
 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH  

1323 Central Ave, Alameda CA    (510) 522-5220 
Anchored in Faith.  Serving Our Neighbor.  Singing God’s Praise. 

 
Generosity 

 July 5, 2020 
 

www.trinityalameda.org  
Rev. Stephanie Johnson, Pastor (510) 846-0883 

Rev. Craig Minich, Pastor: East Bay Lutheran Youth Program 
Rev. Ned O’Donnell, Pastor: Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes 

 

Early Christian communities often struggled to get their resources met, while others thrived.  
Paul encouraged the Corinthians to show their generosity so that all the early Christian 

communities could thrive. 
 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Loving God, 
When our path becomes difficult, we do not 
always turn to you. We look for an easy way out. 

We escape in avoidance and addiction. We forget 
your promises and seek what does not satisfy. 
Forgive us and bring us back into the strength of 
your Spirit. 
God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and 
believe that your sins are washed away and that 
new life is yours through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 



HYMN     As We Gather at Your Table    #522 
 

1 As we gather at your table,  
as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence;  
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story  
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet  
how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 
send us forth to love and serve you,  
bringing peace where there is strife. 
Give us, Christ, your great compassion  
to forgive as you forgave; 
may we still behold your image  
in the world you died to save. 
 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome  

 those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us  
nor will pride our peace destroy, 
as we join with saints and angels  
to repeat the sounding joy. 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.  
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Generous God, 
You call us to share what we have been given. 
Open us to the needs of others that we might be 
blessed through our giving, through Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Pastor Craig Minich shares a special message for our 
children and the young at heart 

 

 

READING                        2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about 
the grace of God that has been granted to the 

churches of Macedonia; 2for during a severe ordeal 
of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity 
on their part. 3For, as I can testify, they voluntarily 
gave according to their means, and even beyond 
their means, 4begging us earnestly for the privilege 
of sharing in this ministry to the saints— 5and this, 
not merely as we expected; they gave themselves 
first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us, 6so 
that we might urge Titus that, as he had already 
made a beginning, so he should also complete this 
generous undertaking among you. 
7Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, 
in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love 
for you—so we want you to excel also in this 
generous undertaking. 8I do not say this as a 
command, but I am testing the genuineness of your 
love against the earnestness of others. 9For you 
know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, so that by his poverty you might become 
rich. 10And in this matter I am giving my advice: it is 
appropriate for you who began last year not only to 
do something but even to desire to do 
something— 11now finish doing it, so that your 
eagerness may be matched by completing it 
according to your means. 12For if the eagerness is 
there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 
has—not according to what one does not have. 13I 
do not mean that there should be relief for others 
and pressure on you, but it is a question of a fair 
balance between 14your present abundance and 
their need, so that their abundance may be for your 
need, in order that there may be a fair balance. 15As 
it is written, “The one who had much did not have 
too much, and the one who had little did not have 
too little.” 
Word of God, Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   

HYMN     Take My Life, That I May Be      #685 
 

1 Take my life, that I may be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

2 Take my hands and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be 
 swift and beautiful for thee.  
 



3 Take my voice and let me sing 
 always, only, for my King; 
 take my lips and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee.  
 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 
 not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use 
 ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.  
 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 
 it shall be no longer mine. 
 Take my heart, it is thine own, 
 it shall be thy royal throne.  
 

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour  
 at thy feet its treasure store; 
 take myself, and I will be 
 ever, only, all for thee. 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt. 

 
 
↑APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

Your people are woven into a web of  
interdependence, where one’s surplus may supply 
another’s lack, and where there is always more than 
enough to go around. Guard us from the smallness 

of hoarding what we have and losing sight of all the 
true blessings in life. God of plenty, hear our prayer. 
 

When those in one part of the world are suffering, 
your people in other places respond in love. 
Continue to connect us in this unity, which is 
motivated by your Spirit’s compassion. God of 
plenty, hear our prayer. 
 

Enlighten us by nature’s balance between light and 
dark, growth and dormancy, death and rebirth, and 
teach us to appreciate the changing and 
complementary seasons of our lives, whether they 
be marked by abundance or scarcity. God of plenty, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our 
nation and the world as we continue to face 
uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most 
vulnerable among us, especially all who are 
currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, 
patience, and clarity to health care workers, 
especially as their work caring for others puts them 
at great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to 
prepare and respond in our families, congregations, 
workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to 
face this time not with fear but with compassion, 
concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide 
with us always. God of plenty, hear our prayer. 
 

It is easy to turn inward when we believe we do not 
have enough to survive or thrive. Expand our hearts 
with gratitude for all the intangible joys of life: 
health, happiness, and love. Send your Spirit’s 
blessing to those who especially need it this day…  
Marla, Buddy and Sherri Scott, Katherine Dupuich, 
Kelly Wentz, Ollie Becker, Bob O’Sullivan, Nancy 
Stich, Patricia Runo, Bob Abbe, Evelyn Berger, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff 
Kline, Fran Kofranek, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, 
Willie Prewitt and Dorothy Wingire. God of plenty, 
hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Alameda Korean Presbyterian Church, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. God of plenty, hear our 
prayer. 
 

Reminders of life’s fragility are all around us, urging 
us both to treasure the time we have on this earth 
and use it to your glory. Unite us with those who 
have preceded us in faith and life, and make their 



lives shine as examples before us of how to live as 
your devoted children. God of plenty, hear our 
prayer. 
 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

   Here other petitions may be offered. 
 

We belong to you, O God, and that is enough. Hold 
all our prayers in your safekeeping and awaken us to 
live the lives to which you are calling us, in Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 
 

☩ MEAL ☩ 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Friends,  
We have gathered together around our many 
tables, trusting that through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, God is building a great table, 
one that transcends the distance between us. 
 
When Jesus took the bread and broke it in the 
presence of those disciples he walked with on the 
Emmaus road, they recognized him. 
May we, those who gather around Christ’s table, 
recognize him in this meal that unites us in Christ 
and with one another. 
May we find in this meal both compassion and joy,  
strength and consolation, healing and wholeness. 

*adapted from A Prayer for Communion When We Are Separated by 
April Fiet 

 
JESUS’ WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER    

You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
Let us remember that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. And may 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in 
eternal love. Amen. 
 
HYMN  The Church of Christ, in Every Age      #729 
 

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
 must claim and test its heritage 
 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

2 Across the world, across the street, 
 the victims of injustice cry 
 for shelter and for bread to eat, 
 and never live before they die. 
 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 
 a caring church that longs to be 
 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 

4 For he alone, whose blood was shed, 
 can cure the fever in our blood, 
 and teach us how to share our bread 
 and feed the starving multitude. 
 

5 We have no mission but to serve 
 in full obedience to our Lord; 
 to care for all, without reserve, 
 and spread his liberating word. 
 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God.  
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