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Abram doubted that God would fulfill God’s promise of descendants.  
But God reaffirmed God’s promise,  

stating Abram’s descendants would be as numerous as the stars.  
Often God’s promises are grand, and they are fulfilled in surprising ways. 

 

 

 

 



☩ THE SERVICE ☩
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 
 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 
 

God of all ages, 
You have chosen us as your own, yet we so often 
live as if it were not so. We succumb to things 
which are not good for us. We believe we know 
better than you. We refuse to put our trust in your 
promises. Sweep away our foolishness and bring  
us back into a trusting relationship with the one 
who has lovingly created us and longs to be our 
strength and life. 
Dear people, hear the joyful words that God has 
forgiven us! Our misdeeds and folly are forgotten; 
grace and mercy abound. Let us give thanks that we 
have a compassionate creator! Amen. 
 
HYMN  God Moves in a Mysterious Way   LBW #483 
1 God moves in a mysterious way, 
 his wonders to perform; 
 he plants his footsteps in the sea 
 and rides upon the storm. 
 

2 Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
 but trust him for his grace; 
 behind a frowning providence 
 faith sees a smiling face. 
 

3 Blind unbelief is sure to err 
 and scan his work in vain; 
 God is his own interpreter, 
 and he will make it plain. 
 

4 You fearful saints, fresh courage take; 
 the clouds you so much dread 
 are big with mercy and shall break 
 in blessing on your head. 
 

Text: William Cowper, 1731-1800, alt. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Almighty God, 
You long for us to trust that you hold our lives 
safely in your hands. Reveal the surprises you have 
for us in your good time, and show us that your 
mercy never fails us, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Pastor Craig Minich shares a special message for our 
children and the young at heart 

 

READING                                 Genesis 15:1-6 

After these things the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 
2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give 
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 
“You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of 
the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your 
heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able 
to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and 
the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Word of God, Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL                                                                Luke 3:8 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd 
chapter.                   Glory to you, O Lord. 
8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON              
   

 
 
 



HYMN   Blessed Be the God of Israel    #250 
1 Blessed be the God of Israel 
 who comes to set us free 
 and raises up new hope for us: 
 a Branch from David’s tree. 
 So have the prophets long declared  
 that with a mighty arm 
 God would turn back our enemies  
 and all who wish us harm. 
 

2 With promised mercy will God still 
 the covenant recall, 
 the oath once sworn to Abraham, 
 from foes to save us all; 
 that we might worship without fear 
 and offer lives of praise, 
 in holiness and righteousness 
 to serve God all our days. 
 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord 
 you will prepare the way, 
 to tell God’s people they are saved  
 from sin’s eternal sway. 
 Then shall God’s mercy from on high 
 shine forth and never cease 
 to drive away the gloom of death 
 and lead us into peace. 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944, based on Luke 1:68-79 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, 

 
↑APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Often the plans we make look nothing like the 
amazing future you have in store for us. Keep us 
open to the unexpected and surprise us with your 
grace. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

As the days and nights even out and we reach the 
midpoint of the season, we pause to thank you for 
the fruits of the earth, the beauty of nature, and our 
interdependence with this planet on which we live. 
Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving creator, you have given us this great garden 
When we try to count the stars, we fall short; how 
easily we underestimate the vastness of your 
creation. Give us respect for our relative size within 
the cosmos and awe at the splendor of all that you 
have made. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

God, our peace and our strength, we continue our 
prayers for those impacted by or grieving because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Protect the most 
vulnerable among us. Grant wisdom, patience, and 
clarity to health care workers, especially as their 
work caring for others puts them at great risk. Make 
us mindful of the sacrifices others make for our own 
wellbeing. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

Be present with those who have given up hope of 
anything improving in their lives, and compel us to 
encourage others by the promises you give to all. 
Send your healing strength to those whom we name 
today- Maverick James Luque, Jackson Bohm, Mary 
Clevenger, Don and Robin Mitchell, Don Ladue, 
Buddy and Sherri Scott, Marla, Katherine Dupuich, 
Kelly Wentz, Nancy Stich, Patricia Runo, Bob Abbe, 
Evelyn Berger, Gail Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don 
Groskreutz, Geoff Kline, Fran Kofranek, Michael 
Lamb, Maddy Pearce, Willie Prewitt and Dorothy 
Wingire. Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Church of Christ in Alameda, the Lutheran Church of 
Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran Ministry to 
Nursing Homes, and the East Bay Lutheran Youth 
Program. We pray for the fullness of the lives of 
Ruth Dow, Aidan Lamb and Cindy Mills as they 



celebrate their birthdays this week. Faithful God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We celebrate Bishop Nelson Wesley Trout and all 
who have played pioneering roles in your earthly 
church. Give us courage to walk where you lead, 
even if no one has ever walked that way before. 
Faithful God, hear our prayer. 
 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

Here other petitions may be offered. To offer an 
intercession aloud, please unmute yourself. 

Our prayers—and our lives—are safe within your 
hands. We trust in your faithfulness and give thanks 
that you have heard us, for the sake of Jesus. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    
You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 

May Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN   Praise to You, O God of Mercy      #208 
1 Praise to you, O God of mercy: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Raising high the weak and lowly: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 

2 From of old you loved and sought us: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Truth and justice you have taught us: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 

Bridge 
 Strong is your faithfulness, 
 strong is your love, 
 rememb'ring your covenant of life with us. 
 

3 Praise to you, O God of mercy: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Raising high the weak and lowly: 
 thanks be to you forever! 
 Thanks be to you forever! 
 

Text: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  
Thanks be to God.  


	BLESSING

