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WHEN TO CALL THE PASTOR 

Pastor Stephanie wants to provide pastoral care to you when you are in need. 
Please do not hesitate to call Pastor Stephanie on her cell phone at 510-846-0883. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all 
consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who are in any 

affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves are consoled by God. 
  – 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 
Trinity or Pastor Stephanie may or may not be the first phone call you think to make when you are sick, 
when you or someone you love is on the way to the hospital, or when a loved one dies, but it is an 
important phone call to make.  Pastor Stephanie, Pastor Ned, Pastor Craig and other members of the 
congregation can provide loving support during difficult and troubling times.  In order to help, we must be 
told of such situations.   
 

• When you are sick – whether or not a hospital stay is part of your treatment, if you are ill for a 
length of time, the pastor can come to pray with you, bring communion, or offer comfort.  
Members of the congregation may be called upon to help with logistics of meals or household 
caretaking you may worry about.  We can add you to our weekly prayer list so that prayers can be 
said for your healing and recovery.   

 

• When you or a loved one has gone to the hospital or will need surgery – please tell the church 
office and/or the pastor when a surgery is about to be performed or you are in the hospital.  A 
pastoral visit can calm your fears and ease your mind about your surroundings.  We believe that 
prayer is a powerful medicine and that God will use our prayers for you and your doctors to treat 
you and heal you.   
 

• When someone is about to die – particularly if this is an immediate relative, a member of the 
congregation or someone who’s funeral services will be conducted by Trinity.  Again, the pastors 
are here to console you and can help you navigate some of the confusing procedures associated 
with end of life issues.   
 

• When a death has occurred – please call the pastor prior to calling the funeral home.  We are 
familiar with various requirements for burial and will need to coordinate with the family and 
funeral home regarding scheduling services and visitation among other things.  The pastor will 
then put into place arrangements within the congregation for preparing the sanctuary for the 
funeral, providing a reception, planning music and a service. 
 

• When you wish to do advance end-of-life planning – the pastors are available at any time to 
assist you in making plans for the time of your death which can be helpful and reassuring for both 
you and your family prior to the time of grief and loss they will experience at the time of your 
death. 
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 

Dr. Ondine Young is a violin/violist, musical director, 
conductor and educator who works with many organizations 
in the San Francisco Bay Area. She earned a doctoral degree 
from the University of Southern California in choral 
conducting and early music performance. 

Currently, she works with the National Children’s Chorus, 
oldfirstconcerts.org, The Crowden School of Music, 
Philharmonia Baroque, Albany Consort, Sacramento Baroque, 

Jubilate, San Francisco Early Music Society, Cantare, WAVE, Junior Bach, Arlington Arts music studio, 
and others. 

Ondine co-founded “Tea, Talks, and Treasures” at the Pacific Boychoir Academy. She is on the board of 
directors at Dandelion Dance Theater and Winds Across the Bay. Her past roles include teaching and 
conducting for Piedmont East Bay Children's Choirs; Golden State Youth Orchestra; the Berkeley 
Community Chorus and Orchestra; Music Director, Chamber-Music Coach, and Musicianship Instructior 
at Marin School for the Arts; Sound Minds/California Symphony; Bentley Elementary School; Oakland 
School for the Arts; Stern Grove; and the Carmel Bach Festival. She has also conducted the San Francisco 
Boys' and Girls' Chorus as well as the Kairos Youth Choir. 

Ondine has two children, Liam (14) and Talia (16), who are also very gifted musicians. We look forward 
to welcoming Ondine and her family in the month of August. 
 
 
 

 
 

BLESSING THE BACKPACKS 

Students and teachers beginning the school year are invited to bring 
their backpacks to church Sunday, August 18th for a special back-
to-school blessing.  

Make sure to mark your calendar for this important day! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

KAGITUMBA UPDATE 
Kathy Booker

Pastor Robert continues to ask us to pray “for the permits, the church building, 
our church members, me and my family for courage, hope and strength.” He is 
happy to hear that we pray for them continually. They are having difficulties 
getting permits, but it seems that the inspections have gone well.  We will be 
sending them more money in October to buy more bricks to continue building 
the walls.  He sends greetings to our church and our families 
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EBLP BBQ AND GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SERVICE PROJECTS 
 

Please mark your calendars and get ready to help East Bay 
Lutheran Parish participate in God's Work / Our Hands in a 
whole new way!  
 

On Sunday, September 8th from 2 - 5 pm we will gather with 
our sister churches in the East Bay. United Lutheran has 
volunteered to host the gathering at their beautiful campus, with 
views, lawn, and parking for all.  
 

The theme is "EBLP Rally Day", and we will come together to 
celebrate and strengthen our shared EBLP ministries, including our Youth Parish (Pastor Craig), Nursing 
Homes (Pastor Ned) and Giving is Receiving. There will also be showcase space for other ministries to 
share their stories and lift up their volunteers. 
 

