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NEWSLETTER 

 Artist René Fletcher 
returned to Florida in 2016 
with a great sigh of relief as 
she walked the beach and 
watched the sky daily. This 
was her home. Her childhood 
was spent on Key Biscayne 
and Nassau which left an 
indelible mark on her soul.  
 The endless skies with 
looming clouds, and rolling waves changed moods 
often. The sunlight flickering on the water and the 
rocking of the waves are at the core of her work. But 
there is another layer, it is the secret of the bursting 
life in the tropical foliage which also whispers in her 
ear. 
 “Looking back at my educational, career I 
can now see Florida and the Caribbean in my 
paintings. I never could conform to the traditional 
standards of color. Scale was either the micro or the 
macro, sky and water or the delicacies of tropical 
plants.” 
 She spent four years at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Arts.  
 “That gave me a grounding but thankfully 
never took the sand from between my toes. Having 
obtained my MFA and BS at Louisiana State 
University sprinkled a little jambalaya into the mix. 
 Over the years, I have won many awards and 
showed my work in Texas, Louisiana, Pennsylvania, 
and Florida.” 

https://renefletcher.com 
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ABC-Books, Inc. will celebrate their  

10th Anniversary in 2021 

December 2020 

NO VIRTUAL ABC GENERAL MEETING  

IN DECEMBER 

Second Saturday in December  12, 2020 
ABC Christmas Party 

4 - 6 pm 

 

Short Story Competition 
Theme-Christmas Story   

-up to 600 words-  
~Cash prize~ 

 

Best Decorated Mask Contest 
Bring a Dish to Share 

BYOB 
RSVP: Buscher511@gmail.com 

By 12/9/2020 
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QUICK GUIDE TO EDITORS by Don Vaughn  

ABC BOOKSHELF 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

Brenda Spalding  President 
Nancy Buscher Vice-President 
RJ Coons  Treasurer 
Faye Henderson Recording Secretary 
Brenda Martin Corresponding Secretary  
   Library Liaison   
Nancy Buscher Newsletter/Membership Records 
RJ Coons  Membership Chairman 
Jo Ann Glim   Facebook/Twitter (Social  
   Media Consultant ) 
Ann Greenwood Sarasota Comm. Foundation 
Jeanelle Havlin Website  
Brenda Spalding  Crowd Events   
   ZOOM Events - Hosting 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Escaping Skeletons by DL Havlin 
Ever hear of Operation Paperclip? 
Chessie Partin, had not. She soon 
found that its unintended 
consequences would threaten her life 
and many of her associates.  
 
 

 
Stolen Orchid by RJ Coons 

Beyond the last nature trail at Osprey 
State Park, past the scrubby flatwoods 
and nestled along the tranquil waters of 
South Creek, a forest of ghost orchids 
stood untouched for years … until now.  
 
 
Keyhole Mysteries-Witness 5  
Nancy Buscher uses the pen name of 
B.Ulena in this first of the Keyhole 
Mysteries Series. Five individuals 
struggle with control. Their choices take 
them to the brink of death and change 
their lives forever.  
 
 

The Spell Box by Brenda Spalding 
Trouble finds it's way from Boston to the 
door of the Green Lady Inn in Salem 
Massachusetts. Jake buys an antique box 
not knowing there are stolen diamonds 
hidden inside.                 Cont’d page 4 
 

Englewood Sports Complex  

ABC Members: 

The Englewood Sports Complex holiday fair 

will be held on December 5, 2020  

from 9 am-2 pm. 

The fair is outside and only one table per 

vendor is offered. We will hold a drawing 

for the two spaces during our  

November 17th meeting. 

If interested text me : 941 400-8837 or 

email at rjcoons204@gmail.com before 

November 16. 

The cost is $15.00 per person. Good luck.  

<<<<<>>>>> 

Spend enough time freelancing, and you’ll find 
yourself working for an eclectic array of editors. The 
majority will be talented individuals with your best 
interests at heart, work hard on your behalf, and use 
their skills to make your words shine. 

