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A Ministry of Youth With A Mission

Gleanings Reaches Out To Refugees

In January, Gleanings once again partnered with YWAM
United to minister to refugees in Greece.
YWAM United (YU) is a growing number of YWAM bases
who have chosen to seek the Lord, follow His direction,
support each other, and work together to have a more
far-reaching impact in other countries. Mark and Lori
Ragains, staff members at Gleanings, help lead YU. Lori,
Alex, and Katie Ragains, flew to Athens two weeks ahead
of the outreach teams to meet with local ministry leaders
and pastors, pray over the city, and plan. Ministry leaders
worship at city gates
said they felt YU had brought a culture of worship and
sidewalk chalk with children
openness to the Holy Spirit moving, and a new level of unity and support among those ministering to refugees in
Greece. Because of this, they opened their doors to YU to do more evangelism and one-on-one discipleship alongside them.
Lori writes: “We’re so thankful for the opportunity the Lord gave us to work with the refugees in Greece. We were
able to minister to many brothers and sisters & their children. These individuals have lost everything, including
family members. They’re making a life for themselves in Athens and have gained some level of stability. It appears
they’re doing well, then a situation occurs, and it seems they won’t be able to get a donation of diapers for the
week, or they might not get a meal the church has been providing, or someone causes a fearful situation. Suddenly,
the trauma and fear from the past, which has been hovering beneath the surface, rises. The fear, the desperation,
the need is in their eyes and voices, as we realize how dependent they are on that meal, so their families can eat
that day; doctors, lawyers, teachers, and families who have been reduced to accepting the least little bit of help.”
In the midst of this, God sent an army of 250 missionaries and volunteers to Athens. We went as reinforcements
to continue the work that began in 2017. We went into Exarchia, one of the worst areas of
Athens, with over 120 brothels, and trained teams to minister to the homeless, drug addicts, and prostitutes. People accepted the Lord and were healed right before our eyes. The
Unaccompanied Children’s Homes only had enough
food for that day. One DTS team hand-carried 600
lbs. of Gleanings’ soup into Greece, which we gave
to the homes; this opened the door for us to work
there. We spent days at a time washing, de-lousing,
It’s time to register for our Summer
and cutting the children’s hair, while Alex’ team
Staff Internship Program! Every sum- built closets, did repairs on the buildings and played
mer, Gleanings’ staff trains a special with the kids. They also repaired apartments where
group of young adults (turning 18 this persecuted Christians are being housed while
Gleanings kids at Acropolis
year to 25) to operate the peach plant. they’re in a program to integrate them into their new
This is a leadership opportunity, as
country. We also provided soup mix to the families to
well as a chance to really make a dif- cook in their homes.
ference. Summer Staff training begins God had victory and Jesus’ love reigned over all.
May 28; the peach season runs from We are so thankful for what He has done and look
June 4th through August 25th. Sum- forward to doing more. Thank you for your support
mer Staff can commit to serve from
and prayers, and partnering with us to reach the
one to three months. To register, go refugees.
to gleanings.org.
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Gleanings’ Haiti Outreach

by Deb Reno

I had the privilege of travelling to Haiti in January
2018 with Gleanings’ team. Our team of 22 souls
ranged in age from 15 to 81! We were a diverse
group from the U.S., Canada, and Europe, but one
in purpose: to join with Mission of Grace, caring
for the dear Haitian people we encountered in Carries and Plaisance. The hospitality we were shown
by our gracious hosts at Mission of Grace was a
comfort. It was a joy to be welcomed into their
family and to serve alongside them.
Part of our group went to the remote town of Plaisance; some unexpected adventures during their four-day excursion included the road being
blocked/washed out, wild rides on motorcycle taxis, and spelunking. The mission for these
diligent men was to wire the Foundation Guillaume Orphan Home so it will have electricity
from a generator and/or solar energy. They accomplished this task by chiseling out openings
for wiring in the cinder block building, using mainly hand tools. Miraculously, they had just
enough materials to complete the job. They battled heat, torrential rain, persistent mosquitos,
and illness on their journey. Well done, gentlemen!
The remainder of our group stayed at our home base in Carries. At the orphan home, Children of Grace, we played with, held, sang to, measured, weighed, and fed the beautiful children. I am struck by how happy and well cared for these little ones are. We toured the nearby
School of Grace; it is presently serving over 250 students. The teachers and staff there are
amazing. Each student from kindergarten to 7th grade receives free uniforms, books, and two
meals daily. The nearby Home of Grace is a lovely residence for elderly and special needs folks.
We sat with them and sang with the residents and caregivers. We gave massages, manicures,
and pedicures, and played dominoes. What a rich time!
A bit higher up the mountain, the clinic often treats 80-100 daily, at no cost to the patients.
We helped inventory their pharmacy, assisted with filing, prayed, and sang over the people who
came for medical care.
It was a privilege to assist at the Soup Kitchen, which is a marvel of ingenuity and organization, feeding hundreds daily. These nutritious meals are often the only meal these folks have in
a day. And yes, Gleanings does provide soup mix for the Soup Kitchen.
I reluctantly said goodbye to the beautiful people of Haiti, feeling inspired and enriched by
their hearts of gratefulness to God. They are remarkable! If another opportunity affords itself
to go back to Haiti to serve in any capacity, it would be an honor. If you’re interested in joining the next team in January of
2019, let the folks at Gleanings know and they will give you more information. I recommend it!

D

ear Gleanings’ Friend,
The Bible talks of Jesus as being “full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Isn’t that the description of a perfect friend?
A friend - someone who tells us the truth, but loves us like crazy, and is full of grace for our weakness. I hope you
experience the same thing when you visit Gleanings, a community of people who are real with each other and very
loving to everyone entering our gate. If you have never been here, come and join us some time, we would love to
have you visit. By the way, we have some needs in our vehicle department. Most of our cars are around 20 years old
and soon reaching 300,000 miles. We are going to replace some of them shortly. Would you have a decent vehicle
you want to donate? Or you could send us a special gift towards this need. No pressure, just opportunities to invest
into the kingdom.
Fritz Meier
We love you all,

