
Our Fr Jean from Rwanda received the habit this AM. Here is Fr Elias' Chapter talk 
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Fr. Raphael Begins His Novitiate 
  
Reading from RB Prol. 14-20: 

14Seeking his workman in a multitude of people, the Lord calls out to him and lifts his 
voice again, 15“Is there anyone here who yearns for life and desires to see good days. 16If 
you hear this and your answer is “I do,” God then directs these words to you:  17If you 
desire true and eternal life, “keep your tongue free from vicious talk and your lips from 
all deceit;turn away from evil and do good; let peace be your quest and aim.” 18Once you 
have done this, my “eyes will be upon you and my ears will listen for your prayers; and 
even before you ask me, I will say to you: Here I am.” 19What, dear brothers, is more 
delightful than this voice of the Lord calling to us?  20See how the Lord in His love shows 
us the way of life.   

  
This Second Sunday of Easter is an interesting day on which to receive the novice habit. It is 
also known as Dominica in albis depositis, referring to the white garment worn by the newly 
baptized in the early church. They wore it for the last time at Mass on the octave of Easter, and 
then began wearing their normal clothes as full members of their community. In your case, this is 
your last day in the dress of a postulant, i.e., as one who is asking about joining, and your first 
day in the habit of a novice monk.  
  
You make this step asking for the mercy of God and of the Order, which connects with another 
name for this Sunday, known since the time of Pope Saint John Paul II as Divine Mercy Sunday. 
Mercy implies a movement of the heart, even a wound to the heart, signifying a deep level of 
love and concern. We too easily limit its meaning to pardon for wrongs. Mercy is the heartfelt 
will for another’s release from burdens and the desire for that person’s increased well-being. 
Saint Benedict describes for us a merciful Father calling us: “What, dear brothers, is more 
delightful than this voice of the Lord calling to us? See how the Lord in His love shows us the 
way of life.” The collect for this day’s Mass gives further insight into what we mean by God’s 
mercy: 

God of everlasting mercy, 
who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 
increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
that all may grasp and rightly understand 
in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 
by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 

  
So, mercy has to do especially with increase: growth in faith, increased grace, and deeper 
understanding.  



  
To ask the mercy of God and of the order is not to ask for two different things. Any mercy the 
order has to offer is merely an extension of God’s mercy. You are not just asking us to be 
kindhearted enough to let you join the community. You are asking us to channel to you as best 
we can God’s will for your increased faith, grace, and understanding.  
  
Most importantly, as this prayer so beautifully expresses, to ask for mercy is to ask for 
immersion in its main source for us, i.e., in the paschal mystery. We only begin to know God’s 
mercy when we “grasp and rightly understand in what font we have been washed, by whose 
Spirit we have been reborn, by whose Blood we have been redeemed,” to use the words of this 
collect. 
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