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From the beginning of creation, God’s primary focus was the nurture of humanity.  
Once fallen, God continued to love and care for people,  

healing their shame and forgiving their sin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

God of all ages, 
You have chosen us as your own, yet we so often 
live as if it were not so. We succumb to things 
which are not good for us. We believe we know 
better than you. We refuse to put our trust in your 
promises. Sweep away our foolishness and bring  
us back into a trusting relationship with the one 
who has lovingly created us and longs to be our 
strength and life. 
 

Dear people, hear the joyful words that God has 
forgiven us! Our misdeeds and folly are forgotten; 
grace and mercy abound. Let us give thanks that we 
have a compassionate creator! Amen. 
 
HYMN      Morning Has Broken       #556 
1 Morning has broken like the first morning; 
 blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
 Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
 Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 

2 Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven, 
 like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
 Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
 sprung in completeness where God's feet pass. 
 

3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 
 born of the one light Eden saw play! 
 Praise with elation, praise ev'ry morning, 
 God's recreation of the new day! 
 
Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965 

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Merciful God, 
You created people not as subjects to rule, but as  
partners in tending and enjoying this bountiful 
earth. Help us release our shame and guilt over 
what we have done wrong, accepting instead your 
mercy and forgiveness offered through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Pastor Craig Minich shares a special message for our 
children and the young at heart 

 

READING                       Genesis 2:4b-7,15-17; 3:1-8 
4These are the generations of the heavens and the 
earth when they were created. In the day that 
the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, 5when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—
for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was no one to till the ground; 6but 
a stream would rise from the earth, and water the 
whole face of the ground— 7then the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the 
man became a living being. 
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the 
garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16And 
the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely 
eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 
wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor 
shall you touch it, or you shall die.’“ 4But the 
serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 
6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 



took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then 
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. 8They 
heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  

Word of God, Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL                                                              Luke 11:4 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 11th 
chapter.                   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 
everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the 
time of trial.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              
 
HYMN   Lord our God, with Praise We Come #730 
1 Lord our God, with praise we come before you. 
 Let all nations humbly now implore you. 
 May we endeavor to praise you ever, 
 and ceasing never, 
 may we forever adore you. 
 

2 God is God, though lands were all forsaken. 
 God is God, though all by death were taken. 
 Although all races had left no traces, 
 in starry spaces 
 God's love embraces creation. 
 

3 Vales and hills shall move from their 
foundations; 

 heav'n and earth shall crash in consternation; 
 mountains transcending will have their ending. 
 Then Christ descending 
 shall bring unending salvation. 
 
Text: Peter Dass, 1647-1707; tr. Peter A. Sveeggen, 1881-1959, alt. 

Text © 1951 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

↑APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

The things which are forbidden are often the most 
tempting, and we seem to love pursuing them. 
Stand between us and our shame, that we might 
choose instead a path of joy and freedom, and live 
in the grace which you have offered. God of 
compassion, hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all grandparents—those who care for and love 
their children’s children, those who serve as 
surrogate elder mentors, and those who long for 
grandchildren but do not have any. Strengthen ties 
between generations that each might be blessed 
and enriched by the other. God of compassion, hear 
our prayer. 
 

Loving creator, you have given us this great garden 
of earth to till and keep. May we resist the 
temptation to exploit and misuse is out of greed or 
possessiveness, choosing instead to cultivate its 
beauty and share its fruits equitably and justly. God 
of compassion, hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



God, our peace and our strength, we continue our 
prayers for those impacted by or grieving because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Protect the most 
vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and 
clarity to health care workers, especially as their 
work caring for others puts them at great risk. Make 
us mindful of the sacrifices others make for our own 
wellbeing. God of compassion, hear our prayer. 
So many people are burdened with shame over 
events long past. Help us all to release what no 
longer serves us and be open to your renewing love. 
Send your healing to all who need it, especially 
Maverick James Luque, Jackson Bohm, Mary 
Clevenger, Don and Robin Mitchell, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Marla, Katherine Dupuich, 
Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Bob Abbe, 
Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don 
Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Fran Kofranek, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt and Dorothy 
Wingire. God of compassion, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Christ Lutheran Church in El Cerrito, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the life of Jessica Fleischman as she celebrates her 
birthday this week. God of compassion, hear our 
prayer. 
 

We remember John Chrysostom, Bishop of 
Constantinople, all courageous preachers of your 
gospel. Make us bold proclaimers of grace and 
mercy. God of compassion, hear our prayer. 
 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Receive these prayers and all those which we offer 
in silence, for the sake of our savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 

May Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN      Praise to the Lord     #858 
 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
     the King of creation! 
 O my soul, praise him,  
     for he is your health and salvation! 
 Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration! 
 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things  
     is wondrously reigning 
 and, as on wings of an eagle, 
     uplifting, sustaining. 
 Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
 sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work  
     and defend you; 
 surely his goodness and mercy  
     shall daily attend you. 
 Ponder anew what the Almighty can do if with  
     his love he befriend you. 
 

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me  
     adore him! 
 All that has life and breath,  
     come now with praises before him! 
 Let the amen sound from his people again. 
 Gladly forever adore him! 
 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

