
Mark 5:1-20 

“The Purpose of the Other Side” 

Intro. 

- Jesus’ purpose in leading His disciples into the boat headed into a storm was 
to get to the “other side” – 4:35. 

- What was the purpose of the other side? 

Body 

I. Mark 5:1-20 – What was waiting for them on the other side? 

A. V.2 – Immediate, satanic opposition 

1) Satan loves to attack us immediately following a spiritual victory. 
Why? It’s an opportune time! 

a) We’re not expecting it – 1 Peter 5:8. 

b) We’re tired – Luke 4:1-13! 

i) He never plans his attacks in polite consideration of what 
we’ve just gone through. He doesn’t care if you just came 
through a storm or sleepless night!  

ii) When we’re tired from the previous storm, bloody from 
the last battle or discouraged from the last trial, that’s 
precisely when he wants to attack! 

c) He’s relentless – Luke 22:31 

B. V.3-14 – Untamable, insurmountable circumstances…..seemingly! 

1) V.3-4 – People couldn’t control him; chains couldn’t hold him; 
nobody wanted him = his home was the home of the dead: a 
graveyard! 

2) V.5, 9 – The man was in constant pain (night & day); in isolation 
(in the mountains); surrounded by death (in the tombs); consumed 



with emotion (crying out & cutting himself with stones) & was 
possessed with 2,000 demonic spirits (v.13)! 

a) This man was in his condition b/c of the absence of God. With 
the absence of God comes the hardened, sinful heart towards 
sin: he was in this condition most likely b/c he had yielded to 
satan and sinful behavior.  

b) As a result, he had lost everything: home; relationships; family; 
friends; job; etc. 

i) When we give in to sinful inclinations, there are 
disastrous consequences! 

c) But the One who calms the sea is also the One who silences 
the powers of hell – Mark 1:21-28. 

i) Jesus was showing His power over all things: nature; 
storms; doubt; fear; satan himself! 

ii) Jesus was showing His peace in all things: the same 
peace He had when He was asleep in the bottom of the 
boat during a storm was now on display as He went face 
to face with evil! Nothing shakes God!!! 

iii) Whatever it is that has you shackled and bound and 
living in pain & fear all by yourself, doesn’t scare Jesus 
one bit! Jesus is stronger, mightier and all things must 
submit to His holy authority! 

d) BUT, are you willing to surrender to Him??? 

3) V.6 – He saw Jesus from afar = he had to go to the One Who had 
come for him; he ran = understood the severity of his condition; 
and worshiped Him = identified Jesus as the solution. 

a) Many don’t possess the necessary characteristics for 
repentance: they’re prideful not willing to go to Jesus; not 
willing to acknowledge their condition & not willing to 
humble themselves & submit to His authority.  



C. V.15-17 – Callous rejection 

1) While the man accepted God’s power, presence & purpose, 
everyone else wanted Him to leave. They didn’t want the change 
that came with Jesus. 

a) So it is today: many reject His presence wanting to continue on 
their sinful path, rejecting the change that comes from His 
presence & conviction. 

b) Sin & holiness; darkness & light cannot co-exist! 

c) Rather than run to, submit & surrender to God, they ask Him to 
leave. 

2) How are you responding to Jesus right now??? 

a) Are you running to Him & worshiping in humble submission 
acknowledging His authority & your corrupt condition, or are 
you asking Him to leave b/c of the disruption He causes in your 
life? 

b) Are you remaining shackled to what He wants to set you free? 

c) Are you still chained to some stronghold in your life?? 

II. The purpose of the other side – v.18-20. 

A. To display His power – to disciples; others in the little boats around 
them (4:36) & to the people in that region. 

1) We all need reminding of Matt. 28:18; whatever it is we’re facing 
today is under the authority of Jesus Christ = it’s already defeated! 

B. To deliver the individual – he went through a storm; traveled a great 
distance, encountered the darkness of hell…for the tormented; the 
demon possessed; the outcast; the dirty; the dangerous – v.18; Luke 
19:10; John 3:16; 10:10. 

C. To develop disciples – He wanted others to see & know His 
delivering, redemptive, compassionate power – v.19-20; 2 Cor. 5:17. 



1) He went home to his friends and family. 

2) Your testimony is for His glory – Matt. 5:16! 