Importantly, this is NOT a fundraiser or a sign-up event. The organizers just want to raise awareness and 
build friendships across our churches. 
 

However, there WILL be on-site multi-
congregation service projects to participate in. 
These will include advocacy letter writing and 
park clean up next door to United. We are hoping 
for a few more projects so we can really embody 
the God's Work / Our Hands ethic.  
 

Food, drinks, games for kids, and music will be provided. No speeches or sermons. This is a celebration 
of our service to the East Bay community, and we really hope you will join! 

 
 

2019 DIVINE FEMININE RETREAT 
September 13-15 at San Damiano Retreat in Danville, CA. 

Cost (per person -includes 6 meals) 
Single Occupancy:  $282 or Double Occupancy: $252 

Commuter Rate:   $82 (includes lunch & dinner for one day) 
Make your reservations now by contacting  

Jacinta Sutphin  Jacinta.sutphin@gmail.com or  
Sina Carroll sinacarroll@gmail.com  415-216-9450. 

 
You can make your payment by check  

or through the Give+ app. 
 
 
 

 
 

LET'S PUT SOME "FUN" IN FUNDRAISING FOR BUILDING FUTURES 
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The Mission and Service Committee is trying something a little different and 
fun to raise money for Building Futures, a nonprofit organization founded in 
1988, based in San Leandro with programs throughout Alameda County. 
Through its continuum of care, Building Futures provides resources, 
programs, and services to help Alameda County residents build futures free 
from homelessness and family violence.  Midway Shelter in Alameda is one 
of their programs. 
Join us for worship on August 25, which will be Popcorn Sunday!  Popcorn 
will be available to you during worship if you choose.  Then join us for some 
fun in the fellowship hall, where we will be hosting a “Fairness Fair”. We 

will have a yummy hot dog lunch for sale (nominal $5 lunch fee), “fair” style games for you to play, and 
perhaps the most fun of all that morning- a Silent Dessert Auction! A free will offering will also be 
collected if you would like to participate that way.  Our goal is to raise $500 for this important 
organization.  Please contact Jessica Fleischman with any questions. 
 
WE NEED HOME BAKED GOODIES FOR THE DESSERT 
AUCTION!  Please see the sign-up I the church entryway to let us 
know if you would be willing to show off your baking skills with a 
dessert that can be bid on and won by one of the attendees.  Sky is the 
limit on what you can donate!  Connect with Jessica for more info or to 
let her know that you can donate some goodies. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
THANKS TO YOU, GLOBAL NUTRITION PICKS UP STEAM 

Kathy Booker* 

In June, 50 plus letters written by members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church were blessed and delivered to Senator Kamala Harris and 
Rep. Barbara Lee. The prospects that our nation will take the lead in 
accelerating progress on Global nutrition have gotten a lot brighter 
recently.  That’s because of meetings and contacts arranged by Bread 
for the World and supported by thousands of letters, emails and 
phone calls. As a result of this outpouring of activism across the 
United States, a resolution has been introduced in the House of 
Representatives (H.Res.189) and a Senate version of the resolution 

will be introduced in the coming weeks. These bipartisan resolutions recognize the importance of U.S. 
leadership to accelerate progress on global nutrition and call for increased efforts to scale up maternal and 
child nutrition.  We are part of something bigger that just our church.  Thanks to all who participated in 
the Offering of Letters!  

 
*Information taken from Bread for the World’s June-July 2019 newsletter. 
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 
You are invited to participate in one of our engaging Adult Christian Education opportunities at Trinity.  

Currently there are three offered. All three presently meet in the Meeting Room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Mornings from 9:00am – 10:00am 
Pastor Stephanie leads a discussion that forms our faith and deepens 

our understanding of scripture, tradition, and vocation. 
In August we are studying  

the Biblical references in Luther’s Flood Prayer. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday Mornings from 7:15am – 8:30am 
This group of early risers meets to reflect and share wisdom 

as they study the coming Sunday’s lectionary readings. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study 
From 10:00am-11:00am 

Our weekly women’s Bible Study resumes  
Wednesday, August 21st.   

We are reading through the Gospel of Mark. 
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MEET AND GREET NEW DIRECTOR OF LUTHERAN OFFICE OF PUBLIC POLICY 
 
 

 
 

Our Sierra Pacific Synod Hunger 
Network has organized a time to meet 
and greet our new Director of Lutheran 
Office of Public Policy, Regina Banks.  
This event will be on August 3 from 
9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Incarnation 
Lutheran Church in Davis.  (See the flyer 
below.)  This is a time to explore how 
we can share Christ’s vision for our state 
with our leaders in Sacramento. 

As reflected in the flyer, it is requested 
that those planning to attend register 
at thelotts@gmail.com so that there will 
be enough lunch and informational 
material.  Include your name, email, 
phone number, congregation name, and 
city. 
If you are interested in going and would 
like to carpool, please contact Mary 
James or Kathy Booker. 
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vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
 

NOTES FROM JUNE COUNCIL MEETING 
Because the June meeting did not occur until June 28, a meeting summary is not available for the July 

newsletter and the council did not meet in July. 
 