 

Well, not all editors epitomize the ideal. Here’s a 
veteran writer’s list of the types you’ll encounter 
and how to work with each.  

 

The Withholder 
   Typically short on details when making an 
assignment. Even if they know what they want, they 
have difficulty conveying it, frequently leaving the 
writer to struggle for direction. 

 

   The best way to work with a Withholder is to 
politely demand specifics about an assignment and 
push until you receive them.   

 

The Tyrant 
   This particular editor believes they get the best 
work from their writers by brutalizing them. No 
matter how good your article is, it’s never good 
enough.  
   The Tyrant is a bully and deal with him as such. 
Question their demand for multiple revisions, and 
force them to be specific with their reasoning: What 
exactly is wrong with this or that? If it becomes too 
much, walk away. There are more markets in the 
freelance sea. 

 

The Ditz 
   May be nice with a fun personality, but they can 
be a challenge because they are scattered and 
unfocused. They will lose your contract, your 
manuscript, your invoice or all three. They’ll forget 

 

                                                                                                                          Cont’d on page 3  

mailto:rjcoons204@gmail.com
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WRITER’S QUICK GUIDE          from page 2                                                
 
to submit your invoice to accounting, so you have 
to wait longer to get paid. They edit hastily, 
resulting in factual errors that, unfortunately, carry 
your byline. 
   A firm but gentle hand and ongoing 
communication are the best ways to work with a 
Ditz.  

 

The Micromanager 
S/he means well, but can’t help harassing the 
writers with nonstop advice, questions, and 
nitpicking. They believe they know best about 
everything. 
   Overcoming a Micromanager’s tendency to 
nitpick can be difficult. It helps to have a deep 
conversation about a project at the time of 
assignment. This will help put the Micromanager at 
ease and allow you to get the job done with 
minimal editorial interference. 

 

The Ghost 
   Opposite of the Micromanager, the Ghost will 
give assignments then disappear. Emails go 
unanswered, phone calls unreturned.   
   The Ghost isn’t a bad person, they’re usually just 
overworked and understaffed. Let them know 
exactly how pressing the situation is, and that you 
need a response ASAP. 

 

The pro 
   Skilled, experienced, and always at the top of 
their game, the Pro is the best kind of editor a 
writer can hope for.  
   Working for a Pro can make freelance writing a 

dream job, so don’t hesitate to show your 

appreciation by letting them know how much you 

enjoy writing with them, and why. A kind word will 

go a long way in making their day.          -0- 

1. Check root meanings. 

It’s better to call a character Caleb, which means 

“faithful” or “faithful dog,” than to overkill it by 

naming him Loyal or Goodman—unless you want 

that for comic/ironic purposes. Some readers will 

know the name’s root meaning, but those who don’t 

might sense it. 

 

2. Get your era right. 

If you need a name for an 18-year-old shopgirl in a 

corset store in 1930s Atlanta, you know enough not to 

choose Sierra or Courtney, unless such an unusual 

name is part of your story. Browse for names in the 

era you’re writing. A Depression-era shopgirl who 

needs a quick name could go by Myrtle or Jane; it will 

feel right to the reader. Small public libraries will 

often have decades’ worth of local high school 

yearbooks on the shelves. Those things are gold for 

finding name combinations from the proper era. 

 

3. Speak them out loud. 

Your novel might become an audiobook or an e-book 

with text-to-speech enabled. A perfectly good name 

on paper, such as Adam Messina, may sound unclear 

aloud: Adam Essina? Adah Messina? 

 

4. Manage your crew appropriately. 

Distinguish your large cast of characters by using 

different first initials, of course, and vary your 

number of syllables and places of emphasis. Grace 

Metalious (a great name right there) demonstrates 

this in her blockbuster Peyton Place, as do any of the 

successful epic writers like James Michener and 

Larry McMurtry. 

