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John the Baptist prepared those in the wilderness for Jesus’ coming. 
Once baptized, people would need to decide… were they ready for change or resistant to it? 

 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

God of light, 
You light a fire within us and ask us to shine, but 
we are quick to hide and make excuses. We shrink 

from challenges, avoid responsibility, and deny the 
goodness of your creation. We seek hollow praise 
and then don’t believe it. Forgive us for hiding our 
God-given light and remaining self-absorbed.  

Children of God, never fear, for you have always 
lived in the mercy of your creator. Hear the words of 
absolution and believe them: you are forgiven, you 
are made whole, you are restored to God. 
Hallelujah! Amen. 
 



HYMN  Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized   #304 

1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, 
God's Spirit on you came, 
as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
as urgent as a flame, 
as urgent as a flame. 
 

2 God called you, "My beloved Son"; 
you are God's servant true, 
sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, 
God's holy will to do, 
God's holy will to do. 
 

3 Straightway and steadfast until death 
you then obeyed the call 
to serve with free and willing heart, 
to give your life for all, 
to give your life for all. 
 

4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 
your cross on us be signed, 
that likewise in God's service we 
may perfect freedom find, 
may perfect freedom find. 

 
Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt. 
Text © 1985 Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated.  

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. God of truth, 
Through John you challenged your people to 
repent. Move us also to put aside the things that 
get in the way of truly serving you, for the sake of 
Jesus our savior. Amen. 
 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
Pastor Craig Minich shares a special message for our 
children and the young at heart 

 

READING               Luke 3:1-22 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor 
Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during 
the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 

word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of 
the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be 
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall 
see the salvation of God.’” 7John said to the crowds 
that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now 
the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked 
him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said 
to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with 
anyone who has none; and whoever has food must 
do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what 
should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more 
than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also 
asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said 
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with 
your wages.” 
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all 
were questioning in their hearts concerning John, 
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered 
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So, 
with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the 
good news to the people. 19But Herod the ruler, who 
had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his 
brother’s wife, and because of all the evil things that 
Herod had done, 20added to them all by shutting up 
John in prison. 
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when 
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit 



descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 
READING                                                   Psalm 51:6-17 
6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach 
me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you 
have crushed rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 
iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do 
not take your holy spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain 
in me a willing spirit. 
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and 
sinners will return to you. 
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my 
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 
15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare 
your praise. 
16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give 
a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 
despise. 

Word of God, Word of Life.      Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON              
   

HYMN         This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now  #448 
1 This is the Spirit's entry now: 
 the water and the word, 
 the cross of Jesus on your brow, 
 the seal both felt and heard. 
 

2 This miracle of life reborn 
 comes from the Lord of breath; 
 the sinless one from life was torn; 
 our life comes through his death. 
 

 
 
 
 

3 Let water be the sacred sign 
 that we must die each day 
 to rise again by his design 
 as foll'wers of his way. 
 

4 Renewing Spirit, hear our praise 
 for your baptismal pow'r 
 that washes us through all our days. 
 Come, cleanse again this hour. 
 

Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933 
Text © Thomas E. Herbranson, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

You invite us to open our hearts to your message of 
transformation, but it is still up to us to do so. Give 
us courage to take the plunge into a life of service, 
with all its surprises and challenges. God of power, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Show us how to serve you in our jobs, 
responsibilities and leisure so that our daily lives 
reflect the restored relationship which we have with 
you. God of power, hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 



Your creative might could raise children from 
stones. Teach us to regard all that you have made 
with awe, and likewise to care for it with diligence 
and love. God of power, hear our prayer. 
 

God, our peace and our strength, we continue our 
prayers for those impacted by or grieving because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Protect the most 
vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and 
clarity to health care workers, especially as their 
work caring for others puts them at great risk. Make 
us mindful of the sacrifices others make for our own 
wellbeing. God of power, hear our prayer. 
 

Not every disease or ailment is visible, nor is 
sickness always a physical experience. Heal those 
things which plague our minds and spirits as well as 
our bodies, and restore us to wholeness in you. Be 
with those whose names we bring before you today, 
especially Constance Farber, Mike Dude,Nick Hayes, 
Kimberly Gutleben Sanchez, Caleb Sanchez, Adrienne 
McDonnell, Ollie & Kelly Becker, Hilke de Arce, 
Jackson Bohm, Mary Clevenger, Don Ladue, Buddy 
and Sherri Scott, Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia 
Runo, Bob Abbe, Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate 
Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Fran 
Kofranek, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie 
Prewitt and Dorothy Wingire. God of power, hear 
our prayer. 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Viki Jacobson, Fran Kofranek, Aaron 
Norboe and Anne Winberg as they celebrate their 
birthdays this week. God of power, hear our prayer. 

With all your saints we praise you, in this life and 
the next, remembering the amazing things you have 
done for us. God of power, hear our prayer. 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as 
we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to you 
through your son Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
May God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the 

beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ 
keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN      He Came Down          #253 
 

1 He came down that we may have love; 
 he came down that we may have love; 
 he came down that we may have love; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

2 He came down that we may have light; 
 he came down that we may have light; 
 he came down that we may have light; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

3 He came down that we may have peace; 
 he came down that we may have peace; 
 he came down that we may have peace; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

4 He came down that we may have joy; 
 he came down that we may have joy; 
 he came down that we may have joy; 
 hallelujah forevermore. 
 

Text: Cameroon traditional  

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