Council Highlights June 27, 2019 

• Election of Officers: Mike Luque, President; Margie Sherratt, Vice-President; Ray Wentz, 
Secretary 

• Roof Project: As of May 31, we have received donations totaling $18,330 of the total cost of the 
project ($24,041.33) 

• Sound in the Fellowship Hall: Mike has purchased and will work on installing the upgrade to the 
sound in the hall. 

• Director of Music Ministry search update: An Interview Committee is formed.  We have received 
2 applications as of the date of this meeting. 

• Pastor’s Report: 
o Ongoing Conversations Regarding the Restructuring of Committees and Leadership 
o Family Fun Week/Vacation Bible School:  After receiving feedback from the 

congregation regarding their interest in volunteering and in conversation with Mary James, 
it has been decided that we will take a break from FFW/VBS in 2019.  As we discuss our 
restructuring of committees and hone our priorities for our future, we will be able to better 
asses this program. 

o Mental Health First Aid:  On Saturday, June 8th, several members participated in a 
training called Mental Health First Aid presented by Karen Franchino (member of St. 
Paul’s).  This 8-hour training certifies participants in offering help and finding resources 
for those needing mental health support.   It was offered as a free class (materials and time 
were donated).  In the future, we may ask Karen to offer a larger class to the Alameda 
community through the Alameda All Faiths Coalition. 

o EBLYP NYC Trip:  What an incredible adventure I got to share with our youth! 9 youth 
(including Chase Beardsley and Sophia Hoffman) from the East Bay Lutheran Youth 
Program took Pastor Craig Minich, Pastor Andreas Pielhoop (United) and myself on a 
moving journey through New York June 17-21st.  We packed more into 5 days than many 
people fit into twice that time.  Most days my watch told me we walked more than 9 miles.  
We learned about major historical events, social justice issues and activism, American and 
Immigrant culture, and one another.  Props to Pastor Craig for filling our trip with so many 
people and places to expand our understanding of what it means to “love our neighbor.” 

o Celebration of Life for Deborah Kelly: Saturday, June 29th at 10:00am with reception 
following. 

• Action Item: Council voted to receive into membership Willie Prewitt 
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FOOD BANK SUNDAY 
Remember Food Bank Sunday on August 11.  There 
is a barrel in the fellowship hall or narthex in which 
to put your non-perishable food donations.  Please 
continue to support the Alameda Food Bank with 
food or monetary donations. 
 

 
 

 

SECOND MILE GIVING FOR AUGUST 
Lutheran Engagement and Advocacy in 
Nevada (LEAN)  
During the month of August our Second Mile 
offerings will be donated to LEAN. 
 

Representing member congregations of the Grand 
Canyon and Sierra Pacific Synods of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, LEAN advocates for 
the common good and promotes public policies that 
reflect the Christian values of peacemaking, 
hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern 
for people living in poverty and struggling with 
hunger and disease. 
 

Please keep LEAN in your prayers this month and 
consider an additional offering toward their 
ministries. The Sierra Pacific Synod is blessed to 
accompany this organization in mutual ministry as 
we proclaim God’s creative, redeeming and 
sanctifying love in our synod.

 
 

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
August 5     Marvera Kline 
August 7    Stan Booker 
August 13   William Norboe 
August 17   Kathy Booker 

August 19   Rob Cabrera 
August 20   Pam Lothian  
August 26   Megan Irish 
August 27   Peter Dow 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
1323 Central Avenue, Alameda, CA 94501 

510-522-5220 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Stephanie Johnson 
Nursing Home Ministry Pastor: Rev. Ned O’Donnell 

Youth Pastor: Rev. Craig Minich 
Council President: Mike Luque 
Organist/pianist:  Starr Brown 

Director of Music Ministry:  Dr. Ondine Young 
Custodian:  Martin Kelly 

Groundskeeper:  Martin Kelly 
Office manager:  Jessica Fleischman 
Builder editor:  Marilyn Ohm-Smith 

 

 
Trinity Church Council  (Ministry Area Liaisons) 

President:  Mike Luque - 22 (EBLP) 
Vice President: Margie Sherratt - 20 

Secretary:  Ray Wentz -20 
Recording Secretary:  Jessica Fleischman 

Treasurer:  Mark Schoenrock 
Pastor:  Rev. Stephanie Johnson 

Chase Beardsley-20 
Ken Gutleben-22 

Ron Hans-22 
Nick Hayes-20 (Mission & Service) 

Karol Luque-20 (EBLYP, Worship & Music) 
Elizabeth Madaras-20 (EBLP, Fellowship, Finance) 

Henry Mills-20 
Margie Sherratt-20 

Mary Kay Wentz-22 (Trinity Seniors, Visual Enrichment) 
Ray Wentz-20 

 

 