 

5. Use alliterative initials. 

Employ this strategy to call special attention to a 

character: Daniel Deronda, Bilbo Baggins, Ratso 

Rizzo, Severus Snape. 

 

6. Think it through. 

You might notice that in most crime fiction the 

murderer rarely has a middle name or initial. Why? 

Because the more you explicate the name, the more 

likely there’s a real person out there with it. And 

reading your story they might become upset and try 

to sue you or come after you some night with a 

bayonet.                                                 Cont’d on page 4 
 

 

RULES FOR NAMING CHARACTERS 

Join ABC to enjoy all the perks of  

membership. Instructions and application 

forms are on the website. 

 http://www.abc-booksinc.com 

You can also use PayPal!  
(ABC-BOOKSINC.COM) 

JANUARY SPEAKER: DL HAVLIN 
By popular demand, mulit-award-winning 
author DL Havlin will share marketing tips 
and more at the January Virtual Meeting 
on Wednesday, January  20, 2021 at 1 pm. 
Email: bpspalding@msn.com for the pass 
to attend. You may join as early as 12:45, but try not join 
late. This is a free event.  
DL says: “I believe readers are thinkers. Their sharp 
minds want to be challenged as they’re entertained.”  

http://www.abc-artisansofbooks.com/
mailto:bpspalding@msn.com
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ABC-Books, Inc. is a 501(c)3 Literary Non-Profit, and you can be proud of being a member of such a pres-
tigious organization. 

In time we will be featuring the following segments: 

MEET THE MEMBERS 

ABC Member Interviews 

Up to 330 words/Georgia 12pt/single spaced/2 clear pictures. 

You may write your own or text Nancy to schedule an interview. 

Text: 941 468.9039 (for phone calls please leave a message.)  

ABC MEMBER NEWS  

Your new publications, awards, interviews by outside ABC, podcasts/videos, etc.  Keep it tight- no pictures. 

INSPIRING STORIES 

Inspire members and encourage them with your success stories. 

Up to 250 words/1 clear picture/no fancy indenting, please. 

NEWS FROM OTHER WRITER’S GROUPS 

Learn what’s going on in the rest of the world. 

ADVERTS 

Advertise your talents. Include who/what/when/how up to 50 words. No pictures. 

DISPLAY ADS:    (Non-members may also purchase Display Ads)  

Advertisements as display ads:   

Credit card size  $25 annually 

1/4 pg                   $50 annually 

1/2 pg                   $75 annually   
 1   pg                   $150 annually 

 

Email the camera-ready ad to Buscher511@gmail.com or mail it to the address below. Make out your check 
to ABC. (Accepts PayPal) Mailing address: Nancy Buscher, 511 Latitude Lane, Osprey, FL 34229. Your ad 
will go into the NL following the receipt of both items. Ads may be changed at any time during your paid 
year; no refunds.  Deadline for any & all submissions is the 20th of the prier month. 

-0- 

ABC-NEWSLETTER GUIDELINES 

ABC BOOKSHELF              from page 2 

 

Trapped Within by Jo Ann Glim 
By lunchtime, I was fighting for 
my very life. A stroke is like that. You 
don't see it coming.  
 
 
 
 
Austin & Grandpa, Bk 1 by Dr Krupp 
Simple Science Experiments and 
Projects for the juvenile inquirer. An 
easy way to learn!  
                       -0-       
 

 

RULES FOR NAMING  from page 3 

7. Check ’em again. 

When writing my novel The Actress, I needed a 

name for a Japanese-American criminal defense 

attorney, and the name Gary Kwan burst upon me. I 

loved the name and used it in the book. Only thing 

was, as soon as the thousands of copies of 

hardcovers were printed and shipped to stores, I 

heard from a reader who pointed out the simple fact 

that Kwan is a Chinese surname. I cursed loudly and 

decided: a) that I would ALWAYS check na me 

origins, and b) that Gary Kwan had a Chinese 

grandfather who adopted a Japanese orphan who 

became Gary’s father. Or something like that. 

                                               -0- 


