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MEET THE MEMBERS    Gracie, a dwarf kangaroo from the thirty-sixth 

universe, is skipping across the cosmos to St. 

Petersburg. Gibson is the Maine Coon cat that she 

rescued after he was dumped in a Pennsylvania 

corn field. Gracie is disappointed when she finds 

herself back in 18th century Russia. “This is not the 

city I expected,” she laments. But when Empress 

Catherine arrives in her royal carriage, points a 

bejeweled finger at the ever-so-handsome Gibson, 

she declares, “I want that cat!” The fun begins...  

   The third book, © 2016 continues the Gracie 

Series titled The Plot Thickens. In 1958 the candy-

colored palaces, rousing music, a host of colorful 

characters, and treachery ultimately - thanks to 

Gracie’s determined efforts - justice comes to the 

city where beauty and hanky-panky are never far 

apart.  

   Linda Schell can be found at Author Central. 

-0-  

Linda Schell joined ABC-

Artisans of Books for Children 

& Adults in 2014 with her 1st 

book  Come Along With Me © 

2013 and her 2nd book The 

Palace Buzz © 2014.  

   Linda wanted to bring 

appreciation to American 

children and their parents for 

the magical city known for its 

culture, architecture, tree-lined parks, and its 

bridges by the hundreds. This led her to a second 

book, The Palace Buzz, a wacky romp coated in 

outrageously true history.  

 Her long-range goal is to expand the 

imaginations of children while simultaneously 

exposing them to a variety of cultures and 

histories. The thought Linda holds continuously in 

her mind is that as a world community we all need 

to have an appreciation for the history and 

cultures of those outside our borders. She hopes to 

point children and their parents to that end 

through writing fantasy.  

 Linda and her husband Tom were married 

in 1968, and have one son. They moved to Venice, 

in 1990.  

   Combining both childhood 

innocence and historical 

verisimilitude and a dash of 

magical fantasy was the 

impulse behind the start of 

her writing career. A travel 

log about the city, St. 

Petersburg, Russia, inspired 

her to write the first book.  
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CANCELLATIONS 

http://www.abc-booksinc.com 

UNIQUE COMPETITIONS 

MEMBERS: UPDATE YOUR ABC WEBSITE 

The  New York International Antiquarian Book 

Fair, an event held at the Park Avenue Armory, just 

announced cancellations.  In a statement, organizers 

of the book fair said the event had already received a 

“significant” number of COVID-related cancellations 

from booksellers planning to attend, so it had little 

choice but to forgo the whole event. The fair has been 

rescheduled for April 2022.  

    ~~~ 

The Seymore Literary Agency was sponsoring 

the Winter Writer's Escape Cruise 2022. The retreat 

would have been on the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line 

“Oasis of the Seas”, starting March 27, 2022. 

     The seven-day cruise would have included 

sessions on craft, marketing, publishing trends, 

proposal writing, and the fantastic PitchFest with 

agents and editors in attendance. But they have 

sadly canceled the cruise due to the continuing 

numbers of deaths from Covid-19. 

~~~ 

The Florida Writers Association Conference 

scheduled for October has been canceled. The Royal 

Palm Literary Award winners will be announced in a 

virtual ceremony available for free on October 16, 

2021, at 7 PM on Zoom. Stay tuned for more details.      

~~~ 

Now we all hold our breath as we wait to see if  

we are  facing a rerun of the past 18 months. 

          -0- 

Sep: 13, Globe Soup 7-Day Story  Challenge  
International 
 Fee: FREE  
Maximum Word Ct: 2,000  

Top Prize: £500 
 
Sep: 13, Impress Prize for New Writers  
UK 

Fee: £25 
Maximum Word Ct: 6,000  

Top Prize: £500 + Published in Impress Books 
https://dystopianstories.com/events/impress- 
 
Sep: 15, The Moth Nature Writing Prize 

International 
 Fee: €15  
Maximum Word Ct: 4,000  
Top Prize: €1,000 + Publication 
 
