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Merry Christmas Family and Friends,

‘Tis the season to be thankful for so many things! Romans

8:28 in the Message reads, “That’s why we can be so sure

that every detail in our lives of love for God is worked into

something good.” Even though this year has been difficult

and stressful on so many levels, God does what he does so

well - he never wastes an opportunity to work in our lives

and in the lives of those we love!

Personally, I am more than ready for this whole COVID-19

thing to be over. It has been such a challenge to be with

those we love. I am currently in Canada, as my mother has

had some health issues that have required her receiving

more care and monitoring. I almost had to sign my life away

to get here, but here I am and waiting two weeks before I

see her - even though I have had a test with negative results! 

Gleanings has continued to operate as we are considered an

essential service. We have been providing soup and other

items to people around the world, non stop! There is so

much need out there, locally and internationally. We were

unable to run the fruit plant this summer because we were

not allowed to host teams. We currently are running the

base with staff and some long-term volunteers that have

been with us for months.  We try to follow a reasonable

health protocol amid all the changing chaos. God has

blessed us all with great health. We feel so privileged that

we can continue to run our ministry safely and smoothly.

We are able to send out three forty-foot containers of food

each week. We are making a difference!!
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We have also had the time and opportunity to participate in

staff enrichment activities each morning. I would say that

we are growing and bonding with each other on new levels.

Locally, we have been out and about in our local

community of Sultana. Each Wednesday we visit, chat, pray

and hand out food boxes to all residents. We have loved

getting to know our neighbors on a more personal level!

Many of these people are undocumented immigrant

workers with families who have needed the extra assistance

during this time of COVID-19 cautions. We have absolutely

LOVED serving our neighbors!! I would say it has probably

been one of the highlights of this difficult year!

Personally, our family is doing well! Rod and I continue to

do our part in the daily operations at Gleanings. Rod has

also taken a few truck loads of food to the Mexican border

to help those in need in Tijuana, Mexico.  

Kent and Layne have been working non stop in Kelowna,

B.C. and have not missed a day of work since March. Kent is

currently a foreman with Harris Steel, a company that

erects large structures like high risers, wineries, and mines.

He works incredibly hard and has been rewarded for his

efforts by being placed in leadership positions locally and in

other cities in the province. The company absolutely loves

him! Layne has been working from home, and has also

excelled at her job selling commercial insurance.They are

doing well in all areas of his life!! We are so proud of these

two!

Kaleigh finished university in May, but had to finish her

studies at home from March to May. We absolutely loved

having her at home with us.  It was an unexpected blessing

and treat!! In June, Kaleigh started working for a non profit 
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organization in Orange County, CA called City Net  They work

with street level homeless people. Their goal is to get folks off the

streets and permanently into secure housing and work situations.

She loves it! Unfortunately, there will be no formal graduation

ceremony for her. It makes me sad, as she worked incredibly hard

to achieve the honor of graduating summa cum laude. She is more

chill about it than I am!! Again, we are very proud of our girl! 

Our girl Kim is working at Starbucks in Long Island, New York. 

 She is also taking university courses online to finish her degree in

Psychology.  She has met a nice young man named Brian, who is

from that area and is working hard to receive his degree in

environmental science. They are two hard-working young people

and once again, we couldn’t be prouder!!

As it is the case with so many of you, we are unsure of what the

future holds. We would love to do more traveling with Gleanings,

being a part of delivering and distributing more food and products

to those in need.  We just want to be available to God, to do what

he wants us to do. We covet your prayers, calls and

correspondence!!

We would so love to hear about what this year has been like for

each one of you.  Please share your newsletters, prayer items and

praises with us!!

All our love,

Colleen and Rod Lawrence

Kim & Brian

Snow-shoeing in Canada


