for those who know it best 
 seem hungering and thirsting 
 to hear it like the rest. 
 And when, in scenes of glory, 
 I sing the new, new song, 
 I'll sing the old, old story 
 that I have loved so long.  Refrain 
 

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