Sep: 15, Hektoen Grand Prix Essay Competition 
International 
 Fee: FREE  
Maximum Word Ct: 1,500  

Top Prize: $5,000 
 
Sep: 17, Royal Society of Literare Awards: Non-fict 
UK 
Fee: FREE Theme “Colors” 
Maximum Word Ct: No Limit  

Top Prize: £10,000 
 
Sep: 18 Fosseway Writers Flash Fiction Compettion 
UK 

Fee: £5 Theme “Colors” 
Maximum Word Ct: 300  

Top Prize: £50 
 
Sep: 20, MSLEXIA Women’s Short Story Comp’21 
International 

 Fee: £12 
Maximum Word Ct: 3,000  

Top Prize: £3,000 
 
 
 For more information go to this site: Almond Press 
https://dystopianstories.com/events/globe-soup-7
-day-story-writing-challenge 
 
         -0-     

ABC-BooksInc.com 

List new titles 

 List awards,   speaking engagements,  

readings,  news articles,  interviews. 

 

Take this opportunity for  

FREE ADVERTISING  

Contact: Jeanelle Cooley 

~~~ PrLady2016@gmail.com ~~~ 

http://www.abc-artisansofbooks.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS—LIVE 

OPPORTUNITIES  

Sept 25 — Mixon’s Fruit Farm  10am—3pm. 

$30 2525 27th St. E, Bradenton   

Bring your own table and chair. 

Contact—Kaliah—850-832-5569  

 

October—TBD Grand Opening  of the  Island 

Bookshop.  

206 West Miami Avenue, Venice 

Watch for more news in a later issue of the ABC 

Newsletter. 

 

October 2— Craft Fair on the Green, 10 am—3 

pm. $52  Inside, One 8’ table is provided  4970 

City Hall Blvd., North Port  

 Apply on line—LLSNevents.com. 

 

Nov 6—Le March Bohemian Market  10am-5pm. 

Five Points Park, Sarasota  

 $100 for 5’ x 10’ space. Bring your own table and 

chair. 

https://sarasotadowntownmerchants.com/

exhibitor-info 

 

November 6—Kings Gate Craft Fair 10am-2pm 

$25 for a 5’ x 8’ space; 24000 Rampart Blvd. Port 

Charlotte. Contact me for application-will fill fast. 

Bring your own table and chair.  

 

November 20-Mixon’s Harvest Festival 10am-

3pm $65  you will need to provide a table and 

Contact—Kaliah—850-832-5569  2525 27th St. E, 

Bradenton.                           Continued on page 4 

   Thrilling news from our Island Bookshop! 
They are in the Merchant of Venice Plaza at 206 
W Miami Avenue. As part of the celebration of the 
Grand Opening of the Island Bookshop, all the  
merchants in the plaza will be staying open on 
Thursday, October 28th until 7pm! The theme is 
Starting the New Chapter.  
   Aimee Odette and Michael Rank will continue 
their Grand Opening into the weekend. Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday until 5pm. There will be 
prizes and surprises at this wine & cheese event.    
   The Island Bookshop in Venice’s historic district 
has received an outstanding welcome and support 
from the whole community.   

   In addition to promoting books written by local 
authors, they have welcomed many area artists. 
Visitors will find artistic photography by John 
Shaw, original paintings by Joanne McLaren, 
decorative sculptures by Gary Skelly, and the 
delightful fantasy watercolors by Judi Light.  

     The Island Bookshop caters to readers. At the  

                                                   Continued on page 4 
 

$     BRING AND BUY SALE     $ 

ABC-Books, Inc. is holding a  

Bring & Buy Sale  
at our next general meeting 

Fruitville Library 

Tuesday, September 14, 2021 

1-3 pm  

as part of the upcoming Giving Challenge 

sponsored by the Sarasota Community 

Foundation.  

Bring items of interest to writers & artists;  

items that you no longer need:  

Display Stands / Book Ends   

Old Reference Books with useful articles  

How-To Books  for writers  

Small pieces of Art   /  How-To Books for artists      

The profits will go to the  

Venice Presbyterian Church  

825 The Rialto in Venice. 

 Also 

BRING YOUR CASH OR CREDIT CARD 

-0- 

How would you like to make your marketing stand 

