
THE MISSION THAT DRIVES US!  
Our ministry is about listening and loving well and meeting the needs of those God 

puts in front of us. We are BLESSED to work as full-time missionaries 

with Youth with a Mission and Gleanings for the Hungry, to help people and 

share the love of Jesus Christ! We would love to tell you about our current 

needs as we move forward and ask for your prayers and support. However, 

first, we’d like to share with you what we’ve been doing this year.  Mark, Lori, 

and Alex all work full-time, and Katie helps part-time in our ministry. This not 

only involves our ministry at YWAM-Gleanings but extends into other areas that 

the Lord has called our family to.  Although we’ve been limited in being able to 

travel this year, the Lord has allowed us to do a lot!  People often ask us, ‘What 

do you do?’ and ‘Why?’.  

WHY?    

We believe in the absolute truth of Jesus Christ as God’s Son and that He 

came to restore people’s relationship to our heavenly Father and each 

other, while bringing wholeness to our body, spirit and 

soul; and by redeeming us and our families, he also redeems our life’s 

purpose, which brings glory to Him. We know that His plan is to partner with 

people to do this.   

WHAT?   

Our family does this through building relationships, creating spaces where 

people are embraced, feel safe, and can learn and grow; by providing comfort 

and sustenance by feeding people in our home, at larger events and worldwide, 

and helping people physically. We teach and preach, disciple, and train 

individual people and groups, in everything from personal development and 

spiritual growth, to life skills, community development and leadership.  We 



 

multiply what we do by collaborating, networking, and sharing resources 

and contacts with others.  

 

 

  

 

  

HOW?   

Below is an overall view of how God has used our family and resources this 

year.  Because we work with people in crisis, ministry leaders and pastors, the 

need for confidentiality often outweighs the ability for us to share these 

testimonies with you.  Throughout our ministry, we’ve found a great need for 



people to have a safe place to share and receive help, with those who are 

mature in the Lord, depend on the Holy Spirit, and will walk with them or 

connect them with resources for further help.  

Took fresh food boxes weekly to neighbors in serious 
need. One neighbors’ husband died 3 months ago, leaving her and her two 

teens with only a part-time job to support them.  We’ve been blessed to help 

and pray with her, but also by her generosity in sharing with her neighbors 

and those house bound.  Another mom just graduated from a re-entry program 

and rented an apartment for her and her two babies. We took a 

truck with furniture, bedding and linens, food, and basics, to help her get 

started, and left her with hugs and prayers.  

Implemented new technology (new bagging machine and internet 
systems) and updated communications at Gleanings, to produce more 

dried, shippable foods, in larger quantities, to meet the skyrocketing needs 

locally and globally.  In summer alone, we packaged over one million pounds of 

food.  

Made quilts to ship with the food and masks for healthcare 
workers.  Many volunteers who couldn’t join us worked from home making quilt 

toppers, and shipped them to us, so we could complete the backing and still 

send out what was needed other countries.  

Mexico City-Taught missionaries-in-training and did leadership training in 
March and September, provided individual mentoring and 

counseling, deliverance, and healing ministry, and cooked for a graduation 

celebration!   

Coordinated events for the missionaries, kids, and volunteers at 
Gleanings, to provide stress-relief and fellowship during the work and 

restrictions.  While doing Father’s Day crafts, one of the girls expressed 

concern for 2 of the families whose fathers died. God turned it into a beautiful 



 

conversation about death and Heaven, and the kids shared their memories of 

their own dad’s and each other’s dads.  

Hosted people in our home and online, especially those in crisis and 
working on the front lines, providing meals, connection, and 

mentoring for those struggling with loneliness, depression, addictions, suicidal 

feelings, or just trying to move forward in obedience to the Lord despite the 

restrictions.  

Throughout the year, we’ve met together weekly to study God’s Word and 
our missions’ Biblical and foundational values, to make sure our hearts are 

right, and our actions and ministry reflect them.  It’s only through staying 

aligned with the Lord and our calling that we bear much fruit and have 

success.  

Our ministry is about listening and loving well and meeting the needs of 
those God puts in front of us.   

 

 

  

   



 

 

As this is THE MISSION THAT DRIVES US, we have a need for a literal VEHICLE to 
drive and additional SPONSORS to go along with us on this 

adventure! As YWAM missionaries, we do not receive a salary, but must each 

raise our own support network and budget, so we need your help!  

During Giving Tuesday, December 1, 2020, our goal is to raise $5000 for a vehicle 

and 50 Monthly Partners, dedicated to praying and giving to help support us and the 

work the Lord is doing this year.  While some people and businesses have prospered 
during these times, others, like us, have been hit by the economic impact of the 

closures.  We are grateful for your consideration in partnering with us!  

VEHICLE-We currently have a small vehicle, which is on its last leg.  To keep up with 

our growing ministry, we urgently need a larger vehicle, with enough seats to carry 

more people and supplies, accommodate our kid's long legs, has seats like an SUV 

or van so Lori can drive or ride long distances, and gets excellent gas mileage. You 

can give a tax-deductible gift toward this ministry tool here:  

50 Ministry Partners- We need 50 people who will PRAY regularly for our 

family and ministry and 50 individuals who will commit to give monthly for the next 

year.    

-Donations can be any amount, are tax-deductible and can be given online, by 

mail or credit card, or designated in the offering at CWC or The Resort Ministries.   

-Our average donations are $25-$100. However, in the past, our smallest 

regular donation was $2/mo. and our largest was $800/mo. We 
are so thankful for any sacrifice on your part, in giving to help us reach people with 

the Gospel and love of Jesus!  If you would like to join us in making a difference this 

year, please send us a message regarding how you would like to help or follow the 

link below!  With Love and Gratefulness, Mark, Lori, Alex, Amie and Katie Ragains  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

  

http://www.twitter.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://mailchimp.com/
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