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Life At Gleanings

It’s not new to see Norma in the kitchen, in fact she has been
one of our cooks since becoming a staff member in 2010. What
is new is that Norma has stepped into the position of Kitchen
Manager. Colleen has been desiring and praying about taking a
different role for some time (see Missionary Care below); Norma has gracefully transitioned to managing the kitchen, without
any difficulties. This opened an opportunity for another staff
member, Sue Ross, to manage the quilting ministry. Sue loves
working in the quilt room full time. It is a blessing to have such
marvelous continuity in our various areas of ministry, even
during change.

Susan Ross

Norma Gove

Missionary Care

Application Deadline April 30

Missionary Care is not a new concept but embracing it as an aspect of
improving the ongoing ministry is a new focus for us at Gleanings. In a
recent staff meeting someone said, “We don’t have to wait for the wheel to
fall off the wagon before we begin taking corrective measures.” Realizing
missionaries encounter many challenges, caring for our staff has been on
Colleen’s heart for quite a while. In January, Rod and Colleen Lawrence,
Gleanings’ staff members, travelled to Richmond, VA to attend the Missionary Care (MC) Foundations course at YWAM Richmond.
The MC Foundations course is the first step to learn how to assist YWAM
missionaries in a very broad spectrum of areas. The course covered assorted topics to help YWAM missionaries who are serving on the field: get
started in their calling, go through life’s transitions, get refreshment, deal
with logistics, and get help in a time of crisis. Thank you, Rod and Colleen, for being willing to lead the way, and helping us be better at getting
better.

DTS Outreach to Mexico

On the 2nd day of January 2018 the Gleanings’ Discipleship Training School students
and staff crossed the border from Yuma,
Arizona into San Luis Rio Colorado, Mexico.
The contrast between the United States and
Mexico was immediately noticed. In the impoverished city of San Luis, we experienced,
in person, the mercy ministry of Gleanings
for the Hungry.
From the first morning the pace was busy; we visited ministries to deliver food, quilts, building supplies, encouragement,
and prayer. The ministries we served with included: a center for immigration (Mexicans ‘returned’ from other countries), a
respite center for families of children with cerebral palsy, a home for mentally incapacitated, a recovery home for men with
addictions, a public school classroom of 10-12 year old children, a center for the blind, as well as several churches, and a
group working in the city dump.
One day we drove to Santa Clara to minister to a group of fishermen’s families. These families had fallen on tough times,
because the fish they have made a subsistence on for years has been declared ‘endangered’ by the government. These fish had
been used by drug cartels to hide and transport illegal drugs. A large crowd greeted us as we distributed soup mix, peaches,
used clothing, dried beans, and rice.
A highlight of the trip was finding a young woman named Myra. God had given Myra’s name to one of the students before
we left Gleanings. We were overjoyed to find Myra at the center for families of children with cerebral palsy. We shared with
Myra that God has a special interest and love for her. What a delight to see how God can use intimate knowledge and wisdom, laid in advance, for us to seek and discover His treasure - named Myra.
Another special moment arose after one of the students had given a personal testimony at the recovery home for men with
addictions. The director told us, “I feel that your message was for my son who is here, because he too struggles with the same
addiction. Thank you for your testimony of victory in Jesus, and freedom from the shame of it.” Only God, who sees the
heart, can orchestrate such beautiful moments of praise.
At the center for the blind, a normally quiet student was stirred by the Holy Spirit to share a simple message of the gospel. After she boldly spoke, many were moved to receive prayer. One man, blind for four years because of severe stress and
malnutrition, was able to distinguish colors after prayer. He felt certain God would continue his healing in the days to come.
Although our stay in Mexico was only 15 days, many lives were touched, including our own. It was an amazing experience
to distribute Gleanings for the Hungry soup mix, peaches, and quilts. Everything we shared was gratefully received.

Director’s Corner

Hi Friends,
We would probably all agree that the Lord looks on the inside of a man and not on the outside. Through physical challenges God shows His power to reveal His nature and goodness to change us from the inside out. That is why we are to
rejoice in trials, because He has a way out. As we trust Him, Jesus will bless us and we will grow stronger in Him. For me,
worship is an expression to focus on giving Him honor from the place where He touched me, from the inside out. My
desire is to live every day from the source of being healed and touched by my Maker, a prosperous inside.
May all of our experiences reflect the kingdom heart God has put in us.
Blessings to all of you,

Fritz Meier