out from all the rest? Videos is where it’s at! Here 

is a company that offers quick video templates that 

you can use separately or connect with other 

videos for a longer piece. Prices begin around $37 

a month. That’s doable, right? They add more 

videos monthly, so you never need to repeat 

(although some are so good you’ll use them over 

and over).  Best of all, they are very user friendly. 

www.viddyoze.com 
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FROM OUR BOOKSHOP 

ABC  GENERAL MEETING  

TUES, SEPTEMBER 14  

FRUITVILLE LIBRARY 

Speaker Cute, Funny, Fun - Angelina Assanti 

Bring & Buy: Bring $$ / Buy lots $$$ 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

Brenda Spalding  President 
Nancy Buscher Vice-President 
RJ Coons  Treasurer 
Faye Henderson Recording Secretary 
Brenda Martin Corresponding Secretary  
   Library Liaison   
 
Nancy Buscher Newsletter/Membership Records 
RJ Coons  Membership Chairman 
Jo Ann Glim   Facebook/Twitter (Social  
   Media Consultant ) 
Ann Greenwood Sarasota Comm. Foundation 
Jeanelle Havlin Website  
Brenda Spalding  Crowd Events   
   ZOOM Events - Hosting 

Continued from page 3 

 

December 4— Holiday Show  9am-2pm Set up 

opens at 8am at the Englewood Sports Center. 

Information, availabity, & pay RJ Coons: Full 8’ 

table $25/half 4’ table $12.5o.  

 

December 11— Christmas Bazaar, 10 am—3 pm 

$55  George Mullen Center, 1602 Kramer Way, 

North Port.                      -0-   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Continued from page 3 

 

moment the line of boxes bringing books runs  
from the back wall, through the shop, and all the 
way out the door. In October we hope to see the 
line of guests and readers filling that same path all 
the way to the corner.   
   In the future, there will be no excuse for staying 
at home with nothing to do but eat and watch bad 
TV. Why? Because people read to  learn and gain 
knowledge. Others read to  escape reality, or to be 
entertained. Reading is relaxing - well, depending  
on what you read. Maybe you want spiritual 
enrichment. Maybe your little ones like to be read 
to. Did you know that reading to children installs a 
love of reading, and readers do better in school? 
   With gratitude, Aimee and Michael look forward 
to fulfilling the literary needs of our community, 
and county, and state... and maybe the world.   
                                             -0- 

THIS MONTH’S GUEST SPEAKER 

Angelina Assanti, former 

stand-up comedian, past-

president of FAPA, past ABC 

speaker, cancer survivor,  

author of the highly 

acclaimed  book Thank God 

I Got Cancer… I’m Not a 

Hypochondriac Anymore! 

Angelina will be the speaker for our September 

meeting at the Fruitville Library from 1-3pm.  

   “While I was in college, I had a brief stint in stand

-up comedy. You might have heard, funny people 

are trouble-makers, so I decided I’d better do 

something that keeps me out of trouble. “ (Her 2nd 

book is Mark Taylor’s Checkered Past.)  

   Her theme will be Podcasts & Marketing, or 

something like that.  

 

Remember to bring money and items to sell  at the   

BRING & BUY SALE at 2:30pm after Angelina’s event. 

   The Alliance of Independent Authors  (ALLi) 

interviewed UK’s indy author Adam Croft 

regarding the print problems between  

IngramSpark (IS) and Amazon’s KDP for Indie 

Authors.  

   Amazon’s online store regularly marks IS 

books as requiring days, weeks, or occasionally 

months for fulfillment; or even shows them as 

“out of stock” entirely. John Doppler, ALLi’s 

Watchdog has a revealing interview with Croft 

on the subject. 

 

https://selfpublishingadvice.org/ingramspark-kdp-

print-problems 

                                            -0- 

PUBLISHING NEWS  


