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The pressures of the Corinthian community were pressing in on the baby Christian community. 
Paul encouraged the people to walk by faith, not by sight— 

see with the Spirit of God rather than with eyes. 
 

 

☩ THE SERVICE ☩

ANNOUNCEMENTS    
 

☩ GATHERING ☩ 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We confess our sins before God and one another. 

 Pause for silence and reflection. 

Loving God, 
When our path becomes difficult, we do not 
always turn to you. We look for an easy way out. 

We escape in avoidance and addiction. We forget 
your promises and seek what does not satisfy. 
Forgive us and bring us back into the strength of 
your Spirit. 
God is generous and loving and forgiving. Hear and 
believe that your sins are washed away and that 
new life is yours through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
 



HYMN     O Come, All Ye Faithful    #283 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 
O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

2 The highest, most holy, 
 light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, 
sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. All-wise God, 
You long for us to look upon the world through the 
loving eyes of your Spirit. Help us to see as you do, 
giving ourselves where we are needed, for the sake 
of Jesus our Lord, Amen. 

 

☩ WORD ☩ 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Pastor Craig Minich shares a special message for our 
children and the young at heart 

 

 

READING                        2 Corinthians 5:1-21 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2For 
in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our 
heavenly dwelling— 3if indeed, when we have 
taken it off we will not be found naked. 4For while 
we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, 
because we wish not to be unclothed but to be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life. 5He who has prepared us for 
this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as 
a guarantee. 6So we are always confident; even 
though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord— 7for we walk by 
faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and 
we would rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of 
us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
so that each may receive recompense for what has 
been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to 
persuade others; but we ourselves are well known 
to God, and I hope that we are also well known to 
your consciences. 
12We are not commending ourselves to you again, 
but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so 
that you may be able to answer those who boast in 
outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if 
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in 
our right mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ 
urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died 
for all, so that those who live might live no longer 
for themselves, but for him who died and was raised 
for them. 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a 
human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! 18All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, 
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is 
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on 



behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our 
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 

Word of God, Word of Life.       
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON              
   

HYMN     O Little Town of Bethlehem       #279 
1 O little town of Bethlehem, 
 how still we see thee lie! 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 the silent stars go by; 
 yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 the everlasting light. 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 are met in thee tonight. 
 

2 For Christ is born of Mary, 
 and, gathered all above 
 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 their watch of wond'ring love. 
 O morning stars, together 
 proclaim the holy birth, 
 and praises sing to God the king, 
 and peace to all the earth! 
 

3 How silently, how silently 
 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 
 So God imparts to human hearts 
 the blessings of his heav'n. 
 No ear may hear his coming; 
 but, in this world of sin, 
 where meek souls will receive him, still 
 the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 
 descend to us, we pray; 
 cast out our sin, and enter in, 
 be born in us today. 
 We hear the Christmas angels 
 the great glad tidings tell; 
 oh, come to us, abide with us, 
 our Lord Immanuel! 
 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 

 
 
 
 
 
 

↑APOSTLES’ CREED                                           
Let us profess our faith in the words of the 

Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again;  
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 
in need. 
 

   A brief silence. 
 

You have given us the ministry of reconciliation, O 
God, that your children might know and live in your 
unifying Spirit. Help us to let go of past 
preoccupations, grudges and insults, and move 
forward in renewed relationships. Holy God, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Be present with those who live in places where 
conflict and disease dominate the landscape. 
Protect children, unite families and grant safe 
refuge for all who need it. Holy God, hear our 
prayer. 
 

In Christ all is made new. Bless the work of those 
who find ways of cleaning up a polluted planet and 
preserving the life which depends upon it. May we 
find our own restoration in caring for all you have 
made. Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our 
nation and the world as we face new uncertainties 
around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable 
among us, especially all who are currently sick or in 
isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to 
health care workers, especially as their work caring 
for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we 
consider how best to prepare and respond in our 
families, congregations, workplaces, and 
communities. Give us courage to face these days 



not with fear but with compassion, concern, and 
acts of service, trusting that you abide with us 
always. Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

We sometimes become preoccupied by the 
complaints of our physical bodies and blind to the 
world outside of ourselves. Show us a better way of 
caring for these temporary temples, nourishing and 
using them in ways which honor you and maintain 
our health. Bless all those who struggle with 
particular challenges, especially Kelly Wentz, Ollie 
Becker, Bob O’Sullivan, Jackson Bohm, Nancy Stich, 
Patricia Runo, Bob Abbe, Evelyn Berger, Gail 
Cromack, Kate Ganschow, Don Groskreutz, Geoff 
Kline, Fran Kofranek, Michael Lamb, Maddy Pearce, 
Willie Prewitt and Dorothy Wingire. Holy God, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We pray for the ministries of your WORD, for Trinity 
Church Council, the priesthood of all believers; 
Alameda Christian Science Church, the Lutheran 
Church of Kagitumba in Rwanda, the Lutheran 
Ministry to Nursing Homes, and the East Bay 
Lutheran Youth Program. We pray for the fullness of 
the lives of Mike Luque, Alice Chalip, Winnie Chan 
and Diane Alexander as they celebrate their 
birthdays this week. Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

We grieve those who are no longer with us, 
although we know they are safe and loved in your 
eternal home. Keep us united in spirit until that day 
when we shall see their faces again in your heavenly 
kingdom. Holy God, hear our prayer. 
 

At this time, you are invited to pray the prayers of 
your heart, either silently or aloud. 
 

   Here other petitions may be offered. 
 

We trust in your faithfulness, O God, to both hear 
our prayers and respond to them in the way which 
serves us and your world best. We pray all of these 
things in the name of Jesus our savior. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER    

You are invited to pray in the version or language of your 
choice. 

 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

☩ SENDING ☩ 
BLESSING 
Let us remember that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. And may 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep you in 
eternal love. Amen. 
 
HYMN         Joy to the World          #267 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 
SHARING THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is risen. 
Thanks be to God.  
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