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Gleanings 2017 In Review

January - a time to look back at the year past and forward
to the coming year. In 2017, Gleanings had a tremendous year, in countable numbers of production, as well as
uncountable ways of ministering in and by the grace of
God. Here are some numbers:
Semi-Truckloads
Dry Soup
70
1,874,587 pounds
972 pallets
Volunteers
The road to solar power was long and hard. Many were
43,115,501 8 oz. servings
Over 3,100
the years we just didn’t know when it might happen. Much
time was spent planning and preparing, and additional
Dried Peaches
Quilts Distributed
time praying over the vision. “And it came to pass,” . . .and 321,154 pounds
1536
we couldn’t be happier!
177 pallets

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
His mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is Your faithfulness.
Lamentations 3:22-23

Discipleship Training, Transforming Lives

Our Discipleship Training School (DTS) has been an instrument of transformation for our students, as well as our staff.
The DTS is currently on outreach; during this phase of training the students are challenged to apply what they learned
through practical ministry in the mission field. For example, one week of lecture, taught by Donna Jordan, focused
on hearing God’s voice. Students practiced praying and asking God questions, learning to hear the answers! What a
tremendous gift from the Lord - the ability to hear guidance from an all-knowing God!
Our DTS also took several road trips during lecture phase. One week was spent at YWAM Redding; they joined other DTS students to learn about the fear of the Lord, made new friends, and saw another expression of Youth With a
Mission (YWAM) ministry. The DTS also went to Chico, California to participate in YWAM United’s Presence Gathering and Go! Conference. While in Chico, they worshiped, prayed, and fellowshipped with YWAMers from about 15
different points of ministry. Students were challenged to acquire a vision for their ministry during the outreach phase,
and seek God about a personal call to missions.
The DTS will be returning from outreach in February; you will certainly hear their stories in future newsletters. Gleanings will be posting some updates online both at our website www.gleanings.org, and on social media @YWAMGleanings on Facebook.
We also have an outreach team going to Haiti this month. We appreciate your prayer for our teams ministering
in foreign countries. The DTS will be traveling to Mexico, Greece, and Israel. Please pray for health and safety
for our teams. Please also pray for lives to be changed by the Gospel of Jesus. We would love to hear stories of
healings, divine appointments, supernatural favor and guidance, for our teams too!

Country
Report KENYA

The Republic of Kenya is a country of 48 million people, 691 languages, and a rich
and diverse culture. Although Kenya is the largest and most advanced country in East
and Central Africa, the average income is less than $1.25/day, a major characteristic
of countries which haven’t attained food security. 73% of the population is under the
age of 30, and largely made up of fatherless homes; single parents, grandparents, or
siblings are raising the younger children. The risk of AIDS, food and water-borne
illnesses, violence and trafficking, combine with the poverty level to create a bleak
outlook for Kenyans’.
Into this darkness, the Light of hope shines through Kenya Kinship United, a ministry
which targets vulnerable children and widows. 1 Peter 2:9 says, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may
declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”
Eunice is a grandmother who receives food from Kinship. She is an unemployed,
single mother, raising her grandchildren. The kids first began receiving food at the
Kinship School. Later, the ministry expanded to provide soup mix to the families in
the community. “I bless the Lord for now I can have a meal for my family. My children are now growing in good health because this food is rich in vitamins that they
need as young developing children.” The smile on her face is a smile of hope for her
life and the lives of her grandchildren.
Amina is a widow who has grown children; they are now raising their own families.
Because her children can’t afford to support her, Amina works in people’s homes or
farms to acquire enough food to eat for the day. This is very difficult, as Amina is one
of the older people in the community. Thankfully, a team from Kinship met Amina.
Their goal is to see the needs first, then act to help the less privileged in their society.
Kinship has regular days when the kids from the center visit the elderly, to feed them,
fellowship, and share the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. The children sit and listen to
the elderly as they share their joy and sorrows. By doing this, Kinship has turned Amina’s biggest challenge into a blessing of provision, companionship, and knowing the
love of Jesus. Kinship writes, “Now Amina can dance, can sing a new song for what
God has done to her through our beloved donors.”

W

hat a great start to the new year, with teams going to various parts of the world. Our DTS is going to Mexico, Greece, and Israel, and I will be traveling to Haiti again with a team of Gleanings’ volunteers. Many caring
hands have helped us in 2017 and we are believing for the Lord’s blessing in the new year. One of my dreams is
to go out more and share the food. I also desire to express the love we feel for the poor when we make the meals
at Gleanings. We strive to increase food production, and at the same time we want to grow deeper with the Lord.
Every one of you who has served with us and has supported us is an encouragement for us to keep going; we
know we are not alone. Your faithfulness, love, and prayers make this a place of faith in action. Thank you for
being our amazing Gleanings’ family. Blessings to you all,

Fritz Meier

