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Pentecost 

  
In the Farewell Discourse, Jesus promises to send the Spirit, saying: 
  
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. (Jn 14:26) 
  
Notice here that the Holy Spirit's work involves not only the future (he will teach you) but also 
the past (and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you). 
  
We now have a wonderful commentary on this aspect of the Holy Spirit's work in Dom Erik 
Varden's book, The Shattering of Loneliness: On Christian Remembrance. What I say this 
morning comes mostly from his chapter "The Counsellor Will Call Everything to Mind." 
  
Remembrance is actually a big part of the entire Easter event. At the empty tomb, according to 
Saint Luke's gospel, the two angels tell the frightened women that they need to remember what 
Jesus had told them. And, even more pointedly, Jesus himself gives the two disciples on the road 
to Emmaus a whole refresher course on the message of Moses and the prophets. Only after 
leading them through this long exercise of remembrance does he reveal himself to them. As Fr. 
Erik puts it: 
  

The first mission of the nascent Church was to engage in a prodigious exercise of 
remembrance. We can follow it step by step in the Acts and Epistles. The Hebrew 
Bible was re-read from start to finish, scoured for signs of Jesus' gospel. A 
newness of perspective ensued as the disciples, still rubbing their eyes, reached 
certainty that Christ had risen from the dead. It cast its radiance on ancient things, 
too. The Easter proclamation brought about a hermeneutic shift that affected 
knowledge at every level. Nothing was the same. All things had to be recalled, 
reconsidered, reinterpreted. (108) 

  
With these thoughts in mind, the titles of the Holy Spirit stand out more clearly: Counselor, 
Comforter, Advocate. But the counseling and comfort are not just the experiences of individuals. 
An essential work of the Spirit is to create community. To give the last word to Fr. Erik: 
  

By [the Spirit's] touch, the heart of man, in its natural state 'deceitful above all 
things' (Jer 17:9), becomes capable of commitment and communion. Scattered 
human realities are brought into a single story and a shared life. When the Acts of 
the Apostles refer to the concord of the early Church (4:32), it is to bear evidence 
to the Spirit's work. The ecclesia, that utterly improbable fellowship, is an icon of 
the unifying Spirit. (110) 
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